
AP World History Summer Assignment 2026-2027 

 

Welcome to AP World History! You have chosen to take a college-level course that provides a survey of global 

history to the present. This course will be rigorous but highly rewarding if you put in the right amount of work. 

Over the summer, you will be completing assignments that will make it possible for us to cover all our material 

prior to the AP exam in May, so it is very important that you complete these tasks. Summer assignments (Parts 

1&2) will be due the first week of class in Aug./Sept. and will count toward your grade.  

Part 1: Geography and Unit 0 Reading  

This course is a basic overview of the most significant regions/empires in the world. As such, we jump around 

from region to region quite often. It will be important that you are able to find the major regions and empires on 

a world map throughout the course. Review and familiarize yourself with the map of the AP regions. Then, 

complete the attached blank map by coloring and labeling the proper regions, countries, bodies of 

water/landforms listed below. A geography TEST over this information will take place the 1st week of 

school. 

AP Regions Bodies of Water and 

Landforms 

Countries 

• North America       - Asia  

• South America       - Central Asia 

• North Africa           - South Asia 

• Southern Africa     - S. East Asia  

• West Africa             - East Asia  

• East Africa              - Middle East 

• Central Africa        - Europe 

• Oceania 

 

• Sahara Desert  

• Mediterranean Sea  

• Atlantic Ocean 

• Pacific Ocean 

• Indian Ocean 

• Southern Ocean 

• Arctic Ocean 

• China                   - Algeria  

• Japan                   - Italy 

• Egypt                   - France 

• India                    - Russia  

• Mexico                 - Peru 

• Canada                - Brazil  

• Spain                    - South Africa 

• United Kingdom - Portugal 

 

Unit 0 Reading: You will read Unit 0/Prologue from the AMSCO AP Modern World History textbook. Read 

the chapter and take paper or digital notes; visual, outline, heading, etc. however you take notes will work. Here 

is the link to the Unit 0 chapter of the AMSCO Reading: AMSCO - Unit 0 - Prologue.pdf .  A Multiple-Choice 

Question (MCQ) TEST over Unit 0 will also be given within the 1st week of returning to school.   

Additionally, familiarize yourself with these Youtube video resources on Unit 0 as a means of review as we will 

be utilizing these throughout the year:  

Heimler’s History: Before 1200 

Jim Rhoades: APWH: Unit 0 Overview 

Anti-Social Studies: Unit 0  

Part 2: Conceptual Thinking Questions  

The following 6 questions are written in the format of a Short Answer Question (SAQ) from the AP test and 

connect to the 6 major themes of AP World History. Read each question carefully. Then Choose 3 of the 6 

prompts to answer (1 Causation, 1 Comparison, & 1 Continuity & Change). Fully answer A, B, & C for each 

response on a lined piece of paper. Make sure your handwriting is LEGIBLE.  Due 1st week of school.  

file:///C:/Users/dane.sandstrom/OneDrive%20-%20Snohomish%20School%20District%232012025-2026AP%20World%20-%20Matt's%20Files13.%20Summer%20AssignmentsAmscoTextPrologue.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuM4WdjeN1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXy6fpQ_HeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym48Jr7SYD8


 

1. CAUSATION – Social Structures and Personal Roles  

Think about a role or status you have held in a social group (family, school, community, sports team, etc.).  

A. Identify the social role or status and describe it briefly.  

B. Explain one cause or factor that led you to occupy that role or status.  

C. Explain one effect this role or status had on your relationships or responsibilities. 

 

2. COMPARISON – Politics and Decision-Making  

Compare two situations in your life where you, or a group you belong to, had to make a decision or enforce 

rules (e.g., classroom rules vs. sports team rules, family decisions, student council, etc.).  

A. Describe both situations briefly.  

B. Identify one similarity in how decisions or rules were made or enforced.  

C. Identify one difference between the two situations. 

 

3. CONTINUITY AND CHANGE – Technology, Innovation, and Daily Life  

Think about a technology or tool you have used regularly (e.g., smartphone, computer, transportation, cooking 

methods).  

A. Identify the technology or tool and describe how you have used it.  

B. Explain one way your use of this technology or tool has remained consistent (continuity) over time. 

C. Explain one way your use of this technology or tool has changed or evolved. 

 

4.           CAUSATION – State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict  

Think about a time you joined or helped build a new group, team, or organization (e.g., club, friend group, online 

community, etc.).  

A. Identify and briefly describe the group and your involvement.  

B. Explain one cause that led to the formation or expansion of this group.  

C. Explain one conflict or challenge the group faced and how it was addressed. 

 

5. COMPARISON – Economic Systems and Personal Finance  

Compare two different ways you or your family have acquired, managed, or spent money/resources (e.g., 

earning allowance vs. a part-time job, budgeting for school vs. vacations, etc.).  

A. Briefly describe both experiences.  

B. Identify one similarity in how money or resources were managed.  

C. Identify one difference in the purpose or outcome of the financial decisions. 

 

6. CONTINUITY AND CHANGE – Human-Environment Interaction  

Think about how your interaction with your environment has changed over time (e.g., where you live, how you 

commute, how you recycle, your access to green spaces).  

 A. Identify one key environmental setting in your life and describe it.  

 B. Explain one way your interaction with this environment has stayed the same over time.  

 C. Explain one way your interaction with this environment has changed. 

 

 

 



 


