
Hello, my name is Claire Munden, and I am the current student council president. I have 

been at Grace School for four years, and I love it. I have learned so much over these years, and I 

know the other sixth graders have too. 

Before coming to Grace, I lived in Illinois and was homeschooled along with my two 

little sisters by my mom, the current Grace Preschool director, and my dad, who works for Grace 

Church and teaches at the high school. Moving to California and switching from the small-town 

homeschool life to a very social environment was hard. But Grace was very inviting. I instantly 

connected with other kids who are now my best friends and partners in crime to this day. Grace 

always provides a safe, family-like environment for all who come. 

I have grown so much in my faith by going to Grace. My teachers over the years, Mrs. 

Conley, Mrs. Kendall, Mrs. Pinneri, Mrs. Wardle, and Mrs. Lee, have shaped me into the person 

I am today. In sixth grade, we studied biblical worldviews and how to maintain our own. This 

Bible curriculum really reached me. I felt like I understood, and I realized what I was doing 

wrong. When I was younger, if someone asked me if I was a Christian, I would say, "Yeah," but 

looking back, I really didn't know what that meant until Grace. Not that my mom didn't teach me 

those things, but Grace really helped reinforce what I had already learned. My favorite Bible 

passage is Psalm 23, which says that the Lord is our shepherd and we are the sheep; He always 

protects us. This life is so twisted by sin and earthly problems, but I have learned to view things 

through what the Bible says rather than what the world says. 

There have been many memories at Grace. In Mrs. Conley’s third-grade class, we would 

do fun cooking projects that always tasted delicious. In the 4th grade, we went on a very 

enjoyable and educational trip to Sacramento and San Francisco. There, we saw Sutter’s Mill, 

the Golden Gate Bridge, the Jelly Belly Factory, the California State Capitol, and my favorite, 



Alcatraz. In 5th grade, we had a Walk Through the Revolution. Lastly, the highlight of the sixth-

grade year, and I know my classmates would agree, was going to Santa Barbara Christian Camp, 

where we learned a ton about science and God's word. There we were put in cabins with our 

friends, or just other classmates. That will be a trip I will never forget, partly because of the trail 

guides and our amazing chef, Louis. Some of my favorite yearly activities at Grace are sports, 

theater, choir, and field day.  

Finally, as we leave Grace Elementary School, I want you all to remember that when you 

say you're a Christian and believe with your mind that you are, your actions should reflect that 

too, like showing kindness, honesty, and patience to people and to God. When you start talking 

to someone who maybe isn't a Christian, they should see that there's something different about 

you. That you seem calm, and know for sure what you believe. So as we promote, all of us are 

going to a middle school, maybe a different one than the others. But always remember that God 

never leaves. He lives with us in our hearts when we are Christians. He actually loves us; he 

cares for us. He knows us personally, your name, your beliefs, and even how much hair you have 

on your head. Jesus loves you. And I am so thankful to leave Grace Elementary knowing that He 

loves me and I love Him too. Thank You. 

  


