AP Government and Politics Mrs. Nardine
26-27 Summer Assignment nardinej@gilbertschool.org

Required Textbooks:

1. American Government: Stories of a Nation by Scott F. Abernathy and Karen Waples
ISBN-13: 978-1319195366 OR ISBN-10: 1319195369
Make sure the cover says “For AP Course”

*This is fairly new, and therefore a little expensive, because the course was just redesigned a
few years ago. If you start looking now, you may be able to find a cheaper, used version online.
Ask students from this year’s class too.

2. The Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, fifth edition Edited by Ann G. Sernow and Everett C.
Ladd
ISBN-13: 978-1930398160 OR ISBN-10: 1930398166

*The Fifth edition is a little less expensive, especially if you find a used version. Be sure you get
the 5th edition so that your articles and page numbers match up. | use the one with the
American Flag on it.

Welcome to AP U.S. Government and Politics!

This is a rigorous and fast-paced course. It is important that you are aware of the year long commitment you
are about to undertake as a student of this course. Please make sure to read the summer assignment
completely and carefully so that you will be ready to fully and successfully participate when class begins for the
upcoming school year.

AP GAP requires different thinking and writing skills. You will depend less on the study of chronology of facts
and events and more on your interpretation of those facts and events. You will be asked to take political terms
or concepts and apply them to scenarios or other events to make connections. Throughout the year, you will:
gain a deeper understanding of how the government works, become aware of politics in general and have an
opportunity to explore your political self, and where you fit into the political world. However, also understand
that this is not the course in which we debate political beliefs and current, hot-button topics. Rather, we work to
understand the events that led to the issues we see around us everyday and discuss whether current actions
and decisions fit with past practice, or in accordance with the Constitution.

As part of the requirements for the course, you must also obtain a three ring binder. It should be at least 1 12"
to keep all work in from now until the test in May 2027. You will not have separate sections so dividers are not
necessary. All work will be kept in this binder: notes, readings, handouts, homework. Even if you complete the
work electronically, you are responsible for printing it out and getting it into your binder. There will be graded
binder checks and this is not negotiable!

| can not stress enough how important the vocabulary is for this course! It will be impossible to make sense of
what we are studying if you do not know the words we are using! The AP GAP test also focuses heavily on



knowing the terms and using them in various scenarios and situations around you. Therefore, vocab will be
the bulk of your summer work.

1.

Although | am giving you all the vocabulary for the entire course, you will only be required to make a
notecard with definition for each of the terms in Unit 1. You should obtain some type of container in
which you can keep these cards and add to it as the year progresses.

e On each notecard, put the term on one side and write a complete definition on the back.
e There will be a vocabulary quiz by the end of the first week of school.

The second part of your summer work is meant to gain some exposure to Landmark Supreme Court
Cases. Many of these cases are required by the College Board, but I've included others that, although
not “required,” you must know to use in relation to a required case.

For this part of the assignment, you should set up a card in accordance with the example below for
each of the Landmark Supreme Court Cases listed below. Provide some detail but don’t go beyond
what would fit on a notecard. You can use your textbook, www.oyez.org www.landmarkcases.org,
billofrightsinstitute.org/ or the link that pops up with each case.

R ir
e Marbury v Madison, 1803
e MecCulloch v Maryland, 1819

e Brown v Board of Education, 1954

e Gideon v Wainwright, 1963

e Tinker v Des Moines Independent Community School District, 1969
e Roe v Wade, 1973

e United States v Lopez, 1995

e New York Times Company v U.S., 1971
e Bakerv Carr, 1961

e [Engel v Vitale, 1962

e Wisconsin v Yoder, 1972

e Schenck v United States, 1919

e McDonald v Chicago, 2010

e Shaw v Reno, 1993

e Citizens United v Federal Election Commission (FEC), 2010


http://www.oyez.org
http://www.landmarkcases.org
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/
http://www.gopopro.com/landmark-court-cases-1/2017/1/24/marbury-v-madison
http://www.gopopro.com/landmark-court-cases-1/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/347us483
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1962/155
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1968/21
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1971/70-18
http://www.gopopro.com/landmark-court-cases-1/2017/2/9/united-states-v-lopez
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1970/1873
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1960/6
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1961/468
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1971/70-110
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1900-1940/249us47
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2009/08-1521
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1992/92-357
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2008/08-205

It looks a little overwhelming so break them down into groups of 15 or 20 to complete over a couple sittings.
However, this should not take you more than a couple of hours, total, over the entire summer!

In my most serious teacher-voice: Both parts of this assignment are due the first day of school. NO
EXCEPTIONS. Failure to fully complete these tasks will result in a meeting with guidance to discuss your
placement in this class. Remember, this is a college level class, and will be treated as such. If you are not
prepared to work hard and think at higher levels, perhaps this isn’t the correct placement. This is also a class in
which attendance is very important. By the end of the first marking period, attendance records and work
completion/ethic will be evaluated. If there are excessive absences or missing assignments, you may be
removed from the course.

I am happy to have you enrolled in this course and look forward to the year ahead! This is going to be great
preparation for what you will experience in college, and/or help you develop an understanding of how the
government works, or doesn’t work at times!

See you soon!!!!
Mrs. Nardine

Sample Supreme Court Case notecard:

Facts of the Case:

Constitutional Principle used in the ruling

QOutcome of the Case:




AP United States Government and Politics - from Waples Textbook

Vocab Review Units 1-5

UNIT 1 - Foundations of American Government (Chapters 1-3)
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10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

politics

government
democracy

natural rights
popular sovereignty
republicanism
social contract
American political
culture

inalienable rights
liberty

participatory democ.
pluralist democracy
elite democracy
civil society groups
political institutions
republic
constitutional republic
Articles of
Confederation
unicameral

Shay’s Rebellion
Constitutional
Convention

writ of habeas corpus
bills of attainder

ex post facto laws
Virginia Plan

New Jersey Plan
Great (Connecticut)
Compromise
bicameral

% Compromise
Compromise on
Importation
federalism
democracy

faction

Legislative branch
expressed or
enumerated powers

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

61.
62.

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

separation of powers
checks and balances
exclusive powers
concurrent powers
reserved powers
commerce clause
necessary & proper
clause

elastic clause
implied powers
Executive Branch
Judicial Branch
supremacy clause
amendment
Anti-federalists
Federalists
Federalist Papers
Federalist 10
Federalist 51
Brutus 1

Bill of Rights
Unitary system
Confederal system
Federal system
categorical grants
full faith and credit
clause

extradition
privileges and
immunities clause
10" amendment
13th amendment
14" amendment
15th amendment
dual federalism
cooperative federalism
selective incorporation
grants- in- aid

fiscal federalism
categorical grant
unfunded mandate

74. block grants
75. revenue sharing
76. devolution

*Complete the Supreme
Court Cases notecards as
instructed



