
 

Basic Goals ÿor EnterinĀ Level 3: 
*For more information, refer to www.tn.gov/education to view state standards for all subjects and 
grade levels. 
*We acknowledge that children achieve academic, emotional,  and physical milestones at varying stages 
throughout their development. The concepts outlined below represent basic foundational skills to build 
upon in Level 3.  
*We understand that transitioning to Level 3 may require some adjustment,  and we are committed to 
facilitating a smooth and enjoyable process. We look forward to seeing your child in Level 3 next year! 
*A good resource for summer practice is a workbook “Summer Bridges K-1” 
https://www.amazon.com/Summer-Bridge-Activities%C2%AE-Activities/dp/1483815803 
 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions: 
Melanie Ferguson (Math/Science) mferguson@stns.org 
Stephanie Marshall (Language Arts/Social Studies) smarshall@stns.org 
 
Language Arts Concepts 

● Write your name with only beginning capitalization 
● Proper pencil grip 
● Verbalize and write complete sentences 
● Understand and identify ending punctuation 
● Know and write all letters properly (uppercase and lowercase) 
● Know all letter sounds 
● Read and identify basic K sight words 
● Be able to read and write short vowel words (ex. cat, sat, hit, not) 
● Know the difference between short and long vowel sounds 
● Understand and identify rhyming words 
● Read grade-level text 

Math Concepts 
● Write and recognize numbers 0-30 
● Count objects and name in number order 
● Understand that adding means putting together 
● Understand that subtracting means breaking apart 
● Doubles facts up to 10 
● Recognize and compose basic 2-D shapes 
● Identify coins: (Quarters, Dimes, Nickels, and Pennies) and know their value 

Basic Life Skills 
● Put on/take off a jacket or coat independently  
● Tie your shoes or wear shoes that can be managed independently  
● Manage bathroom needs independently 

 
 

http://www.tn.gov/education
https://www.amazon.com/Summer-Bridge-Activities%C2%AE-Activities/dp/1483815803
mailto:mferguson@stns.org
mailto:smarshall@stns.org


 

Beginning Readers 
This list of beginning readers are books with 
only a few words per page, perfect for kids 
going into first grade who are just beginning 
to read.  
If you're looking for silly books, read: 

• See Pip Point by David Milgrim 
• What is Chasing Duck? by Jan 

Thomas 
• I Really Like Slop by Mo Willems (any 

of Elephant and Piggie books are 
fantastic!) 

• Ed and Ted and Ted's Dog Fred by 
Andy Griffiths 

If you like stories about real life and 
friendship, try: 

• Who Is That, Cat the Cat? by Mo 
Willems 

• We Are Growing by Laurie Keller 
• Big Cat by Ethan Long 
• The Cookie Fiasco by Dan Santat 

If you like adventure stories, try: 
• Itty Bitty Kitty Firehouse Fun by Joan 

Holub 
• Trucktown by Jon Scieszka 
• Blip! by Barnaby Richards (VERY 

easy) 
If you like animal stories, try reading: 

• Slow, Slow Sloths by Bonnie Bader 
• Little Big Horse by Dave Horowitz 
• We Dig Worms by Kevin McCloskey 

Easiest Chapter Books 
Easy chapter books have pictures with words. 
The easiest chapter books have just a few 
sentences per page. 

• Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold 
• Aggie the Brave by Lori Ries 
• Moldylocks and the Three Beards by 

Noah Z. Jones  
• Mr. Putter and Tabby Walk the 

Dog by Cynthia Rylant 
• Pinch and Dash Make Soup by 

Michael J. Daley 
• Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold 

Lobel  
• Monkey and Elephant Get Better by 

Carole Lexa Schaefer  
• Penny and Her Marble by Kevin 

Henkes 
• Bink & Gollie Best Friends Forever by 

Kate DiCamillo and Alison McGhee  
• Meet Mo and Jo: The Boulder 

Brothers by Sarah Lynn 
• Ling and Ting Not Exactly the 

Same by Grace Lin 
• Dodsworth in New York by Tim Egan 
• Rabbit and Robot The Sleepover by 

Cece Bell  
• Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea by Ben 

Clanton  
• Haggis & Tank: All Paws on Deck by 

Jessica Young 

1st Grade Summer Reading List (age 6 - 7)

*Books go to affiliate links on Amazon.com which are the same price as non-affiliate links. I only endorse books that I read and recommend wholeheartedly. 

ImaginationSoup.net

http://amzn.to/2pkpex4%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2pxMV5h%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1rdhIRO%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2j0kIRN%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2pM1d3t%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2h2vL9X%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1rdhxGl%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2oVM8aq%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2gZtdZB%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416941479/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1416941479&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=7YP7LYACTINGYIYY%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2jacA1C%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2hN09nv%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545492149/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545492149&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=S33DCPBP47IHSSPL%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qmkO77%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545312868/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545312868&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YfukW2%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545638410/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545638410&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=YZ3CDR3BRIVFLXPD%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/25N6MxB%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YaLxj9%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1PigQ4G%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0763648418/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0763648418&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/25N61EK%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0763634972/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0763634972&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/22HZiqn%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1Pih0ZR%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/219nAYQ%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YaLjIG%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qteNVE%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YftKaU%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2pkpex4%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2pxMV5h%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1rdhIRO%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2j0kIRN%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2pM1d3t%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2h2vL9X%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1rdhxGl%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2oVM8aq%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2gZtdZB%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416941479/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1416941479&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=7YP7LYACTINGYIYY%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2jacA1C%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2hN09nv%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545492149/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545492149&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=S33DCPBP47IHSSPL%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qmkO77%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545312868/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545312868&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YfukW2%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545638410/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545638410&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=YZ3CDR3BRIVFLXPD%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/25N6MxB%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YaLxj9%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1PigQ4G%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0763648418/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0763648418&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/25N61EK%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0763634972/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0763634972&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/22HZiqn%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1Pih0ZR%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/219nAYQ%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YaLjIG%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qteNVE%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YftKaU%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://imaginationsoup.net
http://imaginationsoup.net


Easy Chapter Books for First Grade 
Easy chapter books have bigger text with pictures every few pages. These books listed range 
from middle of first grade to beginning of second grade reading levels. 

If you like funny books, read: 
• Monkey Me by Timothy Roland 
• Kung Pow Chicken by Cindi Marko 
• Phonics Comics by various 
• Junie B. Jones Smells Something Fishy by Barbara Park 

If you like realistic books, read: 
• Dory Fantasmagory by Abby Hanlon 
• Benny and Penny in Just Pretend by Geoffrey Hayes (graphic novel) 
• Nate the Great by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat 

If you like adventure and fantasy books, try: 
• The Princess in Black by Shannon Hale and Dean Hale  
• Ricky Ricotta's Mighty Robot #1 by Dav Pilkey 
• Notebook of Doom #1 by Troy Cummings 
• Rise of the Earth Dragon #1 by Tracey West 

DON'T MISS THIS: Free Summer Printable for Kids 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545559847/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545559847&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=DLAR6J3FDNSV5MPF%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545610613/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545610613&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=H5AS7PVEHCJDQJV7%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1584765534/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1584765534&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YaKS1a%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2oVAMU8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/219neS5%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1Pihtes%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/076366510X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=076366510X&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=L3EYAM4ARKUKSUOR%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2oVFVeJ%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qmpTN2%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qmquhr%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://imaginationsoup.net/2015/05/summer-printable-for-kids/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545559847/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545559847&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=DLAR6J3FDNSV5MPF%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545610613/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545610613&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=H5AS7PVEHCJDQJV7%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1584765534/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1584765534&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1YaKS1a%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2oVAMU8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/219neS5%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/1Pihtes%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/076366510X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=076366510X&linkCode=as2&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=L3EYAM4ARKUKSUOR%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2oVFVeJ%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qmpTN2%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://amzn.to/2qmquhr%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://imaginationsoup.net/2015/05/summer-printable-for-kids/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Learning to Read: Word Attack 
Strategies Beyond Sound It Out 

Decoding Strategies: 
Beginning Sound:  “Look at the first letter. Do you know a word that starts with that 
letter? What is that letter’s sound?” 

Ending Sound:  “Be sure the ending looks and sounds right.” 

Chunk It:  “Cover the last part of the word with your finger and say the first part first. 
Now cover that part and say the last part. Can you put the two parts together?” 

Find a Small Word:  “Can you find a word you know in that word?” 

Stretch It Out:  “Read with your finger and say it slowly.” 

Use Picture Clues:  “Use the picture clues to figure out what that word might be.” 

Skip It, Go Back:  “Why don’t you keep reading until the end of the sentence, the 
period, and then go back to the word and try again?” 

Ask for Help:  “Do you need help? Have you tried all your strategies?” *It’s fine to 
tell kids words – don’t make the suffering go on and on and on! Just remember to 
keep a balance of both helping and having the child figure it out. 

Does It Make Sense?:  “Hmm, that word you read doesn’t really make sense to me 
– does it to you?” 

 

 
Information obtained from:  
https://imaginationsoup.net/learning-to-read-word-attack-strategies-beyond-so
und-it-out/  

https://imaginationsoup.net/learning-to-read-word-attack-strategies-beyond-sound-it-out/
https://imaginationsoup.net/learning-to-read-word-attack-strategies-beyond-sound-it-out/


What if a child makes a mistake? 
Sometimes kids aren’t paying attention to if the words they read make sense 
— have meaning. (Okay, a lot of times.) Gently remind your child that what 
she read needs to also make sense. 

“Does it make sense?” 

“Try that part again.” 

“Think about the story.” 

“Go slowly.” 

“Does that look right?” 

“Read that again and check to see if it looks right.” 

“Are you making it up or really looking?” 

“You got the first part right, now check the ending.” 
3 Positives, 1 Correction 
Try not to over-correct your child. Work on one thing and LET THE REST GO. 
I’m serious. One correction and three positives. Or more than three.  

One more reminder: Make the positive comments meaningful. So “good 
job” is not very meaningful because it’s too vague but “I loved how you made 
your voice sound like the character” is meaningful and specific. 

“Wow! You made sure that ending was just right.” 

“You found that tricky part on your own and fixed it.” 

“I like how you used a chunking strategy to read that word.”  

 



 

Decoding Strategy Bookmark  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



reading Choice board
Color a box each time you complete a task.

k

Get outside! Grab 
a book and find a 
comfy spot to 
read outside.

Lights Out! Grab 
a flashlight and 
read in the dark.

Put on a play! 
Read a story and 
then act it out 
for your family.

Hide and Read! 
Build a pillow fort 
and read in it.

Virtual Read 
Aloud! Read to a 
family member or 
friend over video 
chat.

Hat Day! Put on 
your favorite hat 
and read.

Draw It Out! 
Read a book and 
then draw a 
picture of the 
story.

Pajama Day! Put 
on your favorite 
pair of PJ’s and 
read.

Character Day! 
Dress up like your 
favorite book 
character.

Be the Author! 
Write your own 
book and read it 
to a family 
member.

Family Reading 
Night! Have 
everyone in your 
family choose a 
book to read.

Read the House! 
Go around the 
house and look 
for words that 
you can read.

Magazine Hunt! 
Look in a 
magazine for 
words you can 
read.

Lights, Camera, 
Action! Record 
yourself reading 
a book like a 
movie star.

Silly Socks Day! 
Put on a pair of 
silly socks and 
read.

Read to Someone! 
Find a pet or 
plant to read to.

Read
Every
Day!Stuffed Animal 

Day! Read to your 
favorite stuffed 
animal.

Walk and Read! 
Go for a walk and 
look for words 
around your 
neighborhood.

Read and Write! 
Read a favorite 
book and then write 
your own story with 
the characters 
from that book.

Exercise Day! Every 
time you read a 
page, do 10 jumping 
jacks, squats, sit 
ups, or toe touches.

© Natalie Lynn Kindergarten



math Choice boardColor a box each 
time you 

complete a task.

k

Write It Out! 
Practice writing 
your numbers as 
high as you can go.

Shape Search! Look 
around your house 
for things shaped 
like a circle.

Add It Up! Count 
the chairs in your 
house and the TVs 
in your house. Then, 
add them together.

Count and 
Compare! Count the 
cans and boxes in 
your cupboard. 
Which category has 
more?

Shape Search! Look 
around your house 
for things shaped 
like a triangle.

Write It Out! Use a 
stick to practice 
writing numbers in 
the dirt as high as 
you can go.

Flower Graphing! Go 
for a walk and tally 
how many flowers 
you see of each 
color. Make a graph 
with the results.

Count It Out! Count 
how many socks are 
in your room.

Subtracting Snacks. 
Grab a handful of a 
snack and count 
how many you have. 
Eat some. How 
many are left?

Shape Search! Look 
around your house 
for things shaped 
like a square.

Write It Out! Use 
chalk to write your 
numbers as high as 
you can go.

Phone a Friend! Call 
a friend or family 
member and count 
as high as you can!

Magazine Hunt! 
Look in a magazine 
for real life shapes. 
If you can, cut 
them out and sort 
them by shape.

Shape Hunt! Look 
around your house 
for things shaped 
like a rectangle.

Measure Me! Use a 
nonstandard form 
of measurement to 
measure how tall 
someone in your 
house is.

Write It Out! Use a 
marker to write 
your numbers as 
high as you can go.

Let’s
learn!

Rocking Out! Have 
an adult write out 
addition and 
subtraction 
problems. Use rocks 
as counters to solve.

Walk and Count! Go 
for a walk and 
count how many 
animals you see.

3D Shape Hunt! 
Look for 3D shapes 
around your home 
or neighborhood.

Hopscotch! Use 
chalk to draw a 
hopscotch with 
numbers 1-20. Say 
each number as you 
hop. © Natalie Lynn Kindergarten


