
​ ​ ​ Jefferson, May 30, 2026 
 
Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to AP Human Geography! 
 
APHuG is not a traditional geography course. Instead of only learning physical and political 
features of a map, this course focuses on human interactions with their environments - the “why 
of where.” Students will explore how geography shapes cultures, economies, politics, and 
everyday life worldwide. 
 
According to College BoardⓇ, “The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the 
systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and 
alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine 
human social organization and its environmental consequences.”  
 
In practice, this means you will spend the year asking one of the most powerful questions in all 
of human knowledge: Why are some parts of the world rich and others poor, some powerful and 
others not, some at war and others at peace, and what does where you are born on the map have 
to do with any of it? 
 
You should be proud of yourself. You are choosing to take a challenging course that will require 
that you think globally. You will be stretched and amazed at how much you grow over the course 
of the year. This summer assignment is designed to build the foundation you need to hit the 
ground running in September. 
 
Summer assignments will be due on the first day of school in September. If you have any 
questions about the assignment now or during the summer, please do not hesitate to send me an 
email at ndiaz@jefftwp.org. I will respond within 72 hours.  
 
I am looking forward to learning with you in the upcoming school year. 
 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Nanette Fandino-Diaz, M.Ed. 
 
 

 

mailto:ndiaz@jefftwp.org


Summer Assignment and Information 
AP Human Geography 

 
Assignment Due Date:​ First day of school, Wednesday, September 2, 2026 
 
Google Classroom: Accept the invitation to join the AP Human Geography 2026-2027 
class. 
 
Learn the AP® ️Human Geography Units of Study 

●​ Thinking Geographically (7 topics) 
●​ Population and Migration Patterns and Processes (12 topics) 
●​ Cultural Patterns and Processes (8 topics) 
●​ Political Patterns and Processes (10 topics) 
●​ Agricultural and Rural Land-Use Patterns and Processes (12 topics) 
●​ Cities and Urban Land-Use Patterns and Processes (11 topics) 
●​ Industrial and Economic Development Patterns and Processes (8 topics) 

 
AI devices and programs are prohibited at all times in this course.  
 
Skills 
These skill categories represent the skills students should develop during the AP HUG course, 
and they form the basis of tasks on the AP Exam. They will be integrated throughout the year in 
various units of study. 

 
Big Ideas 
The big ideas serve as the foundation of the 
course and enable students to create 
meaningful connections among course 
concepts. Often, these big ideas are abstract 
concepts or themes that become threads that 
run throughout the course. Revisiting the big 
ideas and applying them in a variety of 
contexts allow students to develop a deeper 
conceptual understanding. 
 
The AP Exam consists of 60 multiple-choice questions in 60 minutes and 3 free-response 
questions in 75 minutes. The Big Ideas and the Skill Categories will all be assessed in both the 
multiple-choice and free-response questions.  



Overview of AP Human Geography 
 
To start your inquiry into human geography, I would like you to explore each of the units of study we will be covering. For each 
of the units of study you are to watch one TED Talk and read one article. You may read or watch more, but one of each is the 
requirement. I have provided a collection of TED Talks and ARTICLES.  
 

Unit of Study 
I chose to watch/read... 

(insert copy of link) 
Reflection of what I learned! 

Introduction to Human 
Geography (TED Talk) 

  

Introduction to Human 
Geography (Article) 

  

Thinking Geographically 
(TED Talk) 

  

Thinking Geographically 
(Article) 

  

Population and Migration 
Patterns and Processes  
(TED Talk) 

  

Population and Migration 
Patterns and Processes 
(Article) 

  

Cultural Patterns and 
Processes (TED Talk) 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NxzQv1w8TwxULgCaEGMJWMx_lwrL7eoCTb3ueCapxOw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qzJnvGKi5PsMPzKn3hWzztSPlF0XF7gpvf4bES9FLAs/edit?usp=sharing


Cultural Patterns and 
Processes (Article) 

  

Political Patterns and 
Processes (TED Talk) 

  

Political Patterns and 
Processes (Article) 

  

Agricultural and Rural 
Land-Use Patterns and 
Processes (TED Talk) 

  

Agricultural and Rural 
Land-Use Patterns and 
Processes (Article) 

  

Cities and Urban Land-Use 
Patterns and Processes (TED 
Talk) 

  

Cities and Urban Land-Use 
Patterns and Processes 
(Article) 

  

Industrial and Economic 
Development Patterns and 
Processes (TED Talk) 

  

Industrial and Economic 
Development Patterns and 
Processes (Article) 

  

Reflection: What topic are you most excited about and why? 



I am most excited to learn more about...because... 
 

 
 


