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By Erica Boucher at 10:07 am, Jun 04, 2026

SUFFIELD ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS COMMISSION
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, May 26, 2026, 7pm

Present: Mark Blackaby
Susan Hastings
John Schwemmer
Gerard Chase
Victor Roy, Alternate
Tim Casey, Alternate
Absent: Despina Tartsinis
Also Present: Eric Vincent, Zoning Enforcement Officer
Bill Hawkins, Director of Planning and Development
Ellie Binns, Recording Secretary

The proceedings of this meeting were recorded and made available on the Town website, along
with all of the application materials.

Chairman Blackaby called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and took a roll call. All members were
present with the exception of Despina Tartsinis.

Ms. Binns read the legal notice into the record and noted the abutters had been notified of the
hearing and there was no correspondence received in regard to the application.

Chairman Blackaby appointed himself, Ms. Hastings, Mr. Schwemmer, Mr. Chase and Mr. Roy
as voting members for the meeting on the following application:

2026-ZBA-2 — George & Adele Bellmore, owners of property located at 84 South Grand Street,
West Suffield (Map 16H, Block 24, Lot 53), are requesting variances of the Zoning Regulations
to allow construction of an attached garage, including relief from the required front yard setback
of 50 feet to permit a setback of 24.4 feet, and from the maximum lot coverage of 20% to permit
25.9% lot coverage. Sections IV.D.4, IV.M, and XIII apply.

The applicant, George Bellmore, explained that he and his wife purchased this property in 1968
that had previously been owned by his grandparents since 1924. The house had been built in 1860
on a narrow lot that predated zoning regulations. The house does not presently have a garage and
the proposal is to add a garage off the front porch as indicated on the plot plan that was submitted.
Mr. Bellmore explained that moving the garage back further to meet the current zoning regulation
of 50 feet would be problematic considering the windows facing south that would be blocked and
the existing hatchway and oil tank. The septic system and leach fields would also preclude the
garage going in the back of the house. He further explained that many of the houses in the area
are closer to the road than the 50 foot setback so that this addition would be characteristic of the
neighborhood. He also presented the approval letter from the North Central District Health
Department dated 4/29/26, for a 26X26 2-car garage no closer than 10’ to any part of the septic
system which is shown on the approval letter.
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Mr. Blackaby opened the hearing to anyone from the public who wished to speak before or against
and there was no one else in attendance to speak. Mr. Blackaby asked for a motion to close the
public hearing and enter deliberations. The motion was made by Mr. Chase and seconded by Ms.
Hastings with all voting in favor 5-0-0.

Commission members noted that the preexisting non-conforming structure on a narrow lot was
the kind of situation that the zoning board of appeals was meant to address and that a number of
other homes in the area were also close to the road. The location and need to allow for reserve
septic system was pointed out. It was also noted that this would be increasing a non-conforming
use of the property.

Mr. Chase moved to approve file # 2026-ZBA2 requesting a front yard variance of the property
from the required 50 feet to 24.4 feet and increase the maximum lot coverage from 20% to 25.9%
to allow for the construction of an attached garage based on the lot configuration and pre-existing
structure. The motion was seconded by Ms. Hastings and approved 4-1-0 with Mr. Schwemmer
opposed due to the lack of a hardship in his view.

It was explained to the applicant that they had 15 days after the decision is published in the
newspaper before acting on the variance.

Mr. Blackaby explained to the applicants that they will be receiving an approval letter explaining
the details of filing the variance.

Chairman Blackaby called for a vote on the minutes from the March 31, 2026 meeting. Mr. Chase

moved approval and the motion was seconded by Ms. Hastings and approved 4-0-1 with Mr.
Schwemmer abstaining as he was not at the meeting..

With nothing further to come before the Commission, Mr. Chase moved to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Schwemmer and with a unanimous vote the ZBA meeting was
adjourned at 7:32 p.m.

Recording Secretary, Ellie Binns
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