
Response to Intervention
(RTI)



Introduction
Response to Intervention (RtI) is a key educational strategy aimed at
closing achievement gaps for all students—including those at risk,
students with disabilities, and English language learners—by addressing
learning challenges early, before they become more significant. Each
day, educators use data-driven decision-making to guide students’
instructional programs and determine whether a struggling student
may require adjustments in early intervention or instructional
approaches. RtI provides a structured, instructionally relevant framework
for identifying students who may have learning disabilities. These
determinations are based on thorough and accurate information,
ensuring that learning difficulties are not simply the result of ineffective
instruction.

RtI begins with high-quality, research-based instruction delivered in the
general education classroom by the general education teacher (Tier 1).
Instruction is tailored to meet individual student needs through
differentiated teaching within the core curriculum, along with
supplemental support provided through a multi-tiered system of
increasing intensity and focus.

Through schoolwide screenings and ongoing progress monitoring,
students who have not mastered essential skills or are not making
adequate progress are identified for Tier 2 intervention—targeted, small-
group support designed to address specific learning needs. All students
receiving Tier 2 services will have access to a minimum of 150 minutes of
supplemental instruction over a six-day instructional cycle.

If a student continues to demonstrate insufficient progress despite
targeted intervention, they may move to Tier 3, where they receive
intensive, individualized instruction. Should progress remain limited at
this level, a referral for a comprehensive evaluation may be considered to
determine if a learning disability or other educational need is present.
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Building Blocks of an RtI Model
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The building blocks of Response to Intervention (RtI) are the essential components
that create a strong, effective framework for identifying and supporting students who
are struggling academically or behaviorally. Here are the core building blocks:

 1. High-Quality Core Instruction (Tier 1)
Delivered to all students in the general education setting
Aligned with state standards and based on research
Includes differentiation to meet diverse learner needs

 2. Universal Screening
Brief assessments given to all students multiple times per year
Identifies students at risk for poor learning outcomes
Provides baseline data to inform instruction

 3. Tiered Levels of Support
Tier 1: Core instruction for all students
Tier 2: Targeted small group interventions for students at risk
Tier 3: Intensive, individualized interventions for students with significant needs

4. Progress Monitoring
Frequent, ongoing assessments to track student growth
Ensures interventions are effective and adjusted as needed

5. Data-Based Decision Making
Teams use data to:
Identify students in need
Choose appropriate interventions
Monitor progress
Determine next steps, including referral for special education if necessary

6. Fidelity of Implementation
Interventions must be delivered as intended
Consistent monitoring ensures programs are implemented correctly

 7. Family Involvement
Parents are kept informed throughout the RtI process
Collaboration helps support the student both at school and at home



High Quality Core Instruction (Tier 1)
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The foundation of the Response to Intervention (RtI) model is high-quality core instruction,
which all students receive in the general education classroom through a guaranteed and
viable curriculum aligned with the New York State (NYS) learning standards. This foundational
level, known as Tier 1, represents the core instructional program delivered by general education
teachers to all students. Students at this tier are typically performing at or above grade level, as
demonstrated by benchmark assessments such as i-Ready or scoring a Level 3 or 4 on the NYS
Assessments. These students do not require additional screening until the next scheduled
benchmark period, unless otherwise recommended by the RtI Team.

Tier 1 instruction is designed to meet the academic needs of at least 80% of all learners. It
incorporates research-based teaching practices and includes positive behavior interventions
and supports as part of the overall approach. 

Essential components of Tier 1 include:
A core curriculum aligned with NYS learning standards
Universal screening conducted three times per year for all students
Differentiated instruction grounded in structured literacy and/or mathematics frameworks,
tailored to meet the diverse needs of students
A daily, uninterrupted block of reading instruction
A daily, uninterrupted block of math instruction
Clearly defined behavioral expectations across the learning environment

Together, these elements ensure that Tier 1 instruction provides a strong and equitable
academic foundation for all students. The following represents a sample of curricula that may
be used in a Tier 1 setting at Wyoming CSD. Specific programs may vary over time based on
instructional rotations or evolving best practices in education. These curriculum decisions are
made to ensure that instruction remains both relevant and effective in meeting the diverse
needs of all students.

1

Examples of Tier 1 Curriculums

Reveal Math Mathematics K-5

Tools of the Mind Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies Pre-K

Eureka Math2 Mathematics 6-8

Core ELA Program ELA K-5

Study Sync ELA 6-8

Heggerty ELA K-2



Universal Screening
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2

Screener Assessment
Window

Grades Content

iReady Diagnostics 3x per year K-8
Reading and
Math

iReady Growth
Monitoring

Monthly K-8
Reading and
Math

Brigance Prior to Pre-K Pre-K
Reading/Writing/
Math

BIMAS 3x per year K-8 SEL

Phonics Screener 3x per year K-3 Reading

Heggerty Phonemic
Awareness 

3x per year K-2 Reading

Passage Reading
Fluency

3x per year K-5 Reading

Pseudoword Fluency 3x per year 2-5 Reading

Fact Fluency 3x per year K-5 Math

Course Diagnostics
and Benchmarks

As outlined in grade
level curriculums

K-5 Math

Screening tools are used to identify students who may be at risk for academic or behavioral
challenges and to help inform early intervention efforts. At Wyoming Central School, approved
screening instruments are administered across key areas, including reading, writing,
mathematics, and learning-related behaviors. These screeners support the identification of
students who may benefit from additional instructional support and help define opportunities
for targeted interventions within the school setting.



Tiered Levels of Support
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Response to Intervention (RtI) serves as a multi-tiered prevention and intervention model that
provides increasing levels—or tiers—of instructional support based on student needs. At
Wyoming Central School, the RtI process is designed to be flexible and responsive, ensuring
that each student receives the appropriate level of support at the right time. The use of tiered
instruction is tailored to individual student needs and is reviewed continuously. Students may
enter or exit tiers based on ongoing analysis of performance data and progress monitoring.

The RtI framework consists of the following three tiers:
Tier 1 provides high-quality, evidence-based core instruction to all students within the
general education classroom. This includes a guaranteed and viable curriculum aligned
with the New York State Learning Standards, along with differentiated instruction and
clearly defined behavioral expectations. Tier 1 is designed to meet the academic and
behavioral needs of approximately 80% of students.
Tier 2 offers targeted, small-group interventions for students who are not meeting grade-
level expectations and require additional support beyond the core program. These
interventions supplement Tier 1 instruction and are monitored to assess their effectiveness.
Tier 3 delivers intensive, individualized interventions for students with significant academic
or behavioral needs who have not responded adequately to instruction at the previous tiers.
These supports are more specialized and frequent, and are closely aligned to student-
specific goals and data.

This structured, multi-tiered approach allows educators at Wyoming Central School to provide
responsive, data-informed instruction that promotes growth and success for all students.

Provides high-quality
instruction and support for all

students
Includes strong school values,

policies, and healthy
classroom practices

Provides targeted support to
students who need additional

help to meet grade-level
expectations

Includes small group instruction
and targeted support 

Provides intensive support to
students who are struggling
significantly in one or more

subject/skill areas
Includes individualized support

and small group instruction 

3

80%-90%

5%-10%

1%-5%



Tier 2 provides targeted, small-group (3–5 students) supplemental instruction in
addition to core Tier 1 instruction. Students at this level are approaching grade-level
expectations (typically performing at a mid to high Level 2 on NYS Assessments) and
require additional support to close skill gaps.

Interventions may be delivered by the classroom teacher or an intervention specialist
and are designed based on student needs identified through screening, assessment,
and progress monitoring data. Students are grouped flexibly according to specific skill
deficits.

Students receiving Tier 2 support are progress monitored at least twice per month to
evaluate the effectiveness of interventions and guide instructional adjustments.
Approximately 5–10% of students may require Tier 2 support at any given time.

Tier 2 interventions include, but are not limited to:
Academic Intervention Services (AIS) in reading and/or math (push-in or pull-out, as
determined by the RtI Team)
Targeted, research-based literacy interventions such as UFLI (University of Florida
Literacy Institute) to support foundational reading skills
Progress monitoring and benchmarking using i-Ready Literacy Tasks
Up to 150 additional minutes per week of targeted intervention
Designated intervention blocks, including:

NEST (K–2): Nurture, Engage, Support, Thrive
SOAR (Grades 3–8): Support, Opportunity, Achievement, Reflection

Tier 2
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Tier 3 provides intensive, individualized instruction for students who demonstrate
insufficient progress in Tier 2 or who are performing significantly below grade-level
expectations (typically a low Level 2 or Level 1 on NYS Assessments). These students
require a higher level of targeted support to address persistent skill gaps.

Tier 3 interventions are more intensive than Tier 2 and differ in terms of increased time,
smaller group size (1–3 students), and greater frequency of instruction. Interventions
are highly individualized and based on ongoing analysis of student data.

Students receiving Tier 3 support are progress monitored at least weekly to assess
responsiveness to intervention and inform instructional adjustments. Data is used to
determine the effectiveness of interventions and the need for continued support or
possible referral for further evaluation.

Tier 3 interventions include:
Additional individualized, research-based interventions in reading and/or math,
including structured literacy approaches such as Orton-Gillingham
Progress monitoring and benchmarking using i-Ready Literacy Tasks
Increased instructional time and frequency beyond Tier 2 supports
Implementation within designated intervention blocks (e.g., NEST and SOAR, as
appropriate)

Tier 3
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Consideration for Further Evaluation
After entering the Tier 3 distinction, and an additional intervention period of 6-12
weeks, the RtI team will reconvene to discuss the student’s progress with parental
involvement. At that time, the RtI Team may make a referral to the Committee on
Special Education or to the 504 Committee.
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Who is referred to the CSE Team?

In the event that a student has been determined to not be making adequate progress

(through the analysis of progress monitoring data) in a Tier III intervention, they may be

referred to the CSE team by the student’s designated RtI team. Additionally, a

parent/guardian has the right to ask for CSE evaluation in writing at any point in the RtI

process. 

Who is the CSE Team?

The Wyoming Central School CSE Team is a group comprised of educational

professionals with the goal of providing a higher level of support for struggling students.

The members of the CSE Team may include, but is not limited to the following: CSE

chairperson, parent or guardian of the student, teachers (general and/or special

education), school psychologist, speech therapist, reading specialist, math specialist,

building administrator, nurse, and school counselor. 

Referral to CSE Team

LD Determination  

Effective as of July 1, 2012, a school district must have an RtI process in place as it may no

longer solely use the severe discrepancy between achievement and intellectual ability to

determine that a student in kindergarten through grade four has a learning disability in

the area of reading. In making a determination of eligibility for special education under

the classification of Learning Disabled, the Committee on Special Education must

determine that a student’s academic underachievement is not due to the lack of

appropriate instruction in reading. 
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Once the area of need has been identified, a comprehensive intervention plan must be

developed. This plan should include the following components: 

1.  A clear statement of the academic or behavior skill(s) the student is a struggling with (e.g.,

reading fluency, number sense, task completion, peer interactions). 

2.Measurable outcomes (SMART goals) relative to grade level expectations in terms of

student growth, achievement or skill level 

3.Description of the evidence based strategy or program being used to deliver the

intervention. 

4.Duration, Schedule, and Setting of the Intervention: 

How often and how long will the intervention be delivered. 

Where and with how many other students will the intervention occur. 

5.  Person Responsible for Implementation of the Intervention 

6.Progress Monitoring Tools and Schedule: 

This is how student progress will be measured and how often data will be collected. 

7.Criteria for Success: 

The specific benchmarks (cut score) that will indicate whether the intervention is

effective or if adjustments are needed. Student data from the intervention will be

analyzed to further decision making. 

8.Parent Communication Checklist

A checklist containing documentation for when and how parents have been informed

of their student’s intervention determination and progress. 

The framework for an intervention action plan can be found in Appendix C.

Intervention Action Plan



Progress Monitoring
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4

Tiers Reading Math

Tier 2

iReady Standards Mastery
Phonics Screener

Heggerty Phonemic
Awareness

Phonemic Awareness
Screening Test (PAST)

Orton-Gillingham
Assessment

Evidence-based teacher
created assessment

iReady Standards Mastery
Reveal Math Assessments
iReady Fluency Tracker
Evidence-based teacher
created assessment
Anecdotal Records

Tier 3

IEP Based Goals
Orton Gillingham

Assessment
Evidence-based teacher

created assessment

IEP Based Goals
Evidence-based teacher
created assessment
Anecdotal Records

Frequent, multiple, and regular assessments of student performance will be administered and
analyzed. Academic, social and behavioral data will be considered. In a Tier 1 model for
academic intervention, student growth in all areas will determine future action plans. In a Tier 2
or Tier 3 model, regularly scheduled RtI meetings will be held to analyze the success of
intervention and guide further decision making.  

Grades K-8 Progress Monitoring Tools for Students in Tier II and Tier III



Data Driven Decision Making

   12 | WCSD Response to Intervention Plan

5
Data-driven decision making is essential to the success of Response to Intervention (RTI). By
using consistent assessment data—such as screening results, progress monitoring, and
diagnostic tools—educators can identify students' specific learning needs, tailor interventions,
and track their effectiveness over time. This approach ensures that support is targeted, timely,
and evidence-based, helping to close learning gaps early. It also allows teams to adjust
instruction and intervention levels proactively, rather than relying on assumptions or delays in
support. Ultimately, data-driven RTI promotes equitable access to learning and improves
student outcomes through informed, responsive teaching. The decision making process is
represented in the visual display below.

Benchmark & Universal
Screening

ALL students for areas of
strength as well as areas of need.

Whole class data-driven
differentiated core instruction

and progress monitoring for ALL
students.

With effective core instruction,
about 15-20% of students may

need additional support to
master the benchmark.

If fewer than 20% of students are
meeting benchmark goals with

core instruction alone,
determine if the core is being

used with fidelity and
instructional best practices are

being utilized.  

Determine the need for staff
professional development

regarding Tier 1 differentiated
core instruction.

Targeted intervention planning
is based on universal screening
data. SMART goal(s) are set for

student’s area(s) of need, and the
frequency/measure to

document and monitor progress
is determined. 

Students with goals for areas of
need move to Tier 2: Whole Class
Data-Driven Differentiated Core

Instruction & Small Group
Targeted Instruction in addition

to core instruction.

Monitor student’s progress
aligned to small group targeted

instruction for desired rate of
progress towards the goal.

Grade level/Content team
meetings held monthly to

discuss and ensure all students
receiving Tier 2 support are

making progress, and
patterns/trends are analyzed.

Student Goal Not Met
Student’s response is progress
monitored and documented,

and student is not making
expected progress toward goal.Student Goal Met

Student’s response is progress
monitored and documented,

and small group targeted
instruction has been completed.

Differentiated core instruction
continues. 

Individual problem solving
meeting is held for any student
not making sufficient progress.

The team ensures:
Intervention is appropriately
matched to specific area of

need.
If size for small group
targeted instruction is

appropriate, and if intensity
needs to be changed.

The environment is
conducive to the support

provided. 
The intensity/frequency and
duration of the intervention
are considered based upon
data and do not need to be

dialed up/down.
Finally, the team determines
if intensive support should be

provided: Whole class core
differentiated instruction +

additional targeted
instruction (often small

group in addition to core
instruction) + intensive

support. 

Student Goal Not
Met

Student’s response is
progress monitored
and documented; if
goal is not met and
need persists after

Tier 3 intensive
intervention, student
will be referred by the

RtI team to the
Committee for

Special Education for
next steps..

Whole Class Data-
Driven Differentiated

Core Instruction
continues.

Student Goal Met
Student’s response is
progress monitored
and documented,

goal met, and small
group targeted
instruction and

intensive intervention
have been

completed. Whole
Class Data-Driven

Differentiated Core
Instruction continues. 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3

Adapted from Branching Minds
Intervention Flow Chart



Fidelity of Implementation
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6
Delivering interventions with fidelity and consistency is essential to the success of the

Response to Intervention (RTI) process. This means that all strategies and supports must be

implemented as designed, following the prescribed methods, duration, and frequency, to

ensure accurate assessment of their effectiveness and to support student growth. Consistent

implementation also ensures that progress monitoring data is reliable, allowing teams to make

informed decisions about next steps. Achieving fidelity requires ongoing communication

among team members and appropriate training and support for staff implementing

interventions.



Family Involvement
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7
Regular communication with families is a vital component in developing the
relationships necessary to support student success. Throughout the RtI process,
communication with families may include, but is not limited to:

1. Initial Communication
Families will be informed when a student is being considered for additional support
beyond Tier 1.
Families will receive an overview of the RtI process, including how it supports
student learning and development.
Families will be notified of the nature of interventions, the data that will be
collected, and strategies to support learning at home.

2. Progress Monitoring Updates
Families will receive regular updates on their child’s academic and/or behavioral
progress.
For students receiving Tier 2 or Tier 3 interventions, updates may occur more
frequently than quarterly.
Communication may include written reports, phone calls, and/or conferences to
review progress and growth over time.

3. Movement Between Tiers and Referral Consideration
Families of students receiving Tier 2 supports will be invited to participate in a
stakeholder meeting when data indicates a need to consider movement to Tier 3 or
a potential referral to the Committee on Special Education (CSE).

4. Home-School Collaboration
Educators may share strategies and activities for families to use at home to support
academic or behavioral goals.
Families are encouraged to provide feedback to help align support across school
and home settings.

5. Goal Setting and Support Plans
Families will be informed of student goals and progress, and are encouraged to
reinforce these goals at home.

6. Cultural and Linguistic Considerations
Schools will ensure communication is accessible by providing translation services,
interpreters, and culturally responsive practices.

7. Family Feedback and Advocacy
Families are encouraged to ask questions, share concerns, and advocate for their
child throughout the RtI process.



Appendix
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Intervention Program Purpose
Targeted Student

Population

Orton-Gillingham

The Orton-Gillingham
approach is a structured,

multisensory program
designed to help students

—especially those with
dyslexia—develop strong

reading, writing, and
spelling skills. It uses
explicit, sequential

instruction to teach the
foundations of the English
language in a way that is
tailored to each learner’s

needs.

Students with dyslexia
Students with other

language-based
learning difficulties

Struggling readers and
writers who need

explicit, systematic
instruction in phonics,
spelling, and decoding
Early learners at risk of

reading difficulties (as a
preventative measure)

UFLI

The UFLI intervention is a
structured, research-based
program designed to help
beginning and struggling

readers develop strong
foundational skills in

phonemic awareness,
phonics, and decoding. It

supports reading accuracy
and fluency through
explicit, systematic

instruction aligned with the
science of reading.

The UFLI (University of
Florida Literacy Institute)
Intervention Program is
designed primarily for
students in Grades K–3

who are at risk of reading
failure. It focuses on
students who may

struggle with foundational
reading skills, particularly

those who have difficulties
with phonological

awareness, decoding, and
fluency. 

A: Interventions and Programming
All academic interventions and instructional programming provided during NEST and SOAR
Time will be grounded in evidence-based practices. This ensures that students receive high-
quality, research-supported strategies tailored to their individual learning needs, promoting
meaningful growth and lasting success.

Examples of Interventions and Programming
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Intervention Program Purpose Targeted Student Population

Magnetic Reading

The Magnetic Reading
program by Curriculum

Associates is designed to
provide explicit, systematic,

and evidence-based
instruction in reading. It is

grounded in the Science of
Reading and aims to support

students in developing
essential reading skills,

including phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency,

vocabulary, and
comprehension. 

Grades 2-5

iReady

The i-Ready program is an
online intervention tool for K–

8 students that provides
personalized, adaptive

instruction in reading and
math. It tailors lessons to each
student’s skill level based on

diagnostic assessments,
helping educators target
specific learning needs. i-

Ready aims to improve
student achievement through

engaging content, data-
driven insights, and

individualized learning paths.

Grades K-8

Heggerty Bridge to
Reading

The Heggerty intervention is
designed to provide explicit

phonemic awareness
instruction.

Grades K-2

A: Interventions and Programming
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Intervention Program Purpose
Targeted Student

Population

Heggerty Bridge the
Gap 

The Heggerty Bridge the Gap
intervention is designed to
provide explicit phonemic

awareness instruction to older
students

Grades K-4

Reveal Math

The Reveal Math Intervention
is designed to support

students who are struggling
with core math concepts,

providing targeted instruction
and practice to help them

bridge skill gaps and build a
deeper understanding of

math.

Grades K-5

A: Interventions and Programming
Examples of Interventions and Programming 

Continued
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B: Example of Parent Letter for Initial Determination
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C: Intervention Action Plan
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C: Intervention Action Plan
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D: Parent Communication
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	Tiered Levels of Support
	Response to Intervention (RtI) serves as a multi-tiered prevention and intervention model that provides increasing levels—or tiers—of instructional support based on student needs. At Wyoming Central School, the RtI process is designed to be flexible and responsive, ensuring that each student receives the appropriate level of support at the right time. The use of tiered instruction is tailored to individual student needs and is reviewed continuously. Students may enter or exit tiers based on ongoing analysis of performance data and progress monitoring.
	The RtI framework consists of the following three tiers:
	Tier 1 provides high-quality, evidence-based core instruction to all students within the general education classroom. This includes a guaranteed and viable curriculum aligned with the New York State Learning Standards, along with differentiated instruction and clearly defined behavioral expectations. Tier 1 is designed to meet the academic and behavioral needs of approximately 80% of students.
	Tier 2 offers targeted, small-group interventions for students who are not meeting grade-level expectations and require additional support beyond the core program. These interventions supplement Tier 1 instruction and are monitored to assess their effectiveness.
	Tier 3 delivers intensive, individualized interventions for students with significant academic or behavioral needs who have not responded adequately to instruction at the previous tiers. These supports are more specialized and frequent, and are closely aligned to student-specific goals and data.
	This structured, multi-tiered approach allows educators at Wyoming Central School to provide responsive, data-informed instruction that promotes growth and success for all students.
	80%-90%
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	Provides targeted support to students who need additional help to meet grade-level expectations
	Includes small group instruction and targeted support
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	Data Driven Decision Making
	Data-driven decision making is essential to the success of Response to Intervention (RTI). By using consistent assessment data—such as screening results, progress monitoring, and diagnostic tools—educators can identify students' specific learning needs, tailor interventions, and track their effectiveness over time. This approach ensures that support is targeted, timely, and evidence-based, helping to close learning gaps early. It also allows teams to adjust instruction and intervention levels proactively, rather than relying on assumptions or delays in support. Ultimately, data-driven RTI promotes equitable access to learning and improves student outcomes through informed, responsive teaching. The decision making process is represented in the visual display below.
	Tier 1
	Tier 2
	Tier 3
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	A: Interventions and Programming
	Magnetic Reading
	The Magnetic Reading program by Curriculum Associates is designed to provide explicit, systematic, and evidence-based instruction in reading. It is grounded in the Science of Reading and aims to support students in developing essential reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.
	Grades 2-5
	iReady
	The i-Ready program is an online intervention tool for K–8 students that provides personalized, adaptive instruction in reading and math. It tailors lessons to each student’s skill level based on diagnostic assessments, helping educators target specific learning needs. i-Ready aims to improve student achievement through engaging content, data-driven insights, and individualized learning paths.
	Grades K-8
	Heggerty Bridge to Reading
	The Heggerty intervention is designed to provide explicit phonemic awareness instruction.
	Grades K-2
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