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Once you come 
to EPAA, a lot 
of new doors 

open up to you.
AMANJEET CHAHAL, FOOTHILL COLLEGE, EPAA CLASS OF 2016

“



ONE VISION GUIDES EAST PALO ALTO ACADEMY’S WORK EVERY DAY
All students will graduate college-ready, empowered with the 
knowledge, skills and passion to positively impact their own lives, 
their community and the global society.

Welcome to East Palo Alto Academy, where . . . 

•	 Students learn and thrive in a college-focused, academic environment with a robust 
support system,

•	 Teachers and staff are determined to see that our students pursue their dreams, and 
•	 Families and the community are valued partners in promoting academic and personal 

achievement, and community service is a hallmark of learning.

We are dedicated to preparing our students with the 21st century skills to graduate 
from high school and succeed in college at high rates.

We are fortunate to offer a small school setting with personalized academic support. 
EPAA currently serves approximately 300 students in grades nine through twelve. 

We are privileged to serve the community of East Palo Alto and eastern Menlo Park. 
Opened in 2001, EPAA is located in a state-of-the-art facility in the heart of East Palo Alto. 
Because we are a public dependent charter high school within the Sequoia Union High 
School District, admission is open to all students who apply on a first-come, first-served basis 
through the district’s open enrollment process. Our school has no admission requirements, 
and does not charge tuition. 

EAST PALO ALTO ACADEMY

>90%
EPAA seniors graduate 
and go on to two- or 
four-year college each 
year.

77%
EPAA students are 
English Language 
Learners.

85%
EPAA students qualify 
for free/reduced lunch 
status.

8% Pacific Islander

80% Latino

10% African 
American

2% Asian, Filipino, White, 
and American Indian

EPAA STUDENT BODY
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COLLEGE-READY: A FIRM FOUNDATION

What does it take to become a first-generation college 
graduate?

It starts with solid preparation. At EPAA, students 
develop the knowledge, skills and habits needed to 
earn their high school diploma and become self-driven 
learners who are ready to navigate college. 

All of our students are enrolled in college-bound 
curriculum that is aligned with the Common Core 
State Standards and the UC/CSU A-G requirements.  
Electives include Spanish, Spanish for Native Speakers, 
AP Spanish, AP Statistics, Media Arts and AP Media Arts 
by submission, Creative Writing, Yearbook, Student 
Leadership, and Drama. The average class size is 18 
students, allowing for personal attention.

An EPAA education goes beyond the basics and 
allows students to develop real-world capabilities.  For 
example, each year our students stretch themselves 
through presentations known as Exhibitions.  After 
researching and writing about a chosen topic, students 
present their findings before a panel of teachers and 
members of the community.

Developing public 
speaking skills during 
Exhibitions has helped 
me a lot because I am 
not nervous when I 
present, which gives 
me the freedom to 
express myself more.

Edgar A., Sonoma State University, 
EPAA Class of 2014  

“
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EPAA’s teachers believe in their students and 
create opportunities for them to engage and 
achieve in extraordinary ways. Some of our 
teachers are partnering with Stanford 
University across such varied initiatives as 
science, the performing arts and language.  

Science and art come together in EPAA’s new 
Maker Space, thanks to a partnership with 
Stanford Graduate School 
of Education and Google.   
Also known as the “Dream 
Lab”, the Maker Space gives 
students the chance to 
design and craft hands-on 
projects with technology 
including a laser cutter, a 
3-D printer, and Computer-
Aided Design. 

To symbolize creativity and 
innovation, EPAA students 
collaborated on inspiring 
murals that grace the Maker 
Space walls.  The Physics, Digital Imaging 
and Chemistry classes also have created 
projects there.

Performing arts thrive at EPAA. In 
collaboration with Stanford’s Institute 
for Diversity in the Arts, our Drama 

students have the chance to interact with 
visiting artists. In our “Warrior Writers” 
course, students study dramatic works by 
playwrights of color, and then write and 
perform plays, poems and hip-hop lyrics to 
tell their own stories.  Trustee Alan Sarver 
of the Sequoia Union High School District 
said of the 2016 performance: “The Warrior 
Writers was one of the most compelling, 

touching and profound 
pieces of authentic, 
powerful and professional 
grade theater I have seen in 
years.”

In language and literature, 
EPAA students work with 
students from Stanford’s 
Spanish Department 
under the guidance of a 
Costa Rican visual artist, 
an Argentinean actor and 
organizer in the Acción 
Poética movement, a 

Mexican rap artist, and a Guatemalan 
poet. One student remarked: “Everything 
I learned has helped me improved my 
assertiveness, my pride for my language 
and culture.”  María S., Foothill College, 
EPAA Class of 2016.

I love the opportunity of 
working at EPAA. There 
is a sense of commitment, 
passion and leadership 
among staff, which drives 
our energy to educate and 
prepare our students for 
their futures and career 
goals.  
José Heredia, College Information 
Specialist
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EARLY COLLEGE: TAKING COLLEGE CLASSES AT EPAA

College classes, at no charge, in high school -- 
that is what EPAA offers in our Early College 
Program. Every semester, Cañada College 
professors come to EPAA and teach college 
courses.  EPAA students grow academically 
and experience college on their own 
campus, earning credits that actually move 
them closer to college graduation.

EPAA graduates are regularly admitted to all 
of the University of California and California 
State University campuses, as well as to a 
wide range of public and private colleges 
across the country. EPAA joyfully celebrates 
this milestone with our students on College 
Signing Day each spring. 

EPAA students don’t make this journey 
toward college admission alone.  Hand 
in hand with academic preparation, they 
benefit from specific advice on pursuing 
their college dreams.  The Guidance Office 
and the College and Career Center counsel 
students at every step as they identify 
and apply for college, financial aid and 
scholarships.

TURNING COLLEGE DREAMS INTO REALITY

I learned that the harder 
you work, the more 
prepared you are for 
college. Early College 
classes have helped me 
improve my focus on 
college and my readiness 
by making me motivated.  
Roberto V., EPAA Class of 2017, two 
Early College classes.

“

I've always dreamed of 
becoming an engineer…And 
if it wasn't for you, Mr. 
Heredia [EPAA’s College 
Information Specialist], 
I would have never even 
heard of this amazing 
Engineering program, let 
alone be able to attend 
it…to sum things up, you 
have brought me that 
much closer to making my 
dreams a reality.
Gabriel G., EPAA Class of 2017 

“
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ADVISORY: SETTING EPAA APART

Every student at EPAA is paired with a teacher-advisor 
in a small Advisory class. The advisors get to know 
the students well and monitor their progress in 
Advisory three times per week. All teachers are 
advisors and offer additional office hours in which 
students can come by and discuss coursework, as 
they will one day do with their college professors.  

Advisory is not only a chance to learn great study 
habits, craft a college application essay or acquire 
life skills like personal finance know-how. Above all, 
Advisory is a regular opportunity to communicate 
with a trusted and caring adult.  

Our advisors that we all grew 
close to have pushed us since 
day one of our freshman 
year. They never gave up on 
us. They were supportive. 
They always kept a growth 
mindset. Even when we 
didn’t believe in ourselves, 
they did!
Maritza H., Foothill College, 
EPAA Class of 2016

“
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TALKING WITH A TEACHER, LAURA NUNEZ
Ask teacher and coach Laura Nunez about East Palo Alto 
Academy, and you’ll hear her describe home.  Laura, who 
grew up in East Palo Alto, always comes back to the sense 
of community and the support system EPAA offers.  She’ll 
talk about the small classes, the full-time social worker on 
campus, and the Lucile Packard Health Van.  “We take a holistic 
approach to students’ needs. It’s tough to get lost as a student 
here.” 

One of EPAA’s community partners, the Mural, Music and 
Arts Project, originally led Laura to the school.  Laura began 
working with MMAP to teach art part-time at EPAA after 
graduating from Stanford University.  Before long she jumped 
into EPAA with both feet, as a math instructor and coach of 
the girls’ soccer team.  Encouraged by a veteran EPAA teacher, 
Laura began earning her teaching credential.  When a STEM 
teacher had to leave in the middle of the year, Laura stepped 
right in.  Recently she taught both Math and Yearbook, all 
while coaching soccer, serving as EPAA Athletic Director, and 
earning her master’s degree. 

Laura takes pride in EPAA’s scholar-athlete community, in 
which students push themselves to improve their grades and 
become more college-ready.  Maybe one reason she has not 
missed a season of coaching is that “Sports builds community 
in ways you don’t always expect.  Last year, one of my English 
Language Learner students decided to give soccer a try.  Over 
the season, she went from not speaking English to speaking 
English with her teammates and making friends on the team.”   

Above all, Laura credits the Advisory system at the heart of 
the school as a key reason EPAA shines: “Advisory lends itself 
to building strong relationships among students and between 
students and teachers. It allows me to check in with my advisees 
whether or not I am their academic teacher.”  It comes as no 
surprise that Laura was recognized as an inspiration to our 
community by the Sequoia Union High School Board of 
Trustees in 2016.

As a teacher I really 
appreciate Advisory. 
It’s not only about 
preparing students 
for college. It’s a 
chance to focus 
on the individual 
students and their 
academic needs as 
they navigate high 
school.

“

Laura Nunez



HEALTHY STUDENTS ARE MORE SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS

At EPAA, we recognize that students are better 
able to learn and achieve when they are healthy.  
Physical and emotional concerns are likely 
to distract students from schoolwork at best, 
and more serious crises can interfere with 
successful completion of coursework and 
graduation.  That’s why EPAA is committed 
to ensuring a safe and healthy learning 
environment for all students with on-site 
professional health services at no charge.

We have fully-developed wraparound services 
that include a full-time social worker and 
restorative justice coordinator, as well as on-
site counselors and a fully licensed psychiatrist 
from Stanford University. Every two weeks, the 

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital teen health 
van visits our campus as well. The van includes 
a physician specializing in adolescent medicine, 
a nurse practitioner, a social worker, and a 
dietitian.

67%
EPAA students benefit from 
consultations or support 
groups.
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I will always remember the help I received at EPAA. My 
therapist helped me learn ways to manage my stress and 
depression. I learned so much about myself and I feel capable 
of taking care of myself now that I’m going to college.“
Student, EPAA Class of 2016
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILIES AND THE COMMUNITY

At East Palo Alto Academy, our relationships with our community and 
families are important ingredients in our students’ success.

We know that community service enriches our students’ lives. 
Thanks to long-standing collaboration with many organizations, 
including The Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula, Canopy, 
College Track, Youth United for Community Action, Live in Peace 
Green Street campus, Mural, Music and Arts Project, and One 
East Palo Alto, our students are experiencing the life-changing 
benefits of being “of service” to others.  

-EPAA’s senior class has the special opportunity to partner 
with the fifth grade class at our neighboring elementary 
school as translators for parent/teacher conferences and 
reading coaches. 

-EPAA sports and clubs also benefit from community 
involvement.  EPAA is proud to have our fans come out 
to watch the Bulldogs compete, including our league 
champions in girls volleyball and boys soccer.

-Many generous community members bring their talents 
to EPAA offering student enrichment, including clubs for 
music, dance, coding, gaming, Comi-Con inspired drawing, 
Polynesian Club, and the Black Student Union.

Parents are especially welcome at EPAA. At Student Led 
Conferences, all students meet with their teacher and a family 
member twice a year. We offer monthly workshops and coffees 
on topics selected by families, and families are involved in our 
English Language Advisory Council and School Site Council.  From 
our Back to School Night, Winter Celebration, student talent 
show, and sports events to graduation at Memorial Hall on 
Stanford’s campus, our families and community partners often 
find our EPAA “family” extends to their own.

Helping others in 
my community 
showed me that 
I have the power 
to share my 
knowledge and 
experience with 
others.
Yaremi L., San Jose State 
University, EPAA Class of 2016

“

4,500
Community service hours 
contributed by EPAA 
students in 2015-16.
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Prof. H. Samy Alim*
Nishita Agarwal*
Seth Ammerman MD*
Derek Ang*
Anonymous (3)
Harvey and Nola Armstrong
Lori Arthur
L. Steven Ashley
Megan Baker*
Kelly Beck*
Micaela Birt*
Jason Bogardus
Book Mentors
Boys and Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
Prof. Paulo Blickstein*
Prof. David Brazer*
Prof. Bryan Brown*
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Butcher
Lawrence Butcher
Anne E. Campbell*
Canopy
Catholic Charities
Tanya Capuano
Irene Carvajal*
Prof. Jeff Chang*
Albert Chou
Charles and Roberta Katz* Family 	  	
    Foundation
College Track
Community School of Music & Arts
Ruth Costanzo*
Linda Darling-Hammond* and Allen S. 		
    Hammond, IV
Liz and Mark Daschbach
Colette DeFalco*
Citlali Del Carpio*
Cultural Kaleidescope 
George Dennis
Robert Dixon
Dodge & Cox
Mark Douglass
Karen Drachler*
The Ducommun and Gross Foundation
Carrie Du Bois*
Patrick Dunkley*
East Palo Alto Kids Foundation
East Palo Alto Rotary
Edgewood – Kinship
Empower Philanthropy 
EPATT
EPA Youth Arts & Music Center 
Timothy Emanuels
Vlad Enache

The Eustace-Kwan Family Foundation
EverForward Club 
Family Giving Tree 
Carl Feinstein, MD*
Sally & Noel Fenton
Angela and David Filo
Fit-Clean-Zone Program 
Maria Jose Flockhart*
Peter Fortenbaugh*
Foundation for a College Education 
Alexia Gilmore
Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund
Google, Inc.
Michelle Goudeaux*
Grousbeck Family Foundation
Amika Guillaume*
Philip and Maurine Halperin
Martha Hanks
Ed Han* and Polly Liu*
HAAS Center for Service (Stanford)
Beth Harrison*
President and Mrs. John Hennessy
Sofia Hibbs*
Paitra Houts*
John and Sylvia Hughes
Hurlbut-Johnson Charitable Trusts
Katie Hyde
Georgia Jack*
Grupo Palo Alto - Room to Talk
Mudita Jain*
The John W. Gardner Center (Stanford)
Shashank Joshi, MD*
Andrew Kaiser
Sonya Keller* 
Lauren Koenig* and Brad Koenig
John Barton Kuhns
Ambrin Latif*
Mrs. Barbara Lawson and
Dr. Terry Lawson 
Charles E. Letts Jr.
James Lianides, Superintendent, SUHSD*
Live in Peace 
Alice Miano*
Virginia and Douglas Mills
Moms Against Poverty
Mary Jean Montgomery
Morgan Stanley
Mural, Music, and Arts Project (MMAP)
Laura Aryeh Murawczyk*
Angela Nomellini* and Kenneth Olivier
Steve Olson*
One EPA

Madhavi and Umesh Padval
Palo Alto Rotary
Marc and Ragni Pasturel
Osvaldo Paz*
Peery Foundation
Makailah Perkins*
Nicole Perlroth and Heath Thomsen
Richard Petit
Philanthropic Ventures Foundation
José Rodriguez*
Mindy Rogers* and Jesse Rogers
William L. Ross
RYAA – Sports
Paul Rydberg
Jessica Salinas*
Jaime Sanchez*
Alan Sarver*
Searle Family Trust
Dean Daniel L. Schwartz*
Jeanne Sedgwick
Vidjealatchoumy Shriram* and Kavitark 
Ram Shriram
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Silicon Valley Urban Debate League
Rebecca Tseng Smith and Tom Tseng
St. Francis Youth Club
Stanford Public Safety 
Stanford University
Starbucks Coffee, E. Bayshore, EPA
Deborah Stipek*
StreetCode Academy
Student Conservation Association
Tate Foundation   
Team Esface
Chris Thomsen*
Heather C. Trippel* and Roger F. Trippel
John Underwood
US Bank
Greg Vaughan
Michelle Wachs
Lucy Milligan Wahl and Andrew Wahl
Bret Waters
Elayne Weissler-Martello
Mike Wiacek
Allen Weiner*
Prof. Peter Williamson*
Prof. Helen Wilson*
Karen and George Wolff
Michael Wood
Casey Wong*
Yellow Chair Foundation
YUCA

*denotes volunteer

EPAA is grateful to many partners for their support of our vision that all students will graduate college-ready, 

empowered with the knowledge, skills and passion to positively impact their own lives, their community and the 

global society.  For their vital role in our mission, we thank EPAA students, families, teachers and staff, community 

organizations and the Sequoia Union High School District, as well as our supporters and volunteers, including 

Stanford New Schools board members and Charter Advisory Board members. 
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We feel passionately 
that our students can 
be the positive change 
we seek in the global 

society. 
PRINCIPAL AMIKA MARIA MARAN GUILLAUME

“



1050 Myrtle Street, East Palo Alto, CA 94303
www.epaahs.org, (650) 839-8900 

I’ve learned so 
many life lessons 
here at EPAA that I 
know I will forever 
carry with me . . . 
I chose to put my 
education first and 
now I’m able to 
attend college after 
high school. 

EAST PALO ALTO ACADEMY

Lineni F., Agnes Scott College, 
EPAA Class of 2016

“


