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' l I know [ am capable of going
to college. I plan on going
to college so I can make
my parents proud. I want
to be an example to kids in
my family and to kids with
a similar background and
show them that if you work

hard in high school, it will
pay off in the future. l l

—GRADUATE, EPAA CLASS OF 2015



EAST PALO ALTO ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL

Ready. That's the word that describes our students—ready to learn
and prepare themselves for the future. They know the power of a growth
mindset in working toward their goals, and that with determination and
the support of their school community, they can reach higher than they
thought possible.

That word also describes our teachers—ready to establish high
expectations and tailor rigorous instruction suited to each student. Our
teaching staff is dedicated to building the skills and nurturing the habits of
mind that equip our students for success in college.

It describes our graduates—ready to tackle college and navigate the
challenges of the 21st century. By the time they graduate, our students
know that it is not enough to memorize information and restate iton a
test, but that they must also think critically and apply their knowledge to
real world problems.

Indeed, learning and growing are lifelong pursuits that East Palo Alto
Academy cultivates from the moment our students walk in the door. We
invite you to explore with us the dynamic ways that EPAA empowers
students for success in college and beyond.




CORE ELEMENTS OF SUCCESS

close-knit, tuition-free public charter high school located on

a new campus in the heart of the East Palo Alto community.
Since the school was founded in 2001, we have offered a college
preparatory curriculum in a vibrant, encouraging environment that
includes after-school sports, lively performing arts opportunities and
spirited school events.

Q s part of the Sequoia Union High School District, EPAA is a

In 2014-15, 94% of our seniors earned a high school diploma and
over 90% were accepted to college. This fall, 40% of the graduating
Class of 2015 will attend four-year colleges. An additional 54% of EPAA
graduates will attend two-year colleges, and many plan to transfer to a
four-year university. These figures are all the more remarkable given
that approximately 90% of our students do not speak English as their
primary language at home, 58% have parents who did not graduate
from high school, and 97% qualified for free or reduced-price lunch.

At EPAA, our students bring with them a vast range of skill sets, interests
and backgrounds. With a focus on the individual student, a college
preparatory education at EPAA includes a number of important elements:
College counseling beginning in the freshman year and the opportunity
to take classes on EPAA’'s campus for college credit; social-emotional
counseling and support; an advisory system and small classes; and
instruction strengthened by Stanford University research.

The key for a successful future is having
motivation, commitment and perseverance.
—GRADUATE, EPAA CLASS OF 2015






COLLEGE CLASSES AND COLLEGE COUNSELING

ollege classes, for college
credit, in high school: this is
what EPAA offers in our Early

College program. Completely tuition-
free, classes are offered each semester
to sophomores, juniors and seniors.
Having completed its tenth year in
2014-15, Early College continues to
give our students the opportunity to
experience the demands of college-level
coursework and gain self-assurance
that they have what it takes to succeed
in higher education. As an additional
bonus, along with gains in confidence,
each credit earned means time and
money saved toward a college degree.

This year, EPAA seniors received over
70 acceptances from 40 different
colleges and universities, including 5
University of California campuses, 14
California State University campuses,
and 21 private colleges. This capped

a steady progression of college
preparation that began in their freshman
year. Whether they work with the college
counselor as ninth graders to plan out
their high school A-G classes and draw
up a first draft of their college lists, or
attend a college field trip and prepare for
standardized tests in later years, EPAA
students know that higher education is
within their grasp. The college counselor
stays in close touch all four years to
ensure students remain college bound
and aware of scholarship opportunities.
Our students are encouraged to enhance
their college and scholarship applications
by becoming engaged in EPAA’s
enriching after-school offerings, such

as sports teams, student government
projects and community service with
partner organizations such as the Boys

& Girls Club of the Peninsula and the
Murals Music & Arts Program.

College classes are important to me because I get to

study things that have to do with a major I'm very

interested in pursuing in college... They are important on

my high school transcript because they prove to schools

that I'm really trying, and that I'm ready for college.

—EARLY COLLEGE STUDENT






SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL PROGRAMMING

A safe and healthy learning environment is crucial for all students. At times, our
students may become preoccupied with a crisis at home or any number of stressors
affecting teens or the community. At EPAA, we provide a broad spectrum of support
to help students navigate these issues and stay engaged in their studies. Our full-
time licensed clinical social worker, together with a team of psychology interns and
doctors from Stanford University, offers assessments, counseling, preventive and
crisis interventions and referrals. The Lucile Packard Adolescent Health Van regularly
provides free, comprehensive youth health services at EPAA. These services are
critically important to EPAA's ability to support students’ social-emotional needs,
which can pose obstacles to their school performance. In 2014-15, approximately
67% of our students benefited from the social-emotional services program.




Students are able

to create close
relationships with
teachers and
advisors which
allows teachers and
staff to understand
students’ social and
emotional needs,
and ensure that they

are being addressed.

—EPAA'S MANAGER OF
SOCIAL SERVICES



ADVISORY AND SMALL CLASSES

t EPAA, teaching and learning thrive in our small classes and our advisory

program. Each student meets regularly with an advisor, ensuring that students

have a caring adult who knows them well, communicates with their parents, and
monitors and guides their progress. This approach provides the students with a solid and
personal foundation for academic achievement.

EPAA has aligned its curriculum with the Common Core State Standards and Next
Generation Science Standards, and teachers adapt their instruction to the individual
student. In any given classroom, multiple paths to learning are offered, from independent
and group work to on-line coursework. Students are encouraged to express their thinking
in such varied ways as essays, paintings, oral presentations, mathematical arguments and
scientific analyses. An annual highlight at each grade level is our Exhibition Program, in
which students give an oral presentation of their in-depth research and analysis of topics
including math, science, and social studies. Exhibitions provide the opportunity to develop
real-world critical-thinking and communication skills that ready our students for college
and careers.

In addition, through our Restorative Justice curriculum, students learn how to resolve
conflict in a positive way for themselves and the community. They acquire skills in peer
mediation and communication, and learn to take personal responsibility for their actions.




The value of an adult advocate is immeasurable. Research

shows that having at least one adult advocate on campus,
with whom the students can connect, significantly increases
the likelihood that a student will make it to graduation.
—EPAA'S VICE-PRINCIPAL
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RESEARCH-INFORMED INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICE

hanks to a unique relationship with
| Stanford University, EPAA is able to draw

upon resources and research to enhance
its curriculum. For example, since 2009 EPAA’s
Physics classes have met regularly in Stanford
Professor Paulo Blikstein’s Transformative Learning
Technologies Lab, a design lab equipped with the
latest digital tools such as 3-D printers and laser
cutters. In 2014-15, the students had the chance
to design and construct an imaginative “Rube
Goldberg” machine illustrating major physics
concepts. Developing real-world skills as they
collaborated and problem-solved, our students
persevered in overcoming malfunctions and
created a working prototype. This experience
offered the opportunity not only to innovate but to
lead. One student stated: “I've had the chance to be
a leader and teach my classmates how to use the
machines and software.”

Stanford Professor Carol Dweck’s work on mindset
also informs EPAA's instructional approach. A
growth mindset reflects the belief that abilities

can be developed through hard work and
determination, rather than remaining fixed with
little room for improvement. At EPAA, the value of
embracing a growth mindset is taught alongside
science concepts and a mini-course is taught to
incoming freshmen in our Summer Bridge program.
A growth mindset enhances students’ resilience and
eagerness to learn without fear of mistakes. EPAA
students apply this willingness to persist to their
work in the lab.

No matter how
hard the project
or the coding is I'll
make sure [ reach
a successful result,
no matter how

many tries it takes.

—GRADUATE,
EPAA CLASS OF 2015
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THIS YEAR'S GRADUATES: THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT

This year our seniors were accepted to a wide variety of colleges and universities.
Forty-six percent of our graduates earned scholarship awards. In the coming year,
members of the Class of 2015 will attend institutions of higher education including:

Adam State Colorado Cafiada College Saint Mary's College

California Polytechnic State University College of San Mateo San Francisco State University
California State University Bakersfield De Anza College San Jose State University
California State University Chico Dartmouth College Southern Oregon University
California State University Dominguez Hills ~ Fisk University Spelman College

California State University East Bay Hawaii Pacific University University of California Davis
California State University Humboldt Howard University University of California Merced
California State University Los Angeles Loyola Marymount University  University of California Riverside
California State University Long Beach Morehouse College University of California Santa Barbara
California State University Monterey Monmouth University University of California Santa Cruz
California State University Sacramento Mount St. Mary's University University of Oregon

California State University Sonoma Notre Dame de Namur University of the Pacific

California State University Stanislaus Pacific Lutheran University

Clark University Prairie View A & M University

A SAMPLING OF OUR GRADUATES’ PLANS

Cal ——
CA L POLY |S‘A‘ 4 Dartmouth

Intended Major: Intended Major:
Animal Science Intended Major: Africana/Native Studies
Software Engineering

SAINT
AN PRANCISCO Al MARYS
STATE LIMIVERSITY - . e
U U Spelman College, COLLEGE
Intended Major: Intended Major: —
Electrical Engineering Electrical Engineering Intended Major:
Psychology

. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORMLS

UCDAVIS  uCRIVERSIDE SHNTH Gl

Intended Major: Inten ‘_’ed Ma{ or: Intended Major:
Animal Science Ethnic Studies Psychology



The students, families, teachers and leadership of the school and the Sequoia Union High School District

each perform an important role in achieving excellence at EPAA. We also want to thank our supporters

and volunteers, including Stanford New Schools board members and Charter Advisory Board members,

whose generosity and advocacy are integral to our mission.

Stanford Professor H. Samy Alim*

Stanford Professor Seth
Ammerman, MD*

Derek Ang*

Anonymous (3)

Harvey and Nola Armstrong

L. Steven Ashley

Kelly Beck*

Jason Bogardus

Boys and Girls Clubs of the
Peninsula

Stanford Professor Paulo Blikstein*

Stanford Professor Jo Boaler*

Stanford Professor David Brazer*

Stanford Professor Bryan Brown*

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Butcher

Stanford Professor Jeff Chang

Albert Chou

Ruth Ann Costanzo*

Charles and Roberta Katz* Family
Foundation

Jeff Cohen*

Stanford Professor Linda Darling-

Hammond* and Allen S. Hammond, IV

Liz and Mark Daschbach

Colette DeFalco*

George Dennis

Robert Dixon

Dodge & Cox

Mark Douglass

Karen Drachler*

Carrie Du Bois*

The Ducommun and Gross Foundation

Patrick Dunkley*

East Palo Alto Kids Foundation

Timothy Emanuels

Stanford Professor Carl Feinstein, MD*

Sally & Noel Fenton

Laura and John Fisher

Maria Jose Flockhart*

Peter Fortenbaugh*

Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy
Fund

Michelle Goudeaux*

Grousbeck Family Foundation

Amika Guillaume*

Rodger and Ann Halstead

Ed Han*

Beth Harrison*

John and Andrea Hennessy

Sofia Hibbs*

John and Sylvia Hughes

Hurlbut-Johnson Charitable Trusts

Katie Hyde

Mudita Jain*

Stanford Professor Shashank
Joshi, MD*

Lisa Joyner*

Andrew Kaiser

Sonya Keller*

Lauren Koenig* and Brad Koenig

John Barton Kuhns

Lisa Lapin*

Ambrin Latif*

Leslie Family Foundation

Charles E. Letts Jr.

Dr. James Lianides, Superintendent,
SUHSD*

Melody Liu*

Yuslivia Lopez*

Laura Martinez*

Marc and Jessica Mitchell

Mrs. Albert Moorman

Morgan Stanley

Mural, Music, and Arts Project
(MMAP)

Laura Aryeh Murawczyk*

The New York Community Trust—
Wallace Special Projects Fund

Angela Nomellini* and Kenneth Olivier

Photography credit: Steve Castillo and Jeannette Lok

Report Design: Alison Bours

Stephen Olson*

Madhavi and Umesh Padval

Peery Foundation

Makailah Perkins*

Richard Petit

Philanthropic Ventures Foundation

Mindy Rogers* and Jesse Rogers

William L. Ross

Paul Rydberg

Jessica Salinas*

Alan Sarver*

Vidjealatchoumy* and Kavitark Ram
Shriram

Silicon Valley Community
Foundation

Silver Giving Foundation

Rebecca Tseng Smith* and Tom
Tseng

Deborah Stipek*

Steven Sust, MD*

TOSA Foundation

Philip Taubman*

Chris Thomsen*

Heather C. Trippel* and Roger F.
Trippel*

Larry and Darlene Tripplett

John Underwood

US Bank

Greg Vaughan

Lucy Milligan Wahl

Stanford Professor Allen Weiner*

Stanford Professor Peter
Williamson*

Stanford Professor Helen Wilson*

Kathryn Woicicki*

Karen and George Wolff

Michael Wood

Yahoo Employee Foundation

Yellow Chair Foundation

*denotes 2014-15 volunteer



I want to be really focused
in school and maintain
excellent grades...East Palo
Alto Academy High School
1s majorly important to
me. Attending this school
was a great experience
and showed me what it's
like to have a huge family.
It gave me the opportunity
to contribute to such a

diverse community.

EAST PALO ALTO ACADEMY
S —

1050 Myrtle Street, East Palo Alto, CA 94303
www.epaahs.org, (650) 839-8900




