
AP Human Geography Summer Reading 

Book Selection: How to Lie with Maps (3rd Edition) by Mark Monmonier 

A foundational skill in AP Human Geography is the ability to interpret, analyze, and interpret data. Monmonier’s 
book introduces students to the critical reality that all maps distort truth to some degree whether through 
projection choices, scale manipulation, data simplification, or deliberate propaganda. Reading this text prior to the 
school year ensures that students do not accept map visuals as absolute fact. Instead, they will enter the AP 
course equipped to deconstruct, evaluate maps, and understand how visual data can be misused. 

Summer Assignment Deliverables 

Select a modern map from a news source, advertisement, or political campaign. Utilizing Monmonier’s 
frameworks, students will write a critique analyzing how the map’s creator manipulated scale, color, or 
data to push a narrative or perspective. 
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