AP World History Summer Reading

Book Selection: Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World by Jack Weatherford

The Mongol Empire is an important time in early AP World History. Weatherford’s text challenges traditional
narratives of the Mongols as destructive barbarians, revealing them instead as the architects of globalization. The
book details how the Mongols linked Europe, Asia, and the Middle East and facilitated the exchange of
technologies (gunpowder, printing), economic systems (paper money, free-trade zones), and ideas. The text
shares a narrative-driven understanding of how trans-Eurasian networks of exchange laid the groundwork for the
modern, interconnected world.

Summer Assignment

o Students are required to read the assigned book over the summer and should be prepared with
reading notes for class discussions and assessments when they return.
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