
Dear Members of the Ohio House Ways and Means Committee, 

I am writing on behalf of Ottawa Hills Local School District to express our concerns regarding House Bill 
420 and the unintended consequences it would create for districts similar to ours across Ohio. 

Ottawa Hills has historically relied on voter-approved operating levies approximately every three years to 
maintain current educational programming and experience and keep pace with rising operating costs. Like 
many districts, we receive limited growth in state funding, due to our high income and property 
valuations, and must depend on local voters to provide the resources necessary to sustain the highest-
quality educational opportunities for our students. 

The elimination of continuous operating levies under House Bill 420 would significantly disrupt this 
long-standing and effective mechanism for our district. Over time, districts such as Ottawa Hills would 
likely be forced to return to the ballot on an annual basis with renewal or new operating levies simply to 
maintain existing revenue levels. Rather than providing taxpayers with greater certainty, the bill would 
create a cycle of constant levies and recurring funding requests. 

This change would impose substantial financial and administrative burdens on school districts. Election 
costs continue to rise, and annual levy campaigns would require districts to devote significant community 
volunteer time and resources for voter education and community communication. Funds that should be 
focused on supporting classroom instruction, student services, and district operations would instead be 
redirected toward election expenses. 

In addition, requiring districts to seek voter approval more frequently could create greater financial 
instability and uncertainty for long-term planning. We develop multi-year financial forecasts, negotiate 
labor agreements, and make facility plans based on expected funds available. Continuous levies provide 
stability while still preserving local voter control, as taxpayers ultimately determine whether to approve 
new operating revenue when additional funding is needed. 

We respectfully urge the Committee to carefully consider the impact House Bill 420 would have on 
districts that rely on periodic operating levies to meet educational needs. While we appreciate efforts to 
improve transparency and accountability, I believe this has already been accomplished with House Bills 
309 and 186, which ultimately gave the County Auditor more control over reducing property taxes and 
capped inside millage increases. 

Thank you for your consideration of these concerns and for your continued support of Ohio's students and 
public schools. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Siloy 
Treasurer/CFO 
Ottawa Hills Local School District 

June 2, 2026




