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NATIVE AMERICANS IN
PRE-COLUMBIAN NORTH AMERICA

> P .
Historians refer to the period before Christopher Columbus’s arriva] i, t

i h he “Nt'w
World” as the pre-Columbian era. During this perlo.dl; Nor_t 12mer1ca Was pop,.
lated by Native Americans—not to be confused with native-born AmefiCans, %
True or False?

group that includes anyone born in the United States. Five percent of m

ultiple.

Q: Native American choice questions test you on this era, so it is important to understand the das}?l;f

“:ﬁtlsérz? ;?;?ﬂf?;gﬁ cultures that occurred between 'the European settlcrs' and ht-he Native Americaml
on the environment. as well as their subsequent conflicts throughout American history.

Most historians believe that Native Americans are the descendants of Migrans

who traveled from Asia to North America. The migration likely occurred i, myl-

tiple waves, from as early as 40,000 years ago to as recently as 15,000 years ag,,

During this period, the planet was significantly colder, and much of the world’;
water was locked up in vast polar ice sheets, causing sea levels to drop. The ances.
tors of the Native Americans could therefore simply walk across a land bridge
from Siberia (in modern Russia) to Alaska. As the planet warmed, sea levels rose
and this bridge was submerged, forming the Bering Strait. These people and their
descendants eventually migrated south, cither by boat along the Pacific coast or

possibly along an ice-free corridor east of the Rocky Mountains, and went on o
populate both North and South America.

At the time of Columbus’s arrival, between 1 million and 5 million Native Amer-
icans lived in modern Canada and the United States; another 20 million popu-
lated Mexico. Native American societies in North America ran the gamut from
small groups of nomadic hunter-gatherers to highly organized urban empires. In
the year 1500, the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan was more populous than any
city in Europe, and both the Aztecs and the Maya are noted for their advances
in astronomy, architecture, and art. While these civilizations were located in

Mesoamerica, the territory that would become the United States was home to
/ T urban cultures as well, such as the Pueblo people
of the desert southwest with their multistory stone

Maize

houses consisting of hundreds of rooms and the
The domestication and cultivation of maize, or Chinook people of the Pacific Northwest Wh."
corn, began thousands of years ago in Mexico. The subsisted on hunting and foraging or the nomadic
indigenous people of the region depended on this Plains Indians. The first Native Americans to en-
staple crop for much of their livelihood and the counter Europeans were smaller tribes, such 2
reliance on maize soon spread to much of North the Iroquois and Algonquian, who had permanent
America. The transition from hunting and gather- agriculture and lived along the Atlantic Ocean;
ing to maize production enabled stable economies Columbus, mistakenly believing he had reached

and organized societies to prosper throughout the East Indies, dubbed them “Indians,” and the
MesoAmerica and the Southwest region of the name stuck for cenruries,

modern-day United States. Maize production also
encouraged advancements in irrigation and other

advanced agricultural practices.
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EARLY COLONIALIZATION OF THE NEW WORLD
(1491-1607)

The Early Colonial Era: Spain Colonizes the New World
Christopher Columbus arrived in the New World in 1492. He was not the first
European to reach North America—the Norse had arrived in modern Canada
around 1000—but his arrival marked the beginning of the Contact Period, dur-
ing which Europe sustained contact with the Americas and introduced a wide-
spread exchange of plants, animals, foods, communicable diseases, and ideas in
the Columbian Exchange. Columbus arrived at a time when Europe had the re-
sources and technology to establish colonies far from home. (A colony is a territory
settled and controlled by a foreign power.) When Columbus returned to Spain
and reported the existence of a rich new world with easy-to-subjugate natives, he
opened the door to a long period of European expansion and colonialism.

During the next century, Spain was #he colonial power in the Americas. The Span-
ish founded a number of coastal towns in Central and South America and in the
West Indies, where the conquistadors collected and exported as much of the area’s
wealth as they could. Under Spain’s encomienda system, the crown granted colo-
nists authority over a specified number of natives; the colonist was obliged to pro-
rect those natives and convert them to Catholicism, and in exchange, the colonist
was entitled to those natives’ labor for such enterprises as sugar harvesting and
silver mining. If this sounds like a form of slavery, that’s because it was.

Spanish and Portuguese colonization of North America was also marked by liberal
mixing of cultures, leading to a racial caste system, with Europeans at the top of
the hierarchy, followed by Mestizos (those of mixed European and Native blood,
Zambos (those of mixed African and Native American heritage) and full-blooded
Africans at the bottom of the ladder. Meanwhile, the strength of Spain’s navy, the
Spanish Armada, kept other European powers from establishing much of a foot-
hold in the New World. In 1588, the English navy defeated the Armada, and con-
sequently, French and English colonization of North America became much easier.

o

Much of early American history revolves around the conflict between Native w
Americans and European settlers. Europeans were generally victorious. Why?
One seemingly obvious answer is that the Europeans had more advanced
technology, but this wasn’t actually a major factor. In fact, in many ways,
the Native Americans’ technology was superior: Their canoes were far bet-
ter at navigating North American rivers than any European ship, and their
moccasins offered better footing than clumsy European boots. The most im-
portant factor, by a wide margin, was disease. Native Americans had never
been exposed to European microbes and had never developed immunities to
them. Epidemics, such as smallpox, devastated Native American settlements,
sometimes killing 95% of the population years before Europeans themselves

arrived to mop up the few survivors.
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True or False?

A False! Even Native
American societies that
hadn’t developed much
in the way of agriculture
often transformed the
landscape through the
strategic use of fire, which
encouraged the growth
of useful plants and
attracted game animals.

- Many early European

immigrants to North Amer-
ica remarked that the
areas they were settling
resembled parkland; this
wasn't the natural condi-
tion of these regions, but it
reflected the cultivation of
the local environment by
the Native Americans who
had preceded them.

True or False?

Q: Pre-Columbian societ-
ies used horses and cows
for transportation and
agriculture.



etition for Global Dominanceé

day South America and the SOUther,
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A: False! The Spanish Once Spain had colonize red hei
. :ons were inspired to try their hap
introduced fiorsas and tier of North America, other European natlf:iﬂb varietl;' of factors: the des; dsfat
i - a : sire
cows to North America. : 1. They were motivated DY ) or
New World exploration. 1hey ke new Christian converts, and the ¢,

al fervor to ma
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virtually endless potential for agricultural profits an mlir;;raofciihia(;eftr:n oncu.
rently, improvements in navigation, such .as the mve?t byl tin the
early 1700s, made sailing across the Atlantic Ocean safer an ent.

wealth and resources, cleric
to play a dominant role in geopo

Intercontinental trade became more organized with the crca-ti(?n of joint stock
companies, corporate businesses with shareholders whose mission was to Sffttle
and develop lands in North America. The most famous ones were the Britjsh
East India Company, the Dutch East India Company, and later, the Virginiy

Company, which settled Jamestown.

Increased trade and development in the New World also led to increased conflict
and prejudice. Europeans now debated how Native Americans should be treated.
Spanish and Portuguese thinkers, such as Juan de Sepiilveda and Bartolomé de
Las Casas, proposed wildly different approaches to the treatment of Native popu-
lations, ranging from peace and tolerance to dominance and enslavement. The

belief in European superiority was nearly universal.

Some American Indians resisted European influence, while others accepted it. In-
termarriage was common between Spanish and French settlers and the natives in
their colonized territories (though rare among English and Dutch settlers). Many
Indians converted to Christianity. Spain was parricularly successful in convert-
ing much of Meso-America to Catholicism through the Spanish mission system.
Explorers, such as Juan de O#ate, swept through the American Southwest, deter-
mined to create Christian converts by any means necessary—including violence.

As colonization spread, the use of African slaves purchased from African traders
from their home continent became more common. Much of the Caribbean and
Brazil became permanent settlements for plantations and their slaves. Africans
adapted to their new environment by blending the language and religion of their
masters with the preserved traditions of their ancestors, Religions such as voodoo
are a blend of Christianity and tribal animism. Slaves sang African songs in the
fields as they worked and created art reminiscent of their homeland. Some, such
gi the szr'oon people, even managed to escape slavery and form cultural enclaves.
ave uprisings were not uncommon, most notably the Haitian Revolution.

The English Arrive

Unli r

o rr11kc othelrl Euro.pean colonizers, the English sent large numbers of men and
. Frcn ;(;1 the agriculturally fertile areas of the East. Despite our vision of the
rfec o . -

perfect ‘Thanksgiving table, relationships with local Indians were strained, af

best. English i i i .
e glish mtermarrla.ge with Indians and Africans was rare, so no new ethnic
groups emerged, and social classes remained rigid and hierarchical
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Jand’s first attempt to settle North i
f\fler Spain, in 1587, when Sir Walter Ralj:;;flns?oriz:;eda Yearlprim’ i
[sland (now part of North Carolina). By 1590, the ¢ ]e A
is why it came to be known as the Lot Colon T(;lony ha-d dlséppear(:d, i

11607, when they settled Jameston Y- 1he English did not try again
unti 4 n. Jamestown was funded by a joint-stock

ool ’ Y a joint-stoc

company; a group of investors who bought the right to establish New Wi
cations from the king. (How the monarchy came to sel] thelrsi h ie 1 OrcllCl Plaff'
clearly did not own is just the kind of interesting question tlitt:}:ic"s 1:\1!1 that'llt
not be covering. Sorry, but it is not on the AP Exam!) The compan wasc ‘: E”d
the Virginia Company—named for Elizabeth I, known as the \I/)ir ?n Que:ne—
from which the area around Jamestown took its name. The settlers rﬁan of them
English gentlemen, were ill-suited to the many adjustments life in ;hc NZw World
required of them, and they were much more interested in searching for gold than
in planting crops. (The only “gold” to be found in Virginia was iron pyrite, aka
“fool’s gold,” which the ignorant aristocrats blithely gathered up.) Within ;hree
months, more than half the original settlers were dead of starvation or disease, and
Jamestown survived only because ships kept arriving from England with new colo-
nists. Captain John Smith decreed that “he who will not work shall not eat,” and
things improved for a time, but after Smith was injured in a gunpowder explosion
and sailed back to England, the Indians of the Powhatan Confederacy stopped
supplying Jamestown with food. Things got so bad during the winter of 16091610
that it became known as “the starving time”™ nearly 90 percent of Jamestown’s
500 residents perished, with some resorting to cannibalism. The survivors actually
abandoned the colony, but before they could get more than a few miles downriver,

they ran into an English ship containing supplies and new settlers.

One of the survivors, John Rolfe, was notable in two ways. First, he married Pow-
hatan’s daughter Pocahontas, briefly easing the tension between the natives and
the English settlers. Second, he pioneered the practice of growing tobacco, which
had long been cultivated by Native Americans, as a cash crop to be exported back
to England. The English public was soon hooked, so to speak, and the success of
tobacco considerably brightened the prospects for English settlement in Virginia.

Because the crop requires vast acreage and depletes the soil (and so requires farmers
to constantly seek new fields), the prominent role of tobacco in Virginia’s econo-
my resulted in rapid expansion. The introduction of tobacco would also lead to the
development of plantation slavery. As new settlements sprang up around Jamestown,
the entire area came to be known as the Chesapeake (named after the bay). That

area today comprises Virginia and Maryland.

Many who migrated to the Chesapeake did so for financial reasons. Overpopula-
tion in England had led to widespread famine, disease, and poverty. Chances for
improving one’s lot during these years were minimal. Thus, many w‘ere attracted
to the New World by the opportunity provided by inden.tured serv:tude., In re-
turn for free passage, indentured servants typically promised seven years’ labor,
after which they would receive their freedom. Throughout much of .thc 17t.h cen-
tury, indentured servants also received a small piece of property with then.r free-
dom, thus enabling them (1) to survive and (2) to vote. As in Eu.ropc, fhe nght. to
vote was tied to the ownership of property, and indentured serv1tud.e in America
opened a path to land ownership that was not available to most working class men
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French Colonization of North America

At first glance, the French colonization of North America appears to have much in
common with Spanish and English colonization. While the English had founded
a permanent settlement at Jamestown in 1607, the French colonized what is today
Quebec City in 1608. Like the Spanish missionaries, the French Jesuit priests were
trying to convert native peoples to Roman Catholicism, but they were much more
likely to spread diseases, such as smallpox, than to convert large numbers to Chris-
tianity. Like colonists from other European countries, the French were exploring

as much land as they could, hoping to find natural resources, such as gold, as well
as a shortcut to Asia,

pnlike the Spanish and English, however,
iImpact on the natjve peoples. Few Fren

those who did tended

the French colonists had a much lighter
ch settlers came to North America, and
some of whom intermarried with women
#gegys stay on the move, especially if they were
In the woods ilw?o helped trade for the furs that be-
, ; Ch ultimately did p] ignificant role in

0 War (surprisel) from 1754—17)’63; hz';:virs,lizﬁcchanccs of

; s British Norch Amer; . t
lly with the Edict of Nantes irrln 16;19(;1 Feeeo slim from h: o0
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The four main colonizing powers in North America interacted with the
tive inhabitants very differently:

na

Spain tended to conquer and enslave the native inhabitants of
the regions it colonized. The Spanish also made great efforts to
convert Native Americans to Catholicism. Spanish colonists
were overwhelmingly male, and many had children with native
women, leading to settlements populated largely by mestizos,
people of mixed Spanish and Native American ancestry.

France had significantly friendlier relations with indigenous
tribes, tending to ally with them and adopt native practices.
The French had little choice in this: French settlements were so
sparsely populated that taking on the natives head-on would
have been very risky.

The Netherlands attempted to build a great trading empire,
and while it achieved great success elsewhere in the world, its
settlements on the North American continent, which were
essentially glorified trading posts, soon fell to the English. This
doesn’t mean they were unimportant. One of the Dutch settle-
ments was New Amsterdam, later renamed New York City.

England differed significantly from che three other powers

in that the other three all depended on Native Americans in
different ways: as slave labor, as allies, or as trading partners.
English colonies, by contrast, attempted to exclude Native
Americans as much as possible. The English flooded to the New
World in great numbers, with entire families arriving in many
of the colonies rather than just young men, and intermixing
between settlers and natives was rare. Instead, when English
colonies grew to the point that conflict with nearby tribes
became inevitable, the English launched wars of extermination.
For instance, the Powhatan Confederacy was destroyed by
English “Indian fighters” in the 1640s.

The Métis

Métis (pronounced
may-tee) is a term to
describe people of Canada
and parts of the northern
United States who are of
mixed Native American
and Furopean (usually
French) descent.

The Métis are originally
descended from 17th-
century French trappers
and traders who married
Native, usually Algonquian,
women. The Métis are

a legally recognized
indigenous people in
modern-day Canada.
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P lled Separatists—because they thought the Chl-xrch of

calle : bl; ing reformed that they had to abandon it—lef,
d this time. First, they went to the Netherlar'lds but_ ul.tu.nately

Eng.iim:jd amtl:?t fresh in the New World. In 1620, they set §a1l for Virginia, but

d}‘:c'l E:him tshe Mayflower, went off course and they lan'ded in modlern-day Mas.

:a:;lilssetfs, Because winter was approaching, they decided to settle where they

had landed. This settlement was called Plymouth.

One Puritan group,
England was so incapable o

While on board, the travelers—called Pilgrifn.s ”and led by. Wilhilm Bradford—
signed an agreement establishing a “body politic al.’ld. a basic legal system for the
colony. That agreement, the Mayflower Compact, is unportan-t not only because
it created a legal authority and an assembly, but also because it asserted thar the
government’s power derives from the consent of the governed and not from God,
as some monarchists known as Absolutists believed.

Like the earlier settlers in Jamestown, the Pilgrims received life-saving assistance
from local Native Americans. To the Pilgrims’ great fortune, they had happened
to land at the site of a Patuxet village that had been wiped out by disease; one
inhabitant of that village, a man named Tisquantum, better known as Squanto,
had been spared this fate because he had been captured years before and brought
to Europe as a slave. He wound up in London, where he learned English and then
returned to his homeland only to find it depopulated. Shortly thereafter, the Pil-

grims arrived, and Squanto became their interpreter and taught them how best to
plant in their new home.

In 1629, a larger and more powerful colony called Massachusetts Bay was estab-
lished by Congregationalists

y C (Puritans who wanted to reform the Anglican church
from within). This began what is known as The Great Puritan Migration, which
lasted from 1629 10 1642,

: Led by Governor John Winthrop, Massachusetts Bay
developed along Puritan ideals. While onboard the ship Arabella, Winthrop deliv-

ered a now-famous sermon,

\ A Model of Christian Charity,”
be a city upon a hill—, mo

urging the colonists to
del for others to look up to. All
had a covenant with God, a

Puritans believed they

. Istorians believe the roots of the Civil War can
Cracking the Ap us. History Exam



e craced back to the founding of the Chesapeake r‘egion and New England, as a
antation economy deperfdent on slave labor developed in the Chesapeake and
subsequent southern colonies, while New England became the commercial center.

Two major incidents during the first half of the 17th century demonstrated Puri-
can religious intolerance. Roger Williams, a minister in the Salem Bay settlement,
caught a number of controversial principles, among them that church and state
chould be separate. The Puritans banished Williams, who subsequently moved
10 modern-day Rhode Island and founded a new colony. Rhode Island’s charter
Jllowed for the free exercise of religion, and it did not require voters to be church
members. Anne Hutchinson was a prominent proponent of antinomianism, the
belief that faith and God’s grace—as opposed to the observance of moral law and

erformance of good deeds—suffice to earn one a place among the “elect.” Her
reachings challenged Puritan beliefs and the authority of the Puritan clergy. The
fact that she was an intelligent, well-educated, and powerful woman in a resolutely
patriarchal society turned many against her. She was tried for heresy, convicted,

and banished.

Puritan immigration to New England came to a near halt between 1649 and 1660,
the years during which Oliver Cromwell ruled as Lord Protector of England.
Cromwell’s reign represented the culmination of the English Civil Wars, which
the Puritans won. During the Interregnum (literally “between kings”), Puritans
had little motive to move to the New World. Everything they wanted—freedom
to practice their religion, as well as representation in the government—was avail-
able to them in England. With the restoration of the Stuarts, many English Puri-
tans again immigrated to the New World. Not coincidentally, these immigrants
brought with them some of the republican ideals of the revolution.

The lives of English settlers in New England and the Chesapeake differed consid-
erably. Entire families tended to immigrate to New England; in the Chesapeake,
immigrants were often single males. The climate in New England was more hospi-
tble, and so New Englanders tended to live longer and have larger families than
Chesapeake residents. A stronger sense of community, and the absence of tobacco
asa cash crop, led New Englanders to settle in larger towns that were closer to one
another; those in the Chesapeake lived in smaller, more spread-out farming com-
munities. While both groups were religious, the New Englanders were definitely
more religious, settling near meetinghouses. Another important difference berween
New England and the Chesapeake was in the use of slavery. New England farms
were small and required less labor. Slavery was rare. Middle and Southern farms
were much larger, requiring large numbers of African slaves. In fact, at one time,
South Carolina had a larger proportion of African slaves than European settlers.

Early Contact with the New World (1491-1607) | Colonization of North America {1607-1754) | 159
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much of the rest of the century.

New York was also a royal gift, this time to ]arfles, the king’s brother. The Duch
Republic was the largest commercial power during the 1?th cenufr)-z _‘md’ as such,
was an economic rival of the British. The Dutch had established an initial settlemen
in 1614 near present-day Albany, which they called New Netherland, and a fort 5
the mouth of the Hudson River in 1626. This fort would become New Amsterdam
and is today New York City. In 1664, Charles II of England waged a war against the
Dutch Republic and sent a naval force to capture New Netherland. Already weak-
ened by previous clashes with local Native Americans, the Dutch governor, Peter
Stuyvesant, along with 400 civilians, surrendered peacefully. Charles IT's brother,
James, became the Duke of York, and when James became king in 1685, he pro-
claimed New York a royal colony. The Dutch were allowed to remain in the colony
on generous terms, and they made up a large segment of New York’s population for

many years. Charles IT also gave New Jersey to a couple of friends, who in turn sold
it off to investors, many of whom were Quakers.
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European Settlements in North America, 1650

Ultimatel}’» the Quakers received their own colony. William Penn, a Quaker, was
2 close friend of King Charles 1I, and Charles granted Penn what became
Pennsylvania, Charles, like most Anglicans, perceived the egalitarian Quakers as

Angerous radicals, but the two men’s friendship (and Charles’s desire to export
the Quakers to someplace far from England) prevailed. Penn established liberal
Policies toward religious freedom and civil liberties in his colony. That, the area’s
fatura| bouncy, and Penn’s recruitment of settlers through advertising, made
“Msylvania one of the fastest growing of the early colonies. He also attempted to
tre.at Native Americans more fairly than did other colonies and had mixed results.

i attitude attracted many tribes to the area but also attracted many European
*ettlers who bullied tribes off of their land. An illustrative story: Penn made a
eaty with the Delawares to take only as much land as could be walked by a man
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Here's a good general
quide for remembering
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reasons: The northern
colonies were mostly
established for religious
reasons, the southern for
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arrival truly marked the beginning of the slave era in the colonies.

Eventually, most of the proprietary colonies were converted to royal colonje;

that is, their ownership was taken over by the king, who could then exert greare;
control over their governments. By the time of the Revolution, only Connecticy;,

Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, and Maryland were 7ot royal colonies.

For an overview of which areas were settled by whom during this period, see the

map on the previous page.

- R

Conflicts with American Indians
Here are some important conflicts between colonists and American Indians
that you should know:

Pf)whatan Wars (1610-1677). The Powhatan Wars were the earliest con-
ﬂlCFS between English settlers and the Powhatan confederacy in Virginia,
mainly over territorial disputes. As a resolution to these conflicts, Indians
were granted reservation land, one of the earliest examples of this practice.

The Pequot War (1636-1638).

A :
settlers began looking for new s the population of Massachusetts grew,

Chil o ‘ Placcs to live. One obvious choice was the
The ar::l:rl:s\:lli?g a.fe}rlnlez region with lots of access to the sea (for trade).
English incursions );Vlg abited by the Pequots, however, who resisted the
and killed nine Coionis en the Pequots attacked a settlement in Wakefield
ated by burning the m .y ;Jn embe“‘ of the Massachusetts Bay Colony retali-
and chiildren, “The resii:wequc;lt village, killing 400, many of them women
came to be known as the P:;utOte\);:: frdestrucrion. of the Pequors in what

‘The Beaver Wars (1
628-
English alljes, 1701). 'The Iroquois Confederac)’: SPurrcd on by

with the French-backed Algonquian tribes
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Decline of the Huron Confederacy (1634-1649). At one time the Hurons
umbered up to 40,000, living primarily near Lake Ontario and in parts
of Quebec, but with some groups as far south as West Virginia. During
the 1630s, though, smallpox ravaged the tribes, and their numbers declined
10 around 12,000. Added to their woes were constant conflicts with other

wribes for fur rights. The Huron were allies with the French and fought
alongside them in the Seven Years’ War.

King Philip’s War (1675-1678). Metacomet, the leader of the Wampanoag
tribe living near Narragansett Bay in Rhode Island, was neither a King nor
named “Philip.” The Wampanoags were surrounded by white settlements,
and colonists were attempting to convert the Indians to English culture and

religion. “Praying towns” were villages set up for the sole purpose of making
converts to Christianity. Indians were also encouraged to give up their tribal
clothing. Metacomet led attacks on several settlements in retaliation for this
intrusion on Wampanoag territory. Soon after, he formed an alliance with
ewo other local tribes. The alliance destroyed a number of English settle-
ments but eventually ran out of food and ammunition. When Metacomet
died, the alliance fell apart and the colonists devastated the tribes, selling
many into slavery in the West Indies. King Philip’s War marks the end of
a formidable Native American presence among the New England colonists.

The Pueblo Revolt (1680). While the French and British played their politi-
cal and economic chess games with Indian tribes in the East, the Spanish
sought to maintain control of the Southwest. After years of domination by
the fearsome Juan de Ofate, the Pueblo people of New Mexico led a suc-
cessful revolt against the Spanish, killing hundreds and driving the remain-
ing settlers out of the region. The Spanish returned in 1692, and though
they regained control of the territory, they were more accommodating to
the Pueblo, the fear of continued conflicts driving the need for compromise.

The Chickasaw Wars (1721-1763). The Chickasaw tribe (allied with the
British) fought the Choctaw (allied with the Erench) for control of the land
around the Mississippi River. The Chickasaw Wars were deadlier and more
devastating than previous conflicts, since the Indians were supplied with
guns from the Europeans. These prolonged wars halted only when the Treaty
of Paris was signed at the end of the Seven Years’ War.

Dedline of the Catawba Nation (1700s). The Catawbas were at one time the
most powerful and numerous tribe in the Carolina Piedmont. The Catawbas
were allied with colonists and even fought alongside the Patriots during the
Revolutionary War, but were engaged in constant warfare with other tribes,
such as the Iroquois, the Algonquian, and the Cherokee. Catawba numbers
were also weakened by smallpox epidemics. Eventually the Catawba were so
decimated by war and disease that they temporarily ceded land and tribal sta-
tus. Today, there are a few thousand Catawba still living in North Carolina.
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