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Christopher Columbus High School Launched the First Student-Led Investment Fund in Florida
The Hernandez-Solaun FInD Student-Led Investment Fund provides real-world investing experience for
students while strengthening the school’s long-term financial resources

MIAMI, Fla. — May 28, 2026 — Christopher Columbus High School launched the Hernandez-Solaun FInD
Student-Led Investment Fund in early May. It will begin trading at the start of the 2026/2027 school year,
establishing the first student-led high school investment fund operating with real money in Florida.

FInD stands for Finance Independence and Development, a framework focused on building financial literacy
and developing students toward long-term financial independence. The program will provide students with
practical education in investing, financial markets, economics, portfolio management, and ethics through
supervised participation in the management of a real-world investment portfolio.

Three-Phase Student Development Model
Students in the FIND program progress through a structured three-phase pathway:
o Financial Literacy Basics — students develop core financial and investment knowledge
e Service & Teaching — students become certified peer educators, teaching financial literacy concepts at
Title I schools
¢ Investment Fund — select students will lead the Investment Fund where they will analyze market
trends and risk, pitch investment recommendations, and participate in portfolio analysis and
management alongside professionals.

This initiative was founded by Columbus juniors Jose Antonio Hernandez-Solaun and Ethan Gordon who will
be the leads in the inaugural year with oversight provided by Columbus’ business professor Kevin Corazon and
Vice President of Finance Ursula Arner. Professional investment supervision is led by Joseph Fernandez, a
Columbus alumnus and founder of Invenio Wealth Partners. Fernandez will serve as pro bono investment
advisor and will execute all trades based on student recommendations through a licensed brokerage platform.

“This program creates a pipeline of financially literate young leaders who understand markets, risk, research,
and disciplined decision-making,” Fernandez said. “The educational value is extraordinary because students
are operating within a real investment environment with real accountability.”

“This is the closest a high school student can get to the experience of working at a major investment firm,”
said Corazon. “Students will engage in the same research, analysis, and presentation processes used by
professional investment teams.”



The fund was made possible through an initial $25,000 first place award from Columbus Launchpad committee
members and its chairman Thomas Abraham ’71 in April and has since grown to approximately $50,000
through student-led fundraising. The students plan to continue fundraising efforts throughout the summer
with the goal of reaching $250,000 in August.

“My dad’s career in finance opened my eyes to how transformative financial literacy can be. But it also made
me realize how rare that opportunity is for most students,” said Jose Antonio Hernandez-Solaun, FInD
cofounder. “That’s why Ethan and | created the Student-Led Investment Fund, the third arm of FInD. We're
giving Columbus students access to real investing experience, portfolio management, and professional
mentorship. We’re building leaders who understand markets, not just theory.”

“I’ve been interested in finance for several years and have served as President of the Financial Literacy Club
while also participating in the Economics and DECA clubs at Columbus,” said Ethan Gordon, FInD cofounder. “I
realized we didn’t have a true Finance Club focused specifically on investing, which inspired us to create FInD.
There is great interest in investing and financial literacy among students today, and | believe FInD will become
one of the most exciting opportunities available to students at Columbus.”

Designed to create lasting institutional impact, 80 percent of the fund’s earnings are reinvested back to the
fund, while 20 percent support Columbus Launchpad and other organizations at Christopher Coumbus High
School, funding future student entrepreneurs and innovators.

School leaders believe the Hernandez-Solaun FInD Student-Led Investment Fund could serve as a blueprint for
similar programs across Florida and eventually the United States.

“The fund will permanently live at Christopher Columbus High School and grow over time,” said Thomas
Kruczek, President of Christopher Columbus High School. “Each student cohort trains the next generation of
investors and financial leaders, creating a lasting legacy that benefits both our students and the broader
community.”

The launch reflects Christopher Columbus High School’s continued commitment to innovation, experiential
learning, and preparing students for leadership in a rapidly evolving global economy.
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