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IS IT BULLYING?

Statutory Checklist and Decision Guide for Campus Administrators

PLEASE READ BEFORE USING THIS CHECKLIST: To determine whether an act legally constitutes bullying or
cyberbullying under Texas state law, systematically proceed through the sections below and apply checkmarks to all
true statements.

CRITICAL COMPLIANCE RULE: Every identified section (Sections 1, 2, and 3) must receive AT LEAST ONE
checkmark. If any section fails to receive a checkmark, the incident DOES NOT meet the definition of bullying.

Legislative Framework (SB 179 - "David's Law"): Authority is granted to school districts allowing public and charter
schools to address off-campus cyberbullying incidents that occur outside of school-related or school-sponsored
activities, provided specific jurisdictional criteria are satisfied. Follow Section 4 conditional logic for all electronic
communications.

SECTION 1: CORE BEHAVIOR PATTERN

The incident constitutes a single significant act directed against a student.

The incident constitutes a pattern of acts directed against a student.

In addition to:

The behavior is committed by one or more students and exploits an imbalance of power.

SECTION 2: METHOD OF EXPRESSION

Committed through physical contact.
Committed using verbal expression (spoken threats, insults, or slurs).
Committed using written expression.

Committed using electronic means (any online tool, application, or digital device).
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SECTION 3: EDUCATIONAL IMPACT AND SEVERITY

Physically harms a student or results in damage to their personal property.
Creates a reasonable and verifiable fear of harm to the student or damage to their property.

Is sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive enough that the action or threat generates an:
* Intimidating educational environment

* Threatening educational environment

» Abusive educational environment

Materially and substantially disrupts the educational process or standard operations of the school.

Infringes directly upon the essential rights of the victim student while at school.

SECTION 4: LOCATION & DEVICE JURISDICTIONAL EVALUATION

QUESTION A: Was the act committed by using any type of electronic communication device?

(Includes cellular/smart phones,”computers; cameras,” e-mail, text orinstant messaging, social media applications, internet
websites, or any other digital communication tool.)

» NO (TRADITIONAL BULLYING) » YES (CYBERBULLYING EVALUATION)
Verify if the act occurred at any of the following standard Did the act occur outside of a school-sponsored or
locations: school-related activity? (Off-Campus)

* On school property NO (OCCURRED AT SCHOOL / SCHOOL EVENT):

* At the site of a school-sponsored / school-related
activity (on or off campus)

 Inside a school bus or vehicle utilized to transport YES, IT'S BULLYING
students to or from school or school-related activity (CYBERBULLYING IS BULLYING)

- Did it occur in one of these locations?

YES (COMPLETELY OFF-CAMPUS):

YES: NO:
Apply David's Law Test: Did the act interfere with a
YES, IT'S NOT UNDER student's educational opportunities, or substantially
BULLYING DISTRICT disrupt the orderly operation of a classroom, school, or
campus activity?
JURISDICTION YES: NO
YES, IT'S NOT UNDER
LDl e DISTRICT
(OFF-CAMPUS JURISDICTION

CYBERBULLYING UNDER
DISTRICT AUTHORITY)
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