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Rooted in Care--Nurse Alison blooms into retirement

By Kamryn Schonherz and Immanuel Markose

After a twenty-year career of working as a school nurse, with six
years at Great Valley High School, our beloved nurse Alison Morse
will be retiring at the end of the 2025-2026 school year. She has been
a staple in the community, and her absence will be deeply felt. Luckily
for students and staff, Nurse Alison left her mark, ensuring that her
legacy will live on for many years to come.

Nurse Alison started her school nursing career 20 years ago,
splitting her time between Lansdale Catholic High School and North
Penn High School. After that, she worked for TECH Freire Charter
School, then finally coming to work at GVHS in 2020. Before she was
a school nurse, Nurse Alison worked as a hospital and in-home care
nurse, as a liaison for home care in hospitals, and as an insurance case
manager. Nurse Alison always had a passion for helping people, and
her GV community felt her passion and care every day.

“The strongest leaders do create a legacy. They put systems and
processes into place so that whoever comes after them can carry it
on, and I think that Nurse Alison has really done that,” said GVHS
Principal Dr. Heidi Capetola.

During her tenure, Nurse Alison opted to go beyond her typical
nurse duties and strove towards building a better and safer school for
students and staff.

One of Nurse Alison’s largest contributions to to the high school
is making sure that as many students and staff are cardiac certified
as possible. In mid-May, the Pennsylvania state legislature passed a
law requiring all schools to be cardiac certified, yet Nurse Alison was
already ahead of the game. She had GVHS certified before the law
was passed. Not only did she ensure cardiac certification, but she also
purchased multiple AEDs, Automated External Defibrillators, located
in various wings of the building, as well as a portable AED for the
athletic department.

Additionally, she coordinated with the health department and
Assistant Principal Henry McCloskey to incorporate CPR training as
part of the ninth-grade health curriculum requirements in hopes that as
the years pass, every student in GVHS will have a CPR certification.
Nurse Alison also made sure that at least one coach on every sports

Photo Courtesy of Alison Morse

Nurse Alison plans to spend much of her time with family and
friends. Here she is shown with her grandchildren. Fun times for
all lie ahead.

“I's  not the harvest you
reap, but the seeds you sow.”

Photo by Immanuel Markose

After six years at Great Valley High School, Nurse Alison has decided to follow her new dreams in
retirement.

team was CPR certified as well. The safety and security of all students and staff had always been Nurse
Alison’s top priority.

Another way that Nurse Alison went above and beyond in creating a healthier community at GV
was through her initiative in creating the grab and go breakfast program. Every student in the state of
Pennsylvania is entitled to a free breakfast, but some do not get to school in time to receive their breakfast
before the cafeteria closes. Fortunately, students here can go to the nurse’s office to receive breakfast if they
did not eat at home and missed the service in the cafeteria.

Beyond her impact through her health and safety initiatives, Nurse Alison has also dedicated her time
to making the nurse’s office more inviting and accessible.

“I'wanted the nurse’s office to invoke some kind of impact in people’s lives, and to have some relationship
with the students and staff here,” said Nurse Alison. She prioritized making students feel welcomed. She
did not want anyone to ever feel scared when seeking help in the health suite. It was her mission to help all
who asked. Whether coordinating with student services or providing band-aids, she was always happy to
help. Many students recognized her willingness to m,ake medical needs a less scary situation.

“The nurse’s office is always super welcoming. I think that Nurse Alison is really good at her job. She
always fixes whatever problem I have that caused me to go to her,” said sophomore Asij Balannagari

After developing such a positive environment, something that Nurse Alison will truly miss about
GVHS are the people, the friendships, and the community that she built throughout her time working at the
high school.

“I’'m really going to miss this place because I do love everybody here. I enjoy working with kids. It’s
really a family and I love that.”

While she will certainly miss Great Valley, Nurse Alison is excited to begin the next phase of her life.
Some of her extra time will be spent taking care of her first grandchild, as her daughter prepares for another
child in the coming months.

She also hopes to travel to the many places on her bucket list. After having such a full and rewarding
career, she is excited to explore the world outside of her own. Though, do not fear Nurse Alison disappearing
from Great Valley entirely; she currently plans to come back toccasionally as a substitute nurse whenever
she is needed. She will also be involved in training GVHS’s newest nurse to ensure that her legacies and
high standards of care do not disappear when she leaves.

“Nurse Alison really shined a light on how we’ve got to take care of each other, and that we are a
team, and that we can do this,” said Dr. Capetola. The level of care that Nurse Alison has for all in the high
school will not be forgotten by those who have gotten to know and care for her. Her warmth and optimism
will continue to brighten the nurse’s office, and her longstanding efforts to make GVHS a safer place will
remain. So, while we might be saying “toodle-00” to Nurse Alison now, it will not be the last time that she
lights up the Great Valley High School hallways. The Surveyor along with the rest of the Great Valley High
School wishes Nurse Alison the best for the future as she blooms in retirement.
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S1x seniors share where they took root!

Where will your next garden be planted? What are your ‘“plan[t]s” for the future?

My next garden will be planted at Georgetown University where I will be playing lacrosse and studying
in the McDonough School of Business.

What high school teacher helped “cultivate” an academic passion? How?

Ms. Lutz has been a very influential teacher to me throughout my high school experience. From being
my soccer coach, to student council advisors, to my teacher, she has been a person I can count on and
someone who motivates me to be the best version of myself, both in the classroom and as a human being. |
am thankful to have been fortunate enough to have a role model like her.

A high school has many flowers in its garden. Who were your best ‘“buds?”’

My best buds were my friends, my cousins and siblings, and all of my sports teammates throughout
high school. All of the people in this school contributed to my garden, and I am grateful to have formed so
many special friendships.

What flower(s) reveal(s) something about your personality?

I would say Hydrangeas because they are full of life and color, which is an energy that I try to carry
throughout my daily life.

Are you more annual, meaning do you need to be replanted, renewed with the start of a new
year? OR are you a perennial, meaning you sustain consistent energy and enthusiasm throughout
the year? Please explain.

I see myself as perennial, because I believe that I maintain a positive personality throughout the year. I
try to find the little joys in my life and find gratitude and appreciation through my friends and family.

Where will your next garden be planted? What are your “plan[t]s” for the future?

My plan[t] for the future is to go to Kutztown University for four years to study Graphic Design. Once
I graduate, I hope to get a job as a designer or illustrator and travel with my work.

Do you see yourself as a flower bed or flower bouquet?

I see myself as a flower bouquet because I think I am a variety of different flowers put together to make
a whole unique combination.

Are you more annual, meaning do you need to be replanted, renewed with the start of a new year?
OR are you a perennial, meaning you sustain consistent energy and enthusiasm throughout the year?

I think I am more of an annual plant because I start on full blast in the beginning of the year and lose

4 ? PP > motivation by the end of the year. Even though I lose motivation by the end of the year, as soon as the next
BU T L ] 0 W ] ® year starts, I am ready to keep going and keep my feet on the ground.
;

What high school teacher helped “cultivate” an academic passion? How?

The high school teacher that helped cultivate my academic passion was Mrs. Dale. This year I have had
a lot of art classes with her, and she always encouraged my artwork, ideas, and for me to do more, as well
as my decision to go into graphic design in college.

What flower(s) reveal(s) something about your personality?

I think that wisterias and hardy geraniums represent that I am hardworking and resilient. The hardy
geranium or cranesbill is a long-lasting flower that is tough and thrives in many places, and wisterias
represents resilience, love, and longevity, with vines that can live up to 100 years. I believe that I am tough
like a cranesbill and as resilient and graceful as a wisteria.

What high school teacher helped ““cultivate’ an academic passion?

I would say Miss White because she is always helpful to me.

A high school has many flowers in its garden. Who were your best “buds?”

My best buds were probably Milledge and William.

There is a flower called ‘“forget-me-not.” What would you like Great Valley to remember you for?

That I am a special needs person with sensory [issues] in me.

Some flowers have thorns. What challenges did you endure (academically, athletically, socially,
etc.) that you overcame and now you are able to see the beauty of your accomplishments even if
initially there was pain?

Some of my challenges were trying to go through bocce games and track and field events.

What flower(s) reveal(s) something about your personality?

I think I would choose a sunflower.

Are you more annual, meaning do you need to be replanted, renewed with the start of a new year?
OR are you a perennial, meaning you sustain consistent energy and enthusiasm throughout the year?
Please explain.

I am perennial because I am easily managing to get through the school years.
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Ashritha Adem
Delight Adeyemi

Ella Adkerson

Arpit Ahuja

Ahmad Al Zubi
Aaron Alex

Marquis Alexander-Simpson
Siddhartha Alluri
Cooper Amador-Risch
Siddharth Anandh
James Andreasen
Sierra Anstey

Kai Aquilani
Shanmukh Aravapalli
Steven Armstrong
Shraddha Arvind
Hasan Asim

Garrett Atchison
Florian Backes
Sebastian Backes
Ellie Badstubner
Trevor Baker

Braden Barber

Zane Barsh

Evan Baur

Ace Beam

Jalen Bebee

Anuj Bhamra

Reva Bhatt

Siri Bhuvanagiri
Abigail Biddle

Anna Billman
Karsten Blum
Benjamin Boyce
Shalae Boyce

Reece Bredickas

Cole Briscoe

Emma Brooks
Caitlyn Bryner

Srita Budharaju
Miguel Buitrago Contreras
Talia Buxton

Nixon Cabrera Jara
John Cabrera-Siguenza
Ty Callahan

Brodie Camp

Riley Campbell

Jacob Cappelli

Skyla Carter

Ciaran Case

Jacob Castellucci
Dayana Castillo-Arenas
Brenda Castillo-De Leon
Edinson Castro-Penaranda
Dylan Chahal
Santiago Chang Angulo
Arya Chatur

Sahasra Chavali

Iris Chen

Jason Chen

Abigail Chester
Suhani Chokshi
Tingwu Chou

Aditi Choudhari

Sara Chourasia
Lindsay Chung
Abigail Ciarmella
Braydon Cofiell

Rita Colameco
Andrew Colvin

Grace Colvin

Michael Comaskey
Addison Cosgrove
Celine Cui

Grace Curtis

Ryan Da Silva Lopes
Manas Das

Ethan Davison
Sydney Davison
Marleny De Leon-Romero
Charles Deegan
Triston Delgado
Alexandra Delozier
Ploy Deluca

Zeynep Demiral
Olivia Devito

Northeastern University

Saint Joseph’s University
University of Pittsburgh

Purdue University

Temple University

New York University

Temple University

Upniversity of South Florida

Yale University

Saint Joseph’s University
Delaware County Community College
Binghamton University

Upniversity of Delaware

Drexel University

Union College

Upniversity of Rochester

Upniversity of North Carolina
University of Hartford

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rutgers University

Brigham Young University
Employment

New York University

University of Colorado

The Pennsylvania State University
Millersville University

Springfield College

Virgina Tech

New York University

Temple University

Marywood University

Upniversity of North Carolina Wilmington
Villanova University

University of Delaware

Long Island University

Indiana University

Upniversity of South Florida
James Madison University

Lehigh University

University of Pittsburgh

West Chester University
Randolph-Macon College
Delaware County Community College
Delaware County Community College
State College of Florida

The Pennsylvania State University
Indiana University

Pennsylvania College of Technology
The Pennsylvania State University
Upniversity of Southampton
University of Miami

Delaware County Community College
Saint Joseph’s University

United States Army

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

Universal of Central Florida
Upniversity of Pittsburgh
University of Pennsylvania

The Pennsylvania State University
The Pennsylvania State University
Dickinson College

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

The University of Texas

Georgia Institute of Technology
University of Michigan

The Pennsylvania State University
Drexel University

Wake Forest University

TCHS Brandywine

West Chester University
Upniversity of Delaware

High Point University

School of Visual Arts

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

Lehigh University

Employment

Upniversity of Illinois

James Madison University
Millersville University

Dugquesne University

The Pennsylvania State University
Delaware County Community College
DeSales University

West Chester University

Drexel University

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Isha Dhakne

Rajvir Dhillon
Aman Diab

Abigail Diamond
James Diginto
Ellie DiMedio
Daniella DiRocco
Sritanvi Doma
Quinn Donatone
William Dong
Jenna Doyle

Maya Dub

Joseph Duffy

Eden Duffy-Gauger
Phillip DuPont
Prarrthanasri Duraimurugan
Lara Duval

Giana Dziedzic
Josephine Early
Milledge Estes
Jhordan Fajardo Castro
Alisha Flanagan
Alexandra Focht
Nina Fornataro
Haven Franks
Kiersten French
Julia Gajewska
Miles Gallese
Daniel Gardner
Benjamin Garrett
Kira Garrett

Albert Gentle
Christopher Georgopulos
Hope Gilbert

Nina Ginelli
Madeline Goldin
Jada Gonzalez
Paola Gonzalez Ortiz
Hector Gonzalez Trejo
Cameron Gosa
Nathan Grainer
Dante Grandizio
Carter Grant
William Granto
Austin Greco
Ryan Guan

Sravya Gurajala
Dalia Gutierrez
Ameer Hanna
Gayathri Haridas
Nicholas Harvey
Luke Helmle
Samantha Henry
Daisy Hodgson
Charlie Holt

Emma Holt

Luna Hughes
Brady Hunt
Cameron Hutchinson
Patrick Hynes
Olivia Iams

Simone Ibasco
Mihir Iyer

Jamie Jackson
Varun Jagannathan
Diya Jagdish

Neava Jagtap
Rishika Jannapureddy
Sayonara Jara
Gladwell Jebiwott
Ajay Jegan Mohan
Autumn Johnson
Douglas Johnson
Ishaan Johsi
Damaris Jones
Aiden Joniec
Alexander Juarez
Inika Kadu

Suryaa Kanwar
Sudeep Kapu

Amay Kapur

Varun Kartick
Akshaya Katam
Liesl Keller

Mia Kelly

Emily Keshgegian

Seton Hill University

University of California Santa Barbara
West Chester University
Georgetown University
Employment

Drexel University

Community College in Florida
Upniversity of Pittsburgh
University of North Carolina Wilmington
Carnegie Mellon University
Hawaii Pacific University

TCHS Discover Program

The Pennsylvania State University
West Chester University
Immaculata University

West Chester University

Florida State University

The University of Alabama
Upniversity of Colorado

TCHS Discover Program
Immaculata University

Temple University

University of Delaware

West Chester University

West Chester University

The Pennsylvania State University
Lehigh University

Employment

University of Illinois

University of Georgia

The University of Tennessee
Delaware County Community College
University of North Carolina Wilmington
Hofstra University

The Pennsylvania State University
University of Florida

West Chester University

West Chester University

Temple University

The George Washington University
Gettysburg College

Unknown

Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute
University of South Carolina

The Pennsylvania State University
The Pennsylvania State University
The Pennsylvania State University
Emploment

The Pennsylvania State University
University of Michigan

The Pennsylvania State University
Franklin & Marshall College
Ursinus College

Immaculata University

Rochester Institute of Technology
Upniversity of Pittsburgh
Undecided

Delaware County Community College
Drexel University

Monmouth University

College of Charleston

Temple University

Purdue University

Royal Holloway University of London
University of Michigan

Drexel University

Upniversity of Pennsylvania

Gap Year

Employment

Saint Joseph’s University
University of Illinois

East Stroudsburg University
Employment

The University of Texas

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

Delaware County Community College
Upnited States Air Force Academy
The Pennsylvania State University
Ursinus College

University of South Florida
Drexel University

The Pennsylvania State University
University of Pittsburgh

Florida Gulf Coast University
Gap Year

West Chester University



 tomorrow” — Audrey Hepburn

Markella Kevgas
Mohammadhossein. Khosroshahi
Emellia Kiely

William Kim

Tristan King

Grant Kocsy

Aathreya Kommera
Dane Kontra
Nathaniel Kontra
Aaditya Krishna
Anirudh Krishnakumar
Micah Kwak

Reilly Lackman
Oliver Lang

Miles Largent
Thomas Lavin

Olivia Lehman
Addison Leibfried
Josephine Leipold
Diana Lemus Madrid
Lizbeth Leon Zuniga
David Li

Janna Liu

Dayyan Lodhi

Edgar Lopez Chacon
Salome Lopez Siguencia
Chris Lopez-Siguencia
Akira Lovasz

Scarlett Lowden
Yi-Yuan Lu

Kelly Lucero

Erica Ludin

Maui Lumb

Chloe Ma

Kacee Magee
Kirtan Maheswaram
Sean Mahoney

Luis Maldonado Cadilla
Jianna Mancini
Kevin Matta

Dylan Matthews
Emma Mayer

Chase McClellan
Elizabeth McClennen
Lily McCusker

Emily McDonald
Esme McFee
Elizabeth McNulty
Everett Mealey

Aridai Mendoza Rojas
Lucas Mercurio
Maximos Miller
Paige Miller

Matteo Mobile
Jennifer Montesdeoca Salinas
Abdul-Aziz Moore
Carrig ' Moore

Maya Moore

Joseph Morinelli
Max Mullin

Gaby Munoz-Ortiz
Varsha Muthiah
Subhash Muthu
Nicholas Myers
Mohamed Najeh
Manaf Nashed
William Ngo

Brennen O’Shea
Kaitlyn Oliver
Fopefoluwa Osikoya
Benjamin Oswald
Matthew Over

Mini Pagilla

David Parsons
Samantha Parsons
Chase Pasquale
Andrew Passic

Ahana Patel

Ami Paul

Natalie Payne

Colin Peacock
Abagael Perazzoli
Nathaniel Perricone
Henry Perrin

Hannah Pinnock
Lucas Powlick

The University of Scranton
Purdue University

Muhlenberg College

Drexel University

Upnited States Marines
Pennsylvania College of Technology
The Pennsylvania State University
Syracuse University

Syracuse University

The Pennsylvania State University
Upniversity of Pittsburgh
Upniversity of Pittsburgh

Bryant & Stratton College
Upniversity of Vermont

Automotive Training Center

The Catholic University of America
Upniversity of Delaware

Delaware County Community College
West Chester University
Employment

Employment

Temple University

Drexel University

Temple University

Employment

Immaculata University

Upnited States Marines

The Pennsylvania State University
Upniversity of Mississippi
Washington University

Delaware County Community College
Temple University

Harcum College

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

Harcum College

Purdue University

Upniversity of Colorado

Saint Joseph’s University

The Pennsylvania State University
Temple University

Elon University

University of Virginia
Employment

Virgina Tech

Auburn University

Dugquesne University

University of Edinburgh

Eastern University

Immaculata University

Delaware County Community College
University of Delaware

Gap Year

West Chester University

West Chester University

Delaware County Community College
HVAC Apprenticeship

The Pennsylvania State University
Saint Joseph’s University

West Chester University

La Salle University

West Chester University
Upniversity of Michigan

The Pennsylvania State University
Drexel University

Gap Year

Temple University

Purdue University

Williamson College of the Trades
Seton Hall University

Temple University

Virgina Tech

The Pennsylvania State University
Pace University

The Pennsylvania State University
Kutztown University

York College

West Chester University
Northeastern University

Arcadia University

Florida Atlantic University
Commonwealth University
American University

San Diego State University

The Pennsylvania State University
The Pennsylvania State University
Saint Joseph’s University

Rajvir Purohit

Bessy Quesada Mendoza
Sarah Quintero
Ethan Raab

Valery Rabchanka
Shivani Rajeshwaran
Raya Rakesh

Gideon Ramirez
Jasmine Ramos
Zuhaad Rathore
Shreyas Ravoori
Ella Regn

Mason Reiser
Marina Reznik
Rylee Richardson
Nathan Richter
Noah Risinger
Logan Roberts
Marco Rodriguez
Felipe Rosario Siqueira
Aryan Roy

Andrew Rule
Antonia Salatore
Emma Samet
Isabella Samuel
Krishna Sanghani
Tanisha Saran
Nishant Saraswat
Dayanandh Saravanan
Dayanidi Saravanan
Charlotte Sayer
Katherine Schadl
Abigail Scherling
Aidan Schestok
William Schlegel
Michael Schlorff
Addie Schonherz
Amere Scott-Waller
Shaktinetra Senthil Kumar
Aneeq Shah

Rayna Shallcross
Pranav Shanmugavelu
Avi Sharma

Britcey Siguenza-Zuniga
Gabriel Silvano
Hayden Simon
Aarna Singh
Anurag Singha Roy
Kavya Sivarupan
Isabelle Smedley
Kayleigh Smith
Sanne Smits

Mark Soderland

Tila Son

William Song

Sofia Soto Ospina
Ryan Spiess

Swetha Sridhar
Greyson Stahl
Lillian Stanton
Sean Stevens

Clare Stiles

Nathan Surber

Ian Swaby

Shaurya Tandon
Brandon Tang
Nathan Taylor
Mackenna Thomas
Wyatt Thomas

Taryn Threadgill
Harry Traynor
Brooklyn Troha
Lukas Turner

Undecided

Employment

West Chester University

The University of Arizona

Boston University

University of Georgia

Georgetown University

American University

Delaware County Community College
Rutgers University

Rutgers University

Undecided

The Pennsylvania State University
The Pennsylvania State University
West Chester University
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Immaculata University

University of Delaware

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology

Thomas Jefferson University
University of Michigan

West Chester University
Immaculata University

Kenyon College

Saint Joseph’s University

New York University

Drexel University

The Pennsylvania State University
Northeastern University

Purdue University

Thomas Jefferson University

The College of William and Mary
Tufts University

West Chester University

Saint Joseph’s University
University of Illinois

Clemson Uniyversity

Thiel College

University of South Florida

Hult International Business School - Dubai

Moore College of Art and Design
University of Pittsburgh

The Pennsylvania State University
Immaculata University

Automotive Training Center

The Pennsylvania State University
Case Western Reserve University
Rutgers University

Lehigh University

University of Rhode Island

West Chester University

Drexel University

West Chester University

Temple University

The Pennsylvania State University
Hofstra University

Florida State University

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

Syracuse University

The Pennsylvania State University
Trade School

Immaculata University

Delaware County Community College
United States Air Force

The Pennsylvania State University
Pennsylvania College of Technology
The Pennsylvania State University
The University of Alabama
Delaware County Community College
Gettysburg College

The Catholic University of America
University of Delaware

Washington College

List continues on next page...

Flower Artwork by Daisy Li
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The final list of seniors who will continue to flourish...

Victoria Ucar
Raghuveer Ulligaddala
Brady V’Soske

Jessica Vance
Dheekshitha Vijay
Sahana Vijay

Paolo Villarreal Sanchez

Lisbeth Villatoro
Khoi Vu

Joy Wafula

Taj Walker
Jingxuan Wang
Arin Wani
Sophia Warner
Daisha Watson
William White
Nathan Wilner
Christopher Woodard
Avery Woods
Lindsay Wustner
Diellza Xhigoli
Isaac Xiao
Zichen Xu
Amanda Yang
Zachary Yonker
Austin Yoo
Tyler Yost
Andrew Yuhasz
Gitzel Zamora Pascual

Melanie Zelaya Buckley

Yifan Zhang

Nicholas Zhou

Lesli Zhunio Velez
Lisbet Zhunio Velez
Kelly Zuniga

Jhenifer Zuniga Castro
Brian Zuniga-Siguenza

Elizabethtown College

Undecided

The Pennsylvania State University
Syracuse University

University of Rochester

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

The George Washington University
Delaware County Community College
West Chester University

Thomas Jefferson University
Unknown

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
The Unipversity of Texas

Washington College

Delaware County Community College
TCHS

Upniversity of Florida

Muhlenberg College

The Pennsylvania State University
Hofstra University

West Chester University

Northeastern University

The Pennsylvania State University
The Pennsylvania State University
Salisbury University

Upniversity of Pittsburgh

Saint Joseph’s University

TCHS Discover Program

The Pennsylvania State University
Gap Year

The Pennsylvania State University
Delaware County Community College
Drexel University

Drexel University

Bucks County Community College
Gap Year

The Pennsylvania State University

One “MO” Senior Spotlight-- A Mrs. lannucci Pun!

Mohammadhossein Khosroshahi

Where will your next garden be planted? What are your ‘“plan[t]s” for the future?

I plan to attend Purdue University to pursue a degree in Aeronautical & Astronautical Engineering.
In the future, I hope to work for NASA, specifically at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). My dream is
to work with some of the best scientists and engineers to bring humanity to Mars. It’s just one small step
toward a giant leap!

What high school teacher helped “cultivate” an academic passion? How?

I"d give this title to two teachers: Mr. Moffett and Mr. Weist. Mr. Moffett got me into mathematics
because of a silly story about René Descartes and a fly. That inspired me to take mathematics much more
seriously, and I developed a crazy passion for it. Mr. Weist got me into physics before I'd even taken the
class. I"d show him random videos on physics topics I had not learned yet, and he’d explain them to me, and
I’d somehow understand them. He truly showed me that science is elegant. I seriously owe a lot to these two
teachers for making me passionate about my academics, especially in STEM.

In the future, where would you like to see your “roots” take hold?

As mentioned previously, I do hope to work at NASA/JPL, but I also hope to have the opportunity to
become an adjunct professor. I love STEM, but I also love helping my friends with math and physics, so it
would be exhilarating to have the chance to work as an engineer and teach at a university.

There is a flower called ‘“forget-me-not.” What would you like Great Valley to remember you for?

I hope Great Valley remembers me for the work I did with our robotics club. I really put in a lot of effort
to expand the club and bring it to what we like to call its “golden age.” I hope it continues to be the place
that helps develop members into passionate engineers who want to make a positive change in the world.

Do you see yourself as a flower bed or flower bouquet?

I hope to be a flower bed. I think bouquets are a bit flashy, and most of the time they’re just for
temporary decoration. On the other hand, flower beds bring a lasting charm to your home and need to be
cared for, just as a human does.

Are you more annual, meaning do you need to be replanted, renewed with the start of a new year?
OR are you a perennial, meaning you sustain consistent energy and enthusiasm throughout the year?
Please explain.

I’d say I am more of a perennial. I try my best to keep a positive attitude and steady energy throughout
the year, even when assignments start stacking up and I feel like I have very little time. I do not usually need
a “fresh start” or a new year to feel motivated again. Instead, I try to stay consistent and keep going, even
during stressful weeks. However, I still will get tired; it’s only natural for me. But thankfully, I have a group
of people who’ll encourage me to keep going, and my long-term goals keep me disciplined even when the
going gets tough.
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There is a given or “botanical” name in flowers. EX: Narcissus
and the common name Daffodil. What is your full given first name
and what is your nickname?

Full first name: Mohammadhossein. Nickname: Mo. A real
contrast in length, really! Mr. Ellis was the trailblazer who gave me the
moniker “Mo,” and it stuck with everyone else, so I kept it.
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Three more seniors share thoughts of themselves through the metaphor of flowers

Jhordan Fajardo Castro

What high school teacher helped “cultivate” an academic passion? How?

I think I could say that Mr. Staley was one of those people; his wise advice—along with his maturity
and unwavering positivity —gave me the encouragement I needed to keep moving forward and to recognize
what was truly best for me.

A high school has many flowers in its garden. Who were your best “buds?

Brian Zuniga, Chris Cabrera, Valentina Lucero, Mr. Staley, and Ms. Kennedy were my closest friends —
the people with whom I shared wonderful moments and who helped me the most in making the most of my
time on the Great Valley High School campus.

There is a flower called “forget-me-not.” What would you like Great Valley to remember you for?

I would like Great Valley to remember me not merely as a student, but as a person who had the
opportunity to truly enjoy the experience—and, in doing so, to transform my perspective on the meaning of
life, morality, and thought.

Some flowers have thorns. What challenges did you endure (academically, athletically, socially,
etc.) that you overcame and now you are able to see the beauty of your accomplishments even if
initially there was pain?

I would say that my greatest challenge was my ability to socialize. I played soccer at Great Valley,
where the biggest obstacle was the language barrier, because I could not express my feelings or thoughts to
my teammates. Without a doubt, one of my greatest sources of support was my soccer team; they helped me
overcome this challenge and gave me the wonderful experience of learning about a new culture and sharing
in a healthy environment.

There is a given or ‘“botanical” name in flowers. EX: Narcissus and the common name Daffodil.
What is your full given first name and what is your nickname?

My name is Jhordan Fajardo, and my nickname is “Hoyo” (Hole)—because, during a field trip once, I
fell right into one.

Brenda Castillo-De Leon

Where will your next garden be planted? What are your ‘“plan[t]s” for the future?

I will be attending St. Joseph’s University and studying chemistry.

What high school teacher helped “‘cultivate” an academic passion? How?

Mrs. Kelsey DeMarcantonio always encouraged me to pursue my dream and not care what other people
think.

A high school has many flowers in its garden. Who were your best “buds?”

I have a lot of close friends, and I am very thankful for all of them.

In the future, where would you like to see your “roots” take hold?

I would like to learn the science behind makeup and eventually work for a well-known makeup brand
company.

There is a flower called “forget-me-not.” What would you like Great Valley to remember you for?

My hard work and kindness.

Some flowers have thorns. What challenges did you endure (academically, athletically, socially,
etc.) that you overcame and now you are able to see the beauty of your accomplishments even if
initially there was pain?

I felt like I struggled in the beginning with knowing what I wanted to do with my life, where I wanted
to go to school, etc. Now I am really proud of myself for finding myself throughout high school and figuring
out what I want to do in the future.

What flower(s) reveal(s) something about your personality?

I feel like an orchid reveals that I am gentle and complex but also sensitive to the needs of others.

Do you see yourself as a flower bed or flower bouquet?

A bouquet.

Are you more annual, meaning do you need to be replanted, renewed with the start of a new
year? OR are you a perennial, meaning you sustain consistent energy and enthusiasm throughout the
year? Please explain.

I would consider myself perennial because I like consistency. However, I have been challenging myself
to be more annual and take advantage of a fresh start.

“To tforget how to dig the earth and to

tend the soil 1s to forget ourselves”

~Mahatma Ghandi



A bouquet of entertainment for summer fun and relaxtion

lack an
ite Fil

Novels
Flowers for Algernon—Daniel Keyes
Flowers in the Attic—V.C. Andrews

In Full Bloom—Francesca Serritella

East of Eden—John Steinbeck
Dandelion Wine—Ray Bradbury
Perks of Being a Wallflower — Stephen Chbosky
White Oleander— Janet Fitch
Short Stories
“A Rose for Emily” — William Faulkner
“The Flowers” — Alice Walker
“The Garden Party” —Katherine Mansfield
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The Purple Rose
“Build M Butt ”—The Foundati :
ui e Up Buttercup e Foundations of Cairo
Every Rose has its Thorn” —Poison The Secret Garden
“Kiss f Rose” —Seal .
iss from a Rose”™—Sea Black Narcissus
“Sunflower” —Post Malone
“Flowers” —Miley Cyrus In Color
“Bloom” —The Paper Kites
“Garden S »_ Phoebe Brid Steel Magnolias
arden song —=rhoebe bridgers Killers of the Flower Moon
“Lotus Flower” —Radiohead Garden State
i~ e e s Midnight in the Garden
Daisies” —Katy Perry of Good and Evil
CYRTS ” The Best Exotic
Wildflowers” —Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers Marigold Hotel
Magnolia
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