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AP Literature and Language 26-27 Summer Homework 

• Select one book written by one of the authors listed on the next page that you have not read 
before. 

• Read the entire novel. 
• Fill out the accompanying novel analysis sheets. 
• Keep a journal of at least 20 entries 

o This does NOT need to be related to the novel you read.  
o These can be personal. Ensure you have at least ONE entry that you are okay with your 

teacher reading. The rest will remain personal. 

Bring a copy of your novel, the completed analysis packet, and your completed journal entries on the first 
day class. 

 

  



Keep a journal of at least 20 entries. These can be personal. Ensure you have at least ONE entry that you 
are okay with your teacher reading. The rest will remain personal. If	you	would	like	prompts	for	
journaling,	feel	free	to	pick	from	the	following	(or	Google	some	of	your	own). 

 
 

1. When	did	you	first	become	yourself?	
2. Have	you	ever	met	someone	who	reminded	you	of	yourself?	
3. What	milestone	makes	someone	an	adult?	
4. How	do	you	define	“success”	and	“achievement”?		What	is	your	greatest	success	or	achievement?	
5. If	you	could	trade	one	aspect	of	your	personality	for	another,	what	would	you	get	rid	of—and	what	

would	you	want	in	its	place?	
6. Write	about	the	first	time	you	felt	guilt.	
7. What	do	you	need	to	be	happy?	
8. What	is	the	most	selfless	thing	you’ve	ever	done?	
9. What	do	you	think	falling	in	love	is	like?	
10. 	Write	about	a	time	when	someone	offered	you	something	that	you	weren’t	sure	you	should	

accept.	
11. 	Are	you	the	kind	of	person	who	likes	to	look	back	or	look	ahead?		Why?	
12. 	Do	you	believe	in	regrets?		Why	or	why	not?	
13. 	If	you	could	visit	any	one	famous	place	in	the	world,	what	would	you	want	to	see?		Why?	
14. What	is	your	favorite	work	of	art	(visual,	written,	musical,	etc.)?	Why	does	it	speak	to	you?	
15. Write	about	one	thing	you	know	for	sure	about	yourself.	
16. What	emotion	do	you	feel	most	frequently?		Describe	it.	
17. What	is	the	most	unique	thing	about	you?	
18. What	is	your	spirit	animal?		Describe	how	you	relate	to	it.	
19. 	Where	do	you	see	yourself	in	10	years?	
20. 	What	is	life’s	greatest	mystery?	
21. 	Who	is	the	most	important	person	in	your	life?		What	does	he	or	she	mean	to	you?	
22. 	Is	there	anything	missing	from	your	life?		How	could	you	find	it?	
23. 	What	is	the	most	artistic	thing	about	your	life?		Is	it	something	you	created	intentionally	or	that	

happened	unintentionally?	
24. 	Are	you	interested	in	politics?		Why	or	why	not?	
25. 	Make	a	list	of	20	things	that	make	you	happy.		Write	a	brief	sentence	about	each	one.	
26. 	What	would	you	do	if	you	had	to	spend	a	full	72	hours	by	yourself?		Do	you	think	you	would	enjoy	

it?		Why	or	why	not?	
27. 	What	is	one	thing	that	you	will	never	give	up,	no	matter	what?	
28. 	Do	you	believe	volunteering	makes	a	difference?		Why	or	why	not?	
29. 	Write	about	a	time	when	someone	made	you	feel	understood.	
30. 	When	you	are	stressed,	do	you	like	to	hang	out	with	friends	or		to	be	left	alone?		Why?	
31. 	Do	you	consider	yourself	a	feminist?		Why	or	why	not?	
32. 	If	you	could	leave	a	message	for	your	great-great-grandkids,	what	would	you	want	to	say?	
33. 	Do	you	believe	eating	meat	is	animal	cruelty?		Why	or	why	not?	
34. 	What	is	the	greatest	challenge	your	generation	faces?		Why?	
35. 	What	will	automatically	make	you	trust	someone?	
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In AP Literature and AP Language you will read texts from many genres closely, analyze the choices the 
author of the text made, and discuss the functions and eNects of those choices. AP Literature focuses on  

The Big Six: 

Character, Setting, Structure, Narration, Figurative Language, and Literary Argument 

For your summer homework, select a book written by one of the authors from the attached list. These are 
authors that have appeared as suggestions for the Open-Ended free response question on previous AP 
Literature exams. Do your best to analyze The Big Six elements and techniques by answering the 
questions on the following pages with cited quotes from your text and a thorough analysis and 
explanation. 

**Please Note: If you do not complete your summer homework, you will be moved into a di=erent English IV class. 

Please do not read the following as these are texts we will read together: 

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Hamlet by William Shakespear 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge 

Sula by Toni Morrison 

 

Book Title:         Author:     

Publication Date:    

Why did you select this title: 

 

 

Do a bit of research on the author and summarize it here: 

 

 

 

  



CHARACTER–Who are the people in this text and why are they important? 
Select one of the main characters from your novel to analyze. 

 
 Quote + Analysis 
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Character—continued 
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Character—Continued 
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SETTING 
Where and when does the story happen and why does that matter? 

 Quote + Analysis 
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Setting—continued 
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STRUCTURE 
How is the story built and why does that matter? 

 Quote + Analysis 
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Structure—continued 
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NARRATION 
Who tells the story and how does that shape meaning? 

 Quote + Analysis 
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Narration—continued 
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FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 
How does the language used create and manipulate the meaning? 

 Quote + Analysis 
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Figurative Language—continued 
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LITERARY ARGUMENTATION 
What claim can I make about the text and how can I prove it? 

 Quote + Analysis 
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Figurative Language—continued 
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