
Summer Reading List for Juniors 
 

Pick ONE from the four options listed below to read this summer. Please read and annotate your 
selected book with the concept of identity vs. culture in mind.  

 
Summer Reading List for Junior CP English 

 
Pick ONE from the four options listed below to read this summer. Please read and annotate 
your selected book with the concept of identity vs. culture in mind. 

 
 

What is a Lexile score? 
The Lexile Framework® for Reading is a scientific approach 
to measuring both reading ability and the text complexity of 
reading materials on the same developmental scale. Scores 
range from 200 to 1700. Lexile measures are a measure of text 
difficulty. They do not address age-appropriateness, student 
interest or the quality of the text.  
To give you a better idea of what a Lexile score is, here are 
some of the books you read in 10th grade with their score. 
Read more about Lexile scores here.  
 
 

 
Memoirs 

 
Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom 

Lexile Score: 830 
 Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher or a colleague? Someone older, patient 
and wise, who understood you when you were young and searching, and gave you 
sound advice to help you make your way through it? For Mitch Albom, that person 
was Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from nearly twenty years ago.Maybe, 
like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as you made your way, and the insights 
faded. Wouldn't you like to see that person again, ask the bigger questions that still 
haunt you? Mitch Albom had that second chance. He rediscovered Morrie in the last 
months of the older man's life. Knowing he was dying of ALS - or motor neurone 
disease - Mitch visited Morrie in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to back 
in college. Their rekindled relationship turned into one final 'class': lessons in how 

to live. Tuesdays with Morrie is a magical chronicle of their time together, through which Mitch shares 
Morrie's lasting gift with the world. 
 
 
 

 

 

https://lexile.com/educators/understanding-lexile-measures/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B002TXZRNQ/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1


 

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 
Lexile Score: 780 
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a 

criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa 
mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living 
proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years 
of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide 
him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated 
by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a 
grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a 
centuries-long struggle. 
 
 
 

 
Fiction 

The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
Lexile Score: 850 
Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly human 
soul (and an obsession with opposable thumbs), he has educated himself by 
watching television extensively, and by listening very closely to the words of 
his master, Denny Swift, an up-and-coming race car driver. Through Denny, 
Enzo has gained tremendous insight into the human condition, and he sees that 
life, like racing, isn’t simply about going fast. Using the techniques needed on 
the race track, one can successfully navigate all of life’s ordeals. A 
heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, 
love, loyalty, and hope, The Art of Racing in the Rain is a beautifully crafted 
and captivating look at the wonders and absurdities of human life…as only a 
dog could tell it. 
 

 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

Lexile Score: 590 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she 
attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr 
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands 
of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a 
national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer 
and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some 
cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What 
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only 
person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does 
not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 

https://www.amazon.com/Born-Crime-Stories-African-Childhood-ebook/dp/B01DHWACVY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3P4AE7K07S5VV&keywords=born+a+crime&qid=1654258104&s=digital-text&sprefix=bon+a+crime%2Cdigital-text%2C125&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Racing-Rain-Novel-ebook/dp/B0017SWPXY/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+art+of+racing+in+the+rain&qid=1654258166&s=digital-text&sprefix=the+art+of+ra%2Cdigital-text%2C155&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hate-U-Give-Angie-Thomas/dp/0062498533

