
A.P. Language and Composition: Summer Reading Assignment 
 
 

In order to begin preparing for the AP test, I have put together the following assignments to be 
completed over the summer: 
 

I.​ Purchase, closely read and annotate the following texts: 
A.​ Educated by Tara Westover 
B.​ Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 

II.​ Annotations should focus on  
A.​ rhetorical appeals 

1.​ Pathos 
2.​ Logos 
3.​ Ethos 

B.​ Style and Craft 
1.​ Diction 

a)​ Connotation vs denotation 
b)​ Formal vs. informal 

2.​ Syntax (sentence structure) 
a)​ Simple vs. complex 
b)​ Compound and compound-complex  
c)​ Parallel structure 
d)​ Juxtaposition 
e)​ Rhetorical questions 

3.​ Tone 
 
As the books are your own personal property, I am requiring that all annotations be done in the 
text, and not computer generated. Be prepared with all materials for our first class session in 
September, as they will be used for various assessments. Enjoy your summer! 
 
 
Mr. Dachik 
English Teacher 


