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As a result of the passage of California Assembly Bill 1542, local county child care and development
planning councils were established with the purpose of providing a forum that identifies the local
priorities for child care and the development of policies to meet the needs identified within those
priorities. 

Sixteen members of each county Local Planning Council are co-selected by the county Board of
Supervisors and the county Superintendent of Schools to represent specific categories as outlined
in legislation. 

As part of the responsibilities of the Stanislaus Child Development Local Planning Council, outlined
in California Education Code Section 8499.3 – 8499.7, an assessment of child care needs in
Stanislaus County is to be conducted no less than once every five years. This child care needs
assessment includes, but is not limited to, the following factors:

The Stanislaus Child Development Local Planning Council
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Based upon the information collected, the Stanislaus Child Development Local Planning
Council makes a determination of the child care needs in Stanislaus County for each age
group below and develops local priorities for funding by zip code area. 

0 – 2.11 Years (Infants/Toddlers) 
3 – 5.11 Years (Preschool) 
6 – 11.11 Years (School Age)

Waiting lists for programs funded by the California Department of Education and California Department of Social
Services

Number of children needing child care services by age group 

Supply, demand, cost, and market rates for each category of child care in the county

Overall Child Care Needs

Number of children in migrant agricultural families who move from place to place for work or who are currently
dependent for their income on agricultural employment 

Unique needs based on geographic considerations, including rural areas

Migrant Children & Families

Needs of families eligible (and not eligible) for subsidized child care

Number of children in families receiving public assistance (SSI), including food stamps (SNAP), housing support,
Medi-Cal, and assistance from the Healthy Families program and the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families
(TANF) program 

Family income among families with preschool or school age children

Economic Factors

Need for child care for children determined by the child protective services agency of being (or at
risk of being) neglected, abused, or exploited 

Number of children identified by a regional center or local educational agency as needing
services under an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or an Individualized Education
Program (IEP).

The number of children in the county by primary language spoken

High Need / High Risk Children

ABOUT THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT



Since the 2020 Child Care Needs Assessment: The past five years have been among the most
turbulent California and the nation have ever experienced, marked as they were by the COVID-19
pandemic and its aftermath, significant economic and social instability and a rapidly evolving
technological landscape. These factors and others have profoundly impacted Stanislaus County
early childhood education, the Stanislaus County Office of Education determined while gathering
and analyzing data for this Local Child Care Planning Needs Assessment. The process uncovered
several new demographic trends and challenges that must be effectively addressed in order
to ensure the early childhood education community fulfills its mission of service to
Stanislaus County’s children and families.

Declining Birth Rates: California Health & Human Services Agency data reveals that the number
of children born each year in Stanislaus County continues to drop. The county recorded 6,662 live
births in 2023, the most recent year for which data is available. That figure is down 13% from 2015
(7,700 births) and 25% from the peak year of 2007 (8,826 births). The decline reflects a statewide
trend driven by California’s housing costs, increased access to birth control and larger societal
expectations regarding family size.

Growing Transitional Kindergarten (TK) Enrollment: California Department of Education
enrollment data shows that 3,439 Stanislaus County children were enrolled in TK programs in 2024-
25, a 30% increase from the previous school year. This, too, reflects a statewide trend, as
California’s initiative to expand Universal Prekindergarten (UPK) has led enrollment to nearly double
since 2021. The state has fostered this growth by providing billions of dollars in one-time and
ongoing funding to support access, staffing and facilities, and enrollment is expected to jump again
in 2025-26 as TK becomes available to all 4-year-olds, with September 1 as the age cut-off date.
This growth is not without its challenges, however, as districts struggle to secure facilities and staff
adequate to meet the demand while other child care providers report enrollment declines.

Rising Child Care Costs: Quality child care has grown more expensive over the past five years,
with estimates showing it consuming a larger portion of household income, increasing families’
economic uncertainty. A number of factors have contributed to this, including a post-pandemic
inflation that increased prices across the board and made child care centers more expensive to
operate; rising labor costs stimulated by a new statewide union contract for child care and preschool
providers; and increased demand, as Stanislaus County continues to wrestle with a chronic
shortage of qualified providers. Despite the state’s best efforts, child care costs will continue to rise
as long as the number of affordable slots remains insufficient.

Lingering Impacts of COVID-19: The pandemic is long past, but its effects linger. A University of
California, Berkeley report notes that many Stanislaus County providers still grapple with the range
of issues that followed in COVID’s immediate wake. These include elevated levels of children with
challenging behaviors, as well as children whose development lags behind the norm. Providers also
report difficulty enrolling children to fill the slots of those families who left their program at the height
of the crisis.

Early Childhood Education (ECE) Workforce Challenges: Providers continue to report their
greatest challenges are (1) recruiting staff who hold the necessary child development permits and
(2) retaining qualified early education teachers who are willing to accept the compensation offered
and work the required hours.
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CURRENT CHALLENGES
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Apricots

Beans, Dry

Broccoli

Cherries

Corn

Lettuce

Peaches

Potatoes, Sweet

Tomatoes

Walnuts

Crops

2021 2022 2023 2024
0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

8.3% 5.4% 6.3% 6.9%

552,250
Total Population 

Median Family Income
$83,395

At or Above Poverty

Income

59,246

Children (Ages 0-5) 
of Farmworkers

3,855

Value of Agriculture
$ 3.4 Billion

Migrant Families

DEMOGRAPHICS ECONOMICS WORKFORCE

Median Home Value
$485,000

Unemployment Rates

Housing 

85%

Race / Ethnicity

Primary Language
(ages 5+)

15%
Below Poverty

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Own Home
61%

Two-Parent 
Households

67%

Single-Parent 
Households

33%

Fair Market Rent 
(3 bedroom)

$2,194

Rent Home
39%

Family
Structure

Total Families with
Children <18 

Population by Age

Age 0-2 years                                                

Age 3-5 years

Age 6-11 years

Age 12-17 years

Age 18-44 years

Age 45-64 years

Age 65+ years

(#)

     20,395

23,926

49,522

54,259

203,368

125,875

74,905

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other

6%

3%

48%

38%

5%

English

Spanish

Other

57%

34%

9%

Average 
Family Size 

3.60
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Ages 3-5 Ages 6-12

1,949

7,843
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Foster Children

English Language Learners (ELL)

90%
Children from Socioeconomically

Disadvantaged Households
Children Live in Households
Receiving Public Assistance

40,115

2,911
Homeless Children Grades K-12

Other Economic Factors
of High Need Children 
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SNAPSHOT OF OUR CHILDREN

Special Education Enrollment

TK / Kinder 2,131

3rd Grade 2,280

1st Grade 2,133

4th Grade 2,358

2nd Grade 2,263

5th Grade 2,175

6th Grade 2,069

16,352
Total ELL Children

TOTAL = 9,792

TOTAL = 5,153

SCOE Early Childhood Education 943

13% of children ages 3-12
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1%

64%

24%

3%

13%

27%

33%

27%

41%

49%

10%

At or Above Poverty

83%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other12,903
Children ages

<18

30%
Single-Parent 
Households

4.04
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

4,171
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

70%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$72,179

Median Family Income
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Other
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Below Poverty
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Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

95307
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95313 Child Care Facilities



At or Above Poverty

85%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
152

Children ages
<18

22%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.02
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

67
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

78%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$77,216

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

15%
Below Poverty

32%
65%

3%

12%

21%

20%

47%

95313
95313

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

61%

37%

2%

0%

0%
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Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12
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95316 Child Care Facilities



13%

27%

33%

27%

95313
95316

1%

28%

67%

4%

0%

76%
18%

6%

13

95316
Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

At or Above Poverty

88%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
2,038

Children ages
<18

24%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.52
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

858
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

76%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$99,366

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

12%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)
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SNAPSHOT OF 95319

NO LOCATIONS 
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NOTE: No known licensed childcare facilities are available with a 95319 (Empire) address,
which is a small city surrounded by 95357 (Modesto). Families in this area rely on Family Child
Care Homes, the Empire Union School District, or other facilities located in nearby Modesto.



95313

1%
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52%

46%

0%

95319

53%
47%

10%

28%

34%

28%
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95319
Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

At or Above Poverty

67%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
241

Children ages
<18

75%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.22
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

101
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

25%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$45,230

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

33%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity
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95323 Child Care Facilities
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18%

34%

33%

15%

95313
95323

78%
17%

5%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

1%

32%

63%

4%

0%

17

95323

At or Above Poverty

89%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
357

Children ages
<18

0%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.49
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

123
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

100%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$88,438

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

11%
Below Poverty
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95326 Child Care Facilities
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36%

56%
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95313

19%

35%

31%

15%

72%
25%

3%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12
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95326

At or Above Poverty

88%

Asian

Black
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Other
2,643

Children ages
<18

44%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.15
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

1,176
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

56%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$93,485

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

12%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity
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29%
60%

11%

8%

20%

34%

38%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

95328

13%

71%

16%

0%

21

At or Above Poverty

62%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
1,413

Children ages
<18

19%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.60
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

493
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

81%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$57,672

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

38%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity
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SNAPSHOT OF 95329

NO LOCATIONS 
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NOTE: No known licensed childcare facilities are available with a 95329 (La Grange) address.
Families in this rural, low-population area seek childcare in surrounding locations, including
95386 (Waterford) and 95323 (Hickman).
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Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12
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95329

At or Above Poverty

96%

Asian

Black
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Other
321

Children ages
<18

7%
Single-Parent 
Households

2.64
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

173
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

93%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$95,655

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

4%
Below Poverty
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45%
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70%
23%
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19%

35%

31%

15%

95350
Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12
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At or Above Poverty

83%

Asian

Black

Hispanic
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Other
13,730

Children ages
<18

33%
Single-Parent 
Households

4.04
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

5,760
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

67%
Two-Parent 
Households
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High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$74,005

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

17%
Below Poverty
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27

At or Above Poverty

77%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
14,584

Children ages
<18

45%
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Households
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Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

5,299
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

55%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate
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Less than High School

 
$52,836

Median Family Income

English
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Other
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20%

95313
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Children ages
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3.62
Average 
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Family Structure

2,661
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

66%
Two-Parent 
Households
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Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$66,685
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English
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Other
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Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12
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Other
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Households
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Average 
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Population

Family Income

Family Structure

6,271
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

66%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$91,368

Median Family Income

English
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Other

12%
Below Poverty
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Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12
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3,353
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72%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$70,061

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

17%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
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SNAPSHOT OF 95360
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95360 Child Care Facilities



4%

1%

68%

26%

1%

41%
51%

8%

9%

27%

38%

26%

95360

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

39

At or Above Poverty

79%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
3,262

Children ages
<18

32%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.53
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

1,637
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

68%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$72,309

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

21%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
E

M
O

G
R

A
P

H
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S
E
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O
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O
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S

41%
51%

8%



SNAPSHOT OF 95361
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2%

1%

30%

61%

6%

24%

37%

25%

14%

80%
18%

2%

95361
Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

41

At or Above Poverty

86%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
8,730

Children ages
<18

29%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.29
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

3,465
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

71%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$105,603

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

14%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
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R
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5%

4%

65%

19%

7%

44%
49%

7%

95363

15%

29%

32%

24%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

At or Above Poverty

43

90%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
9,320

Children ages
<18

23%
Single-Parent 
Households

4.04
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

3,697
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

77%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$102,461

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

10%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
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5%

2%

59%

31%

3%

51%
43%

6%

95367

20%

31%

30%

19%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

45

At or Above Poverty

86%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
7,924

Children ages
<18

29%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.89
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

3,210
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

71%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$104,182

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

14%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
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R
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95368 Child Care Facilities



6%

2%

54%

33%

5%

55%
36%

9%

95368

19%

31%

31%

19%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

47

At or Above Poverty

89%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
3,248

Children ages
<18

22%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.65
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

1,427
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

78%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$84,235

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

11%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
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4%

1%

54%

36%

5%

52%
39%

9%

95380

18%

28%

27%

27%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

49

At or Above Poverty

83%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
11,887

Children ages
<18

40%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.54
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

5,143
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

60%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$64,547

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

17%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
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7%

2%

33%

53%

5%

63%
20%

17%

95382

34%

35%

20%

11%

Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

51

At or Above Poverty

93%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
9,678

Children ages
<18

22%
Single-Parent 
Households

3.31
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

4,373
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

78%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$120,247

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

7%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
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3%

1%

51%

43%

2%

9%

25%

37%

29%

60%
36%

4%

95386
Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

53

At or Above Poverty

85%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
2,953

Children ages
<18

34%
Single-Parent 
Households

4.10
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

1,116
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

66%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$100,909

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

15%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
E
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O
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R
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P
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E
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O
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O
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8%

79%

13%

2%
80%

18%

18%

12%

25%

45%

95387Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

55

At or Above Poverty

87%

Asian

Black

Hispanic

White

Other
568

Children ages
<18

22%
Single-Parent 
Households

4.35
Average 

Family Size 

Population

Family Income

Family Structure

171
Families 

with children 
under age 18 in 
the household

78%
Two-Parent 
Households

Bachelor’s/Graduate

High School Graduate/GED

Some College/Associate

Less than High School

 
$46,736

Median Family Income

English

Spanish

Other

13%
Below Poverty

Race / Ethnicity

 

 

Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

Primary Language (Ages 5+)

D
E

M
O

G
R

A
P

H
IC

S
E

C
O

N
O

M
IC

S

0%

0%



Local Planning Councils (LPC) rank zip codes based on the need for child care and development
services to guide the funding of these services. The goal is to ensure equitable access to child care
and programs by directing limited state and federal funds to areas with the highest unmet need.

In spring 2025 (May), the LPC submitted approved priorities to the state. Since then, supply has
increased - driven by expansion of Transitional Kindergarten and more family child care homes - and
demand has shifted. As a result, some priority levels changed. To reflect the latest data, priorities
have been unofficially updated in the Fall 2025 (October) columns below. An asterisk (*) indicates the
priority has not changed from spring to fall. Priority levels remain subject to change and will be
officially reviewed and updated each spring.
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CHILD CARE UNMET NEED PRIORITIES

Spring 2025 Spring 2025 Spring 2025

High
Low
High
Low
Low

Medium 
Low
Low
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High

Medium
Low

* 
* 
* 

Medium 
* 
* 

Medium
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Medium 
* 

Medium 
* 
* 
* 

Medium
* 
* 

High 
High 

* 
* 

Medium
High 
High 

Medium
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Low
Low
High
 Low 
 Low 
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low

Medium
Low

 Low 
 Low 

Medium
Medium

Low
 Low 
 High 
Low

Medium
Low

Medium
Low

* 
* 

Medium 
* 
* 

Low
High

* 
* 
* 
* 

Medium
* 

Low
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Low
Low
High
Low 
Low 

Medium
Low
Low
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High
High

Medium

95307 
95313 
95316 
95319 
95323 
95326 
95328 
95329 
95350 
95351 
95354 
95355 
95356 
95357 
95358 
95360 
95361 
95363 
95367 
95368 
95380 
95382  
95386 
95387 

Ceres
Crows Landing

Denair
Empire

Hickman
Hughson

Keyes
La Grange
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Newman
Oakdale

Patterson
Riverbank

Salida
Turlock
Turlock

Waterford
Westley

Infants/Toddlers

Zip Code City Fall 2025 Fall 2025 Fall 2025

School-AgePreschool

High = Priority 1
Medium = Priority 2
Low = Priority 3

For more information on Priority Levels, please refer to “Definition of Terms” on page 58 of this report.



COST OF UNMET NEED 

Estimated Monthly Cost to Close the Unmet Need Gap

A. The average monthly cost for infant or toddler
care at a licensed facility in Stanislaus County is
$995.07 per child.

B. An estimated 807 infants and toddlers require
childcare, but no slots are available.

C. Calculating the total cost:
807 children X $995.07 monthly rate = $803,021.49
This is the estimated amount needed to fill the
childcare gap.

Sample How to Read:
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Demand: An estimate of the number of children aged 0-11 living in two-parent homes

where both parents are in the labor force, or in single-parent homes where that parent

is employed. This does not include parents seeking care for non-work-related reasons,

such as stay-at-home parents wanting preschool for educational purposes.

Family Child Care Home: Child care provided in a home by a licensed provider from

the California Department of Social Services, Community Care Licensing. Providers

can care for a maximum of eight children (small) or fourteen (large). Large family child

care homes must meet additional staffing and Fire Marshal requirements.

Family, Friends, and Neighbors (FFN): Care provided by relatives, friends, or

neighbors in either the child's or caregiver's home. These providers are generally

exempt from licensing and regulations unless they care for children receiving

government financial assistance.

Homeless: Refers to children and youths who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate

nighttime residence. This includes those sharing housing due to economic hardship,

living in motels, shelters, or cars, and migratory children living in inadequate conditions.

Local Planning Council (LPC) Zip Code Priorities: Per Management Bulletin 15-04

for Stanislaus County:

          Infant/Toddler & Preschool Programs
Priority 1: 40% or more and 150+ eligible children underserved

Priority 2: 25% or more and 75+ eligible children underserved

Priority 3: All other zip codes

         School Age Programs
Priority 1: 40% or more and 200+ eligible children underserved

Priority 2: 25% or more and 100+ eligible children underserved

Priority 3: All other zip codes

Migrant Families: Family units with children where adults engage in farm work, often

traveling within or outside the county.

DEFINITION OF  TERMS
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School Age Program: Programs for school-age youth outside regular school hours,

providing a safe environment for extended learning and social skill development. These

programs foster partnerships among schools, families, and communities.

State Subsidized Program: Child care or preschool programs available to eligible

children in California. Not all programs are statewide; some are free, while others

require a parent fee based on a fee schedule.

Supply: The number of available child care slots for children aged 0-11, including

licensed centers, family child care homes, and school-age centers on elementary

campuses.

Transitional Kindergarten (TK): A free public school program for four-year-old

children as part of a 2-year Kindergarten (K) program. TK nor K are compulsory. 

Universal Prekindergarten (UPK): Initiatives that provide free or low-cost early care

and education for all 3- and 4-year-old children, regardless of their family's income or

immigration status. UPK aims to increase access to quality learning experiences before

kindergarten by integrating various public and private providers, such as Transitional

Kindergarten (TK), California State Preschool Programs (CSPP), Head Start,

community-based organizations, and private preschools.

Unmet Need: An estimate of the gap between child care slots (supply) and the number

of parents/guardians seeking care (demand). A negative number indicates higher

estimated demand than supply.

DEFINITION OF TERMS
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Abused & Neglected Children: As cited on kidsdata.org, California Child Welfare Indicators

Project, CCWIP Reports. University of California at Berkeley & California Dept. of Social

Services (Oct. 2021).

Cost to Meet Unmet Need Gap: MyChildCarePlan, Average Cost of Care Report for

Stanislaus County as of 10/03/2025. Full-time monthly average rate (for infants/toddlers and

preschoolers) and part-time monthly average rate (for school-age) applied to number of

children underserved (as calculated for unmet need).

Declining Birth Rates: California Department of Public Health. California Comprehensive

Birth File (Dynamic), 2024-2025. Compiled by Center for Health Statistics and Informatics.

Date extracted: August 25, 2025.

Demand: ACS 5YR 2023 B23008 Age of Own Children Under 18 Years in Families by Living

Arrangement by Employment Status of Parents; ACS 5 YR 2023 B09001 Population Under

18 Years of Age. Number of children who live in 2 parent homes, both in labor force or in

single parent homes, parent in labor force. Applied age breakdowns from B09001 to B23008

to estimate number of children with working parents for ages 0-2, 3-5, 6-11.

Educational Attainment: ACS 5YR 2023 B15002 Educational Attainment for Population 25+.

ELL Children: (Early Childhood Education) Program Information Report, COPA. 2024-2025,

(TK/Kinder - 6th Grade) California Department of Education, English Learned Students by

Grade. 2024-2025.

Family, Friends, and Neighbors (FFN): CARE Provider Report as of 10/08/2025.

Foster Children: ACS 5YR 2023 B09018 Relationship to Householder for Children Under 18

Years in Households.

Homeless Children: California Department of Education. Homeless Student Enrollment.

2023-2024.

Lingering Impacts of COVID-19 / ECE Workforce Challenges: Center for the Study of Child

Care Employment, University of California, Berkeley. The Early Care and Education

Workforce of Stanislaus County, Anna Powell, Wanzi Muruvi, Abby Copeman Petig, and Lea

J.E. Austin. January 2025.

SOURCES

60



SOURCES

Median Family Income: ACS 5YR 2023 S1903 Median Income in the Past 12 Months (in

2023 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars), Median Income for Families with own children of

householder under 18 years.

Migrant Children: 2022 Census of Agriculture. 2021-2022 National Agricultural Work Survey

(NAWS). Percentage of Migrant/Seasonal Farmworkers with children under age 6 from

NAWS applied to total number of Stanislaus County Farmworkers reported in the Census of

Agriculture.

Number of Families, Family Structure, Average Family Size, and Housing: ACS 5YR 2023

S1101 Households and Families.

Peak Ag Seasons: California Agricultural Statistics Review 2022-2023, California

Department of Food & Agriculture.

Population: (Children 0-17): ACS 5 YR 2023 B09001 Population Under 18 Years by Age;

(Adults 18+): ACS 5YR 2023 DP05 Demographics & Housing Estimates.

Poverty Level: ACS 5YR 2023 S1702 Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months of Families,

Families with related children of householder under 18 years.

Primary Language: ACS 5YR 2023 B16005 Nativity by Language Spoken at Home by Ability

to Speak English for the Population 5 Years & Over.

Public Assistance: ACS 5YR 2023 S0901 Children Characteristics.

Qualify for Subsidy: ACS 5YR 2023 S1901 Income in the Past 12 Months (in 2023 

Inflation-Adjusted Dollars); Preschool: Income Eligible = Family Income <100% of State

Median Income; Infants/Toddlers and School-Age: Income Eligible = Family Income <85% of

State Median Income.

Race/Ethnicity: ACS 5YR 2023 B03002 Hispanic or Latino Origin by Race.

Special Education Enrollment: California Department of Education. Special Education

Enrollment. 2024-2025.
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SOURCES
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Supply: (1) MyChildCarePlan, Provider List for Stanislaus County as of 10/03/2025. (2)

California Department of Education. Census Day Enrollment Data 2024-2025. Submitted

and certified by LEAs and/or charter schools as part of the annual CALPADS Fall 1

submission. (3) Map Source: EasyMapMaker.com.

Transitional Kindergarten Enrollment: California Department of Education. Census Day

Enrollment Data 2024-2025. Submitted and certified by LEAs and/or charter schools as part

of the annual CALPADS Fall 1 submission.

Unemployment: Employment Development Department, Unemployment (Labor Force), not

seasonally adjusted.

Unmet Need: Demand – Supply = Unmet Need.

Value of Ag Production: California County Agricultural Commissioners’ Report, Crop Year

2021-2022, released March 2024.

Waiting for Care: COPA Waiting List and Stanwait as of 10/01/2025. Ceres Unified School

District CSPP Waiting List as of 10/09/2025.
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	A FEW THINGS TO NOTE
	1. It is recognized that child care is often provided by friends, family, and neighbors (FFN). This type of informal child care arrangement is difficult to count, however there are approximately 756 unlicensed FFN that are known in Stanislaus County because of their participation in various early care and education programs, trainings, and workshops available to the community.
	2. Funders drive data that is collected and available to conduct this needs assessment. Given the diversity of programs and funders, estimating supply and demand is more of an art than a science due to the misalignment, fragmentation, and duplication of the various available data sources. The Stanislaus Child Development Local Planning Council continues to work towards developing an assessment that is a true reflection of child care supply, demand, and unmet need in our county.
	3. For the most up-to-date information about whether a particular center or family child care home is open, contact the Stanislaus County Child Care Resource & Referral program, at (209) 238-6400 or go to www.findchildcarestanislaus.org to get a list of providers.


	ABOUT THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT
	The Stanislaus Child Development Local Planning Council
	As a result of the passage of California Assembly Bill 1542, local county child care and development planning councils were established with the purpose of providing a forum that identifies the local priorities for child care and the development of policies to meet the needs identified within those priorities.
	Sixteen members of each county Local Planning Council are co-selected by the county Board of Supervisors and the county Superintendent of Schools to represent specific categories as outlined in legislation.
	As part of the responsibilities of the Stanislaus Child Development Local Planning Council, outlined in California Education Code Section 8499.3 – 8499.7, an assessment of child care needs in Stanislaus County is to be conducted no less than once every five years. This child care needs assessment includes, but is not limited to, the following factors:
	Overall Child Care Needs
	Migrant Children & Families
	Economic Factors

	High Need / High Risk Children
	Need for child care for children determined by the child protective services agency of being (or at risk of being) neglected, abused, or exploited
	Number of children identified by a regional center or local educational agency as needing services under an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or an Individualized Education Program (IEP).
	The number of children in the county by primary language spoken
	Based upon the information collected, the Stanislaus Child Development Local Planning Council makes a determination of the child care needs in Stanislaus County for each age group below and develops local priorities for funding by zip code area.
	0 – 2.11 Years (Infants/Toddlers)
	3 – 5.11 Years (Preschool)
	6 – 11.11 Years (School Age)


	CURRENT CHALLENGES
	SNAPSHOT OF OUR CHILDREN
	English Language Learners (ELL)
	SCOE Early Childhood Education

	943
	TK / Kinder

	2,131
	1st Grade

	2,133
	2nd Grade

	2,263
	3rd Grade

	2,280
	4th Grade

	2,358
	5th Grade

	2,175
	6th Grade

	2,069
	16,352

	Special Education Enrollment
	TOTAL = 9,792
	Other Economic Factors of High Need Children
	40,115


	HIGH NEED CHILDREN
	Abused & Neglected Children
	TOTAL = 5,153
	Other Economic Factors of High Risk Children
	2,911
	2,346



	HIGH RISK CHILDREN
	Ceres

	SNAPSHOT OF 95307
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95307
	Race / Ethnicity
	4,171
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	12,903
	Other
	Children ages <18
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	Family Structure

	70%
	Two-Parent  Households

	30%
	Single-Parent  Households

	4.04
	Average  Family Size
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Family Income

	$72,179
	Median Family Income

	17%
	Below Poverty

	83%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Crows Landing

	SNAPSHOT OF 95313
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95313
	95313
	Race / Ethnicity
	152
	Family Structure

	78%
	22%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	3.02
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$77,216
	15%
	85%
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Denair

	SNAPSHOT OF 95316
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95313
	95316
	95316
	Race / Ethnicity
	858
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	2,038
	Children ages <18
	Other
	0%
	Family Structure

	76%
	Two-Parent  Households

	24%
	Single-Parent  Households
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	3.52
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$99,366
	Median Family Income

	12%
	Below Poverty

	88%
	At or Above Poverty
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Empire

	SNAPSHOT OF 95319
	NO LOCATIONS
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12


	95319
	95313
	95319
	Race / Ethnicity
	101
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure

	25%
	Two-Parent  Households

	75%
	Single-Parent  Households
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	241
	Children ages <18
	Other
	0%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	0%


	3.22
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$45,230
	Median Family Income

	33%
	Below Poverty

	67%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Hickman

	SNAPSHOT OF 95323
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95323
	95313
	95323
	Race / Ethnicity
	123
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White


	357
	Children ages <18
	Other
	0%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	100%
	Two-Parent  Households

	0%
	Single-Parent  Households

	3.49
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$88,438
	Median Family Income

	11%
	Below Poverty

	89%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Hughson

	SNAPSHOT OF 95326
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95326
	95313
	Race / Ethnicity
	1,176
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure

	56%
	Two-Parent  Households

	44%
	Single-Parent  Households
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	2,643
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	3.15
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$93,485
	Median Family Income

	12%
	Below Poverty

	88%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Keyes

	SNAPSHOT OF 95328
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95328
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Race / Ethnicity
	493
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White


	1,413
	Children ages <18
	Other
	0%
	0%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	81%
	Two-Parent  Households

	19%
	Single-Parent  Households

	3.60
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income


	$57,672
	Median Family Income

	38%
	Below Poverty

	62%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	La Grange

	SNAPSHOT OF 95329
	NO LOCATIONS
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12


	95329
	Race / Ethnicity
	173
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	321
	Children ages <18
	Other
	0%
	Family Structure

	93%
	Two-Parent  Households

	7%
	Single-Parent  Households

	2.64
	Average  Family Size
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$95,655
	Median Family Income

	4%
	Below Poverty

	96%
	At or Above Poverty
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Modesto

	SNAPSHOT OF 95350
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95350
	Race / Ethnicity
	5,760
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White


	13,730
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	67%
	Two-Parent  Households

	33%
	Single-Parent  Households

	4.04
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$74,005
	Median Family Income

	17%
	Below Poverty

	83%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Modesto

	SNAPSHOT OF 95351
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12
	Race / Ethnicity

	5,299
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	14,584
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure

	55%
	Two-Parent  Households

	45%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	Single-Parent  Households


	3.95
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$52,836
	Median Family Income

	24%
	Below Poverty

	77%
	At or Above Poverty


	95351
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS
	Modesto

	SNAPSHOT OF 95354
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95354
	95313
	Race / Ethnicity
	2,661
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	7,307
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure

	66%
	Two-Parent  Households

	34%
	Single-Parent  Households

	3.62
	Average  Family Size
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$66,685
	Median Family Income

	13%
	Below Poverty

	87%
	At or Above Poverty
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Modesto

	SNAPSHOT OF 95355
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95355
	Race / Ethnicity
	6,271
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	14,301
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure

	66%
	Two-Parent  Households

	34%
	Single-Parent  Households
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	3.29
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$91,368
	Median Family Income

	12%
	Below Poverty

	88%
	At or Above Poverty
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Modesto

	SNAPSHOT OF 95356
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95356
	Race / Ethnicity
	3,474
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White


	7,992
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	70%
	Two-Parent  Households

	30%
	Single-Parent  Households

	3.41
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$121,189
	Median Family Income

	6%
	Below Poverty

	94%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Modesto

	SNAPSHOT OF 95357
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95357
	Race / Ethnicity
	1,493
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White


	3,898
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	64%
	Two-Parent  Households

	36%
	Single-Parent  Households

	3.60
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Family Income

	$95,895
	Median Family Income

	16%
	Below Poverty

	84%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Modesto

	SNAPSHOT OF 95358
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95358
	Race / Ethnicity
	3,353
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	9,666
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure

	72%
	Two-Parent  Households

	28%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	Single-Parent  Households


	3.98
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$70,061
	Median Family Income

	17%
	Below Poverty

	83%
	At or Above Poverty
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Newman

	SNAPSHOT OF 95360
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95360
	Race / Ethnicity
	1,637
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure

	68%
	Two-Parent  Households

	32%
	Single-Parent  Households
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	3,262
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	3.53
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Family Income

	$72,309
	Median Family Income

	21%
	Below Poverty

	79%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Oakdale

	SNAPSHOT OF 95361
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95361
	Race / Ethnicity
	3,465
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	8,730
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	71%
	Two-Parent  Households

	29%
	Single-Parent  Households

	3.29
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$105,603
	Median Family Income

	14%
	Below Poverty

	86%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Patterson

	SNAPSHOT OF 95363
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95363
	Race / Ethnicity
	3,697
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	9,320
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	77%
	Two-Parent  Households

	23%
	Single-Parent  Households

	4.04
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$102,461
	Median Family Income

	10%
	Below Poverty

	90%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Riverbank

	SNAPSHOT OF 95367
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95367
	Race / Ethnicity
	3,210
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	7,924
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure

	71%
	Two-Parent  Households

	29%
	Single-Parent  Households
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	3.89
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Family Income

	$104,182
	Median Family Income

	14%
	Below Poverty

	86%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Salida

	SNAPSHOT OF 95368
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95368
	Race / Ethnicity
	1,427
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	3,248
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure

	78%
	Two-Parent  Households

	22%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	Single-Parent  Households


	3.65
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$84,235
	Median Family Income

	11%
	Below Poverty

	89%
	At or Above Poverty
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Turlock

	SNAPSHOT OF 95380
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95380
	Race / Ethnicity
	5,143
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	11,887
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Family Structure

	60%
	Two-Parent  Households

	40%
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)
	Single-Parent  Households


	3.54
	Average  Family Size
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$64,547
	Median Family Income

	17%
	Below Poverty

	83%
	At or Above Poverty
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	ECONOMICS

	Turlock

	SNAPSHOT OF 95382
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95382
	Race / Ethnicity
	4,373
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure

	78%
	Two-Parent  Households

	22%
	Single-Parent  Households
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	9,678
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	3.31
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$120,247
	Median Family Income

	7%
	Below Poverty

	93%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Waterford

	SNAPSHOT OF 95386
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95386
	Race / Ethnicity
	1,116
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Family Structure
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White


	2,953
	Children ages <18
	Other
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	66%
	Two-Parent  Households

	34%
	Single-Parent  Households

	4.10
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$100,909
	Median Family Income

	15%
	Below Poverty

	85%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS

	Westley

	SNAPSHOT OF 95387
	Child Care Needs for Ages 0-12

	95387
	Race / Ethnicity
	171
	Families  with children  under age 18 in  the household
	Asian
	Black
	Hispanic
	White

	568
	Children ages <18
	Other
	0%
	0%
	Family Structure
	Primary Language (Ages 5+)

	78%
	Two-Parent  Households

	22%
	Single-Parent  Households

	4.35
	Average  Family Size

	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Population
	Educational Attainment (Adults 25+)
	Family Income

	$46,736
	Median Family Income

	13%
	Below Poverty

	87%
	At or Above Poverty
	ECONOMICS


	CHILD CARE UNMET NEED PRIORITIES
	Local Planning Councils (LPC) rank zip codes based on the need for child care and development services to guide the funding of these services. The goal is to ensure equitable access to child care and programs by directing limited state and federal funds to areas with the highest unmet need.
	In spring 2025 (May), the LPC submitted approved priorities to the state. Since then, supply has increased - driven by expansion of Transitional Kindergarten and more family child care homes - and demand has shifted. As a result, some priority levels changed. To reflect the latest data, priorities have been unofficially updated in the Fall 2025 (October) columns below. An asterisk (*) indicates the priority has not changed from spring to fall. Priority levels remain subject to change and will be officially reviewed and updated each spring.
	Infants/Toddlers
	Preschool
	School-Age
	Zip Code
	City
	Spring 2025
	Fall 2025
	Spring 2025
	Fall 2025
	Spring 2025
	Fall 2025
	Low Low High  Low   Low  Low Low Low Low Low Medium Low  Low   Low  Medium Medium Low  Low   High  Low Medium Low Medium Low
	Low Low High Low  Low  Medium Low Low High High High High High High High High High High High High High High High Medium
	95307  95313  95316  95319  95323  95326  95328  95329  95350  95351  95354  95355  95356  95357  95358  95360  95361  95363  95367  95368  95380  95382   95386  95387
	Ceres Crows Landing Denair Empire Hickman Hughson Keyes La Grange Modesto Modesto Modesto Modesto Modesto Modesto Modesto Newman Oakdale Patterson Riverbank Salida Turlock Turlock Waterford Westley
	*  *  *  Medium  *  *  Medium *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
	Medium  *  Medium  *  *  *  Medium *  *  High  High  *  *  Medium High  High  Medium *  *  *  *  *  *  *
	*  *  Medium  *  *  Low High *  *  *  *  Medium *  Low *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
	High Low High Low Low Medium  Low Low High High High High High High High High High High High High High High Medium Low
	High = Priority 1 Medium = Priority 2 Low = Priority 3



	COST OF UNMET NEED
	Estimated Monthly Cost to Close the Unmet Need Gap
	Sample How to Read:

	DEFINITION OF  TERMS
	Infant/Toddler & Preschool Programs
	School Age Programs

	DEFINITION OF TERMS
	SOURCES
	SOURCES
	SOURCES
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