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Summer Reading BINGO

This summer, all students entering grades 5-8 will choose a book 
(fiction or nonfiction) that sparks their interest and provides an 
appropriate level of challenge. Students should read a “new to 
you” book. Please avoid reading titles that have been assigned in 
previous grade levels.  Lists of recommended titles for each grade 
are available at the end of this packet.

We encourage parents/guardians to talk with your students about 
their book choices in order to find a book that is the best fit for 
your family. 

In addition to choosing and reading a book, we encourage 
students to participate in several fun, optional BINGO activities! 
Students may choose to complete the BINGO activities to have fun 
and win prizes!



Directions for BINGO Board
1. Complete the activities in the squares on the board to make a 

“Bingo.”  “Bingo” is 5 boxes in a row - horizontal, vertical, or 
diagonal - or all 4 corners and the middle square.

2. Each square on the board is either a book to read or an activity to 
complete.  

3. Mark your completed  squares by crossing them out with an “X.” 

4. Everyone must complete the “Golden Box” in the middle by reading 
a book of your choice.  Reading a book of your choice is required. 
Complete the other activities for fun and to win prizes! 

5. All students who complete at least one Bingo will be entered into a 
raffle to win a grand prize (to be announced).  

If you have any questions about the summer reading assignment, 
please contact the English department Supervisor, Mr. Schwartz - 
ischwartz@oceanschools.org.





Suggested Titles and Authors 4th into 5th Grade

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
A Soft Place To Land by Janae Marks

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly

The New Kid by Jerry Craft
El Deafo by Cece Bell

Smile by Raina Telgemeier
The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty

Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage
Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley

Pax by Sarah Pennypacker
The Wild Robot by Peter Brown

The Genius Files by Dan Gutman
Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo

Two Naomis by Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich & Audrey Vernick
Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich   

kira-kira by Cynthia Kadohata  
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 

The Familiars by Adam Jay Epstein
Jinx by Sage Blackwood
Front Desk by Kelly Yang

Suggested Series

Nonfiction:
Who Was --? Series 
What Is --? Series
Where Is --?Series

Fiction:
The I Survived Series by Lauren Tarshis

Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling
                     11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass & others in her Willow Falls series

             Percy Jackson & the Olympians series
Flashback Four series by Dan Gutman



From the Desk of Zoe 
Washington by Janae Marks

Zoe Washington isn’t sure what to write. What does a girl say 
to the father she’s never met, hadn’t heard from until his letter 
arrived on her twelfth birthday, and who’s been in prison for a 
terrible crime? A crime he says he never committed.





The Summer I Turned Pretty
by Jenny Han 
Belly measures her life in summers. Everything good, everything magical 
happens between the months of June and August. Winters are simply a 
time to count the weeks until the next summer, a place away from the 
beach house, away from Susannah, and most importantly, away from 
Jeremiah and Conrad. They are the boys that Belly has known since her 
very first summer—they have been her brother figures, her crushes, and 
everything in between. But one summer, one terrible and wonderful 
summer, the more everything changes, the more it all ends up just the 
way it should have been all along.



Freewater by Amina Luqman-Dawson
A middle-grade novel about two enslaved children’s escape from a 
plantation and the many ways they find freedom. When Homer learns of a 
threat that could destroy his adopted home, Freewater, he crafts a plan to 
find his mother and help his new home.


