Summer Reading Assignment, English IV Honors and AP, 2026

Critic of Society

Each summer at Holy Cross, students are assigned summer reading. This assignment is important because it helps
students to maintain their reading skills and to prepare for the coming year’s studies.

Students should rely only on themselves to complete this assignment. Do not resort to an internet service such as
Sparknotes to complete the work. Additionally, students should not use generative Al for any task of the summer
reading assignment.

All English IV students must read:

1984, by George Orwell
Also, choose ONE of the following novels to read:
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, by Robert Louis Stevenson
The Importance of being Earnest, by Oscar Wilde
AP students should also read the following, which will be posted to Tigernet on August 1.
Selected essays from The Anthropocene Reviewed, by John Green

These essays will be posted as PDFs, so students do not need to purchase the book. However, the audiobook is
excellent, and students should consider listening to it.

Bring your personal, paper copy of your book to your first day of English class. Your copy of the book
should not be borrowed and previously marked up.

When you return to school, you will compose essays in class that relate to the following topics, and you will be able
to use your novels with their annotations while you are writing.

Complete this assignment as you read:
* Annotate (mark) passages in the texts that provide textual evidence for all the annotation topics.

* Make a habit of marking the text frequently but do so at least once per chapter/short section of the
text.

* A sample annotation is included on page two as a guide. An annotation includes BOTH marking a
section of text AND writing a note in the margins. The note should include the annotation topic
indicated by the marked section.

* Your novels will be checked to be sure you have annotated, and annotations will be graded.



Annotation topics:

1984
e The horrific extremes of society
e Torture and psychological manipulation

e How the evil incorporated within the essence of totalitarianism and its suppression of society is portrayed
through the main characters

Both Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde & Importance of being Earnest:
e Human nature: duality and hypocrisy
e The meaning of sincerity

e Nuances of good and evil

Sample annotation:

whenever you choose. Everything depends on yourself” ___

“You did it!” sobbed Winston. “You reduced me to this |
state.”

“No, Winston, you reduced yourself to it. This is what you
accepted when you set yourself up against the Party. It was all
contained in that first act. Nothing hag happened that you did
not foresee.”‘i The WL\ Huae W“‘LQS

He paused, and then went on: d— WOV, .‘m\lple_ A

“We have beaten you, Winston. We have broken you up.
You have seen what your body is like. Your mind is in the
same state. I do not think there can be much pride left in you.
You have been kicked and flogged and insulted, you have
screamed with pain, you have rolled on the floor in your own
blood and vomit. You have whimpered for mercy, you have be-
trayed everybody and everythmg “Can you think of a smgle
degradation that has not happened to you?” :

If you have any questions about summer reading for English IV H or AP, please write to Ms. Chabreck at
achabreck@hcnola.org, Mr. Demots at bdemots@hcnola.org, or Ms. Aquilo at kaquilo@hcnola.org.
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