Summer Reading Assignment, English IIT Honors and III Honors Scholars, 2026

Facing Adversity

Each summer at Holy Cross, students are assigned summer reading. This assighment is important because it helps
students to maintain their reading skills and to prepare for the coming year’s studies.

Students should rely only on themselves to complete this assignment. Do not resort to an internet service such as
Sparknotes to complete the work. Additionally, students should not use generative Al for any task of the summer
reading assignment.

Required novel for ALL English IIT H and IIT HS Students:
Killers of the Flower Moon: Adapted for Young Readers, by David Grann
ISBN: 9780593377376

Please note that students are assigned the adaptation for young readers. Students should NOT buy the
longer edition. They should read the adaptation listed above.

Also, choose ONE of the following novels to read:
A Separate Peace, by John Knowles

Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck

Bring your personal, paper copy of your book to your first day of English class. Your copy of the book
should not be borrowed and previously marked up.

When you return to school, you will compose essays in class that relate to the following topics, and you will be able
to use your texts with their annotations while you are writing.

Complete this assignment as you read:
e Annotate (mark) passages in the texts that provide textual evidence for all the annotation topics.

e Make a habit of marking the text frequently but do so at least once per chapter/short section of the
text.

e A sample annotation is included on page two as a guide. An annotation includes BOTH marking a
section of text AND writing a note in the margins. The note should include the annotation topic
indicated by the marked section.

¢ Your texts will be checked to be sure you have annotated, and annotations will be graded.



Annotation topics:

Killers of the Flower Moon: Adapted for Y oung Readers
[J The relationship between greed, corruption, and exploitation
L] American ideals in minority groups

Ll The search for justice and its role in the creation of the FBI

A Separate Peace

o The destruction of innocence
o The nature of war

e The effects of jealousy on friendship

Of Mice and Men

e 'The struggle to fulfill one’s hopes/dreams
e Compassion/empathy

e Choices and their consequences

Sample annotation:

The funeral was arranged to reflect the family's Osage and
Catholic traditions. Mollie, who had gone to a missionary schooT T
Pmmtendcd Mass. She liked to sit in the pews as:
the Sunday morning light came through the windows and listen to
the sermon of the priest. She also liked socializing among friends,
and there was plenty of that on Sundays.

fter the funeral service for Anna, Mollie guided her family and
the other mourners to a cemetery in Gray Horse, a quiet, isolated
spot overlooking the endless prairie. Mollie's father and her sister
Minnie were buried there, side by side, and next to them was a
freshly dug grave for Anna, with a tombstone bearing the inscrip-
tion "Meet Me in Heaven.” Mollie and her family placed enough
food in the casket for Anna’s three-day journey to what the Osage
refer to as the Happy Hunting Ground.

The older mourners, like Mollie’s mother, began to recite Osage
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prayer-songs, hoping that Wah'Kon-Tah would hear them.

Standing at the grave site with Ernest. Mollie could hear the
old people’s song of death, their chants mixed with weeping. Oda
Brown, Anna’s ex-husband, stepped away, looking grief-stricken.
Precisely at noon—as the sun, the greatest manifestation of the
Great Mystery, reached its zenith—Mollie watched the glistening
white coffin sink into the ground.
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If you have any questions about summer reading, please write to Mrs. Winterton at jwinterton(@hcnola.org or Ms.
Aquilo at kaquilo@hcnola.org.
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