
Summer Reading Assignment, English II Honors and II Honors Scholars, 2026 

Who Am I? 

Each summer at Holy Cross, students are assigned summer reading.  This assignment is important because it helps 

students to maintain their reading skills and to prepare for the coming year’s studies.  

Students should rely only on themselves to complete this assignment. Do not resort to an internet service such as 

Sparknotes to complete the work. Additionally, students should not use generative AI for any task of the summer 

reading assignment.    

Required novel for ALL English II H and II HS Students:   

Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury   

Also, choose ONE of the following novels to read:  

The Chosen, by Chaim Potok  

Ender’s Game, by Orson Scott Card  

Bring your personal, paper copy of your book to your first day of English class. Your copy of the book 

should not be borrowed and previously marked up.    

When you return to school, you will compose essays in class that relate to the following topics, and you will be able 

to use your novels with their annotations while you are writing.   

Complete this assignment as you read: 

• Annotate (mark) passages in the texts that provide textual evidence for all the annotation topics.  

• Make a habit of marking the text frequently but do so at least once per chapter/short section of 

the book.    

• A sample annotation is included on page two as a guide. An annotation includes BOTH marking 

a section of text AND writing a note in the margins. The note should include the annotation topic 

indicated by the marked section.  

• Your novel will be checked to be sure you have annotated, and annotations will be graded. 

Annotation topics: 

Fahrenheit 451 (required):  

• Loss of individual 

identity 

• Ignorance vs. 

Knowledge 

• Censorship’s relationship 

with control 

 

The Chosen: 

• Fathers and sons 

• Religiosity vs secularity 

• The need for 

compassion 

 

 

Ender’s Game  

• Manipulation of youth, 

and the toll of war on 

young people  

• Violence as a necessity for 

political/social change  

• Understanding one’s 

enemy  



 
 Sample annotation:  

 

                             
 

If you have any questions about summer reading for English II H or II HS, please write to Mrs. Olsen at 

bolsen@hcnola.org or Ms. Aquilo at kaquilo@hcnola.org.   
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