4th Grade English Language Arts
Summer Reading Assignment, 2026
Dig It!
Students entering 4th grade MUST read:

Holes, by Louis Sachar

Each summer at Holy Cross, 4th—12th students are assigned summer reading. Summer
reading is important because it helps students to maintain their reading skills and to
prepare for the coming year’s studies.

Students may find the audiobook for Holes useful. Students can then hear the novel read
aloud while they follow along in their paper copies. The Holes movie can also be a
helpful refresher for much of the book. However, there are some differences between the
movie and the book, so please be cautious in your use of the movie. Watching the movie
should not replace the reading of the book.

Below you will find support activities for this required book. This packet is due the first
week back to school, and students will be assessed on the material within the first few
weeks of school. Please print the document and write your answers.

If you have any questions about summer reading for 4th Grade English Language Arts,
please write to Ms. Michelle Donley at mdonley@hcnola.org or to Ms. Aquilo at
kaquilo@hcnola.org.



mailto:mdonley@hcnola.org
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Vocabulary Words and Definitions

Chapter(s) Pg. # word Definition

6 stifling suffocating
-5 perseverance steady persistence

i desolate barren and deserted

17 wedrily tiredly; with an exhausted look
6-9 25 despicable disgusting; disdainful

27 defective having a flaw

4q barren unfruitful
10-14 6l engraved carved into a hard surface

67 authority the right to command or control

75 evict To expel someone from a place for legal reasons
15-20 82 penetrating piercind; sharp

91 agaony extreme pain

96 defiance bold resistance
21-25 99 writhing squirming, as if in pain

105 drotesque ugly; bizarre

121 rummaging digging
26-30 127 hazy misty; unclear

136 riot violent or wild disorder

46 fidgeted moved about restlessly, nervously, or impatiently
31-35 149 refuge a safe place

52 mirage hallucination

165 protruding sticking out
36-140 171 precipice cliff

175 delirious temporarily mentally unstable

190 inexplicable incapable of being explained
L-Liy 201 astonishment great surprise

202 precarious unstable

210 strenuous requiring a lot of work and energy
45-50 220 outraged extremely angry

230 tedious long and tiresome




Holes
Chapters 1-5

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

1. Choose the best word to describe Camp Green Lake.
Unique

Desolate

Lush

Inspiring

e T

2. What does Stanley Yelnats’ apartment smell like?
a. Matches
b. Lead paint
c. Burning rubber
d. Vinegar

3. Write a short summary of chapters 1-5. Write with complete sentences (capital
letters, punctuation).




4. Read the following paragraph from the book Holes, then do the following:

Circle all Underline BOX the

Triangle the . .
pronouns adjeCtlveS
the verbs

the nouns

The land was barren and desolate. He could see a few rundown buildings and some

tents. Farther away there was a cabin beneath two tall trees. Those two trees were the

only plant life he could see. There weren't even weeds.

Holes
Chapters 6-9

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

5. What does Elya use to try to prove his love to Myra?
A cow

A pig

money

Alamb

e o

6. What do the boys use to measure their holes?
Their shoes

Their shovels

A yardstick

A rope

e T

7. Write a short summary of chapters 6-9. Write with complete sentences (capital
letters, punctuation).




8. Using your vocabulary sheet, write a complete sentence for each vocabulary word.

Wearily-

Despicable -

Defective -

Holes
Chapters 10-14

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

9. What is the first interesting object that Stanley finds?
A fossil

A bone

A shell

A tube

e T



10. Who tells Stanley that he needs to give him all the interesting objects?
Zero

X-Ray

Magnet

Zigzag

e T

11. Read the following paragraph from the book Holes, then do the following;:

Circle all Tiangle the Underline Box the

pronouns adjectives
_the verbs

the nouns

Stanley had no trouble falling asleep, but morning came much too quickly. Every muscle

and joint in his body ached as he tried to get out of bed. He didn't think it was possible

but his body hurt more than it had the day before.

12. Using your vocabulary sheet, write a complete sentence for each vocabulary word.

Barren -

Engraved -

Authority -




Holes
Chapters 15-20

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

13. Zero wants Stanley to teach him how to-
a. read
b. talk
c. dance
d. dig

14. Stanley hears ________ crying in bed late one night.
Zero

Squid

X-Ray

Armpit

e T

15. Put the following statements in chronological order, using the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,
5.

__ Mr. Sir sees the sunflower seed sack next to Stanley.

__ The Warden supervises as the boys dig in the same spot for several days.
_ The Warden slaps Mr. Sir.

___ Zigzag hits Stanley in the head with his shovel.

____ The Warden paints her fingernails in front of Stanley and Mr. Sir.

16. Using your vocabulary sheet, write the definitions for the vocabulary words.

Evict -




Penetrating -

Agony -

Holes
Chapters 21-25

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

17. 110 years ago, Green Lake was the _ lake in Texas.
smallest

Most polluted

Most famous

largest

oo T

18. Miss Katherine Barlow was a --
teacher

doctor

mother

nurse

e o

19. Put the following statements in chronological order, using the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,
5.

__Aboy asks Mr. Sir about what happened to his face.
___ Mr. Sir doesn’t give water to Stanley.

____ Stanley realizes that Zero dug his hole for him.
___ Stanley teaches Zero the alphabet.

___ Stanley realizes where he had seen the KB engraving before.



20.Using your vocabulary sheet, write the definitions for the vocabulary words.

Defiance -

Writhing -

Grotesque-

Holes
Chapters 26-30

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

21. Miss Katherine runstothe _ to ask for help, but he won’t help her.
a. preacher
b. principal
c. doctor
d. sheriff

22, Miss Katherine Barlow dies from
dehydration

A lizard bit

starvation

A snake bite

e T

23. Put the following statements in chronological order, using the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,
5.

___ Zero tells Stanley that his real name is Hector Zeroni.

_ Zigzag tells everyone it is his birthday.



___ Stanley sees a storm that is very far away.
___ Zero runs away from the camp.
_ Zigzag picks a fight with Stanley.

24.Using your vocabulary sheet, write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary
words.

Rummaging -

Hazy -

Riot -

Holes
Chapters 31-35

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

25. Who replaces Zero in Stanley’s tent?
a. Nerd
b. Twitch
c. Thief
d. Morgue
26.What drink do Stanley and Zero share?
a. Mash
b. Sploosh
c. lemonade
d. Sunflower juice



27. Read the following paragraph from the book Holes, then do the following;:

Circle all Underline BOX the

the nouns Triangle the

pronouns adjeCtiveS
the verbs

Walking helped calm him down and allowed him to think clearly. He doubted he could

make it to Big Thumb, and with no water in his canteen, he didn't want to risk his life on

the hope that he'd find refuge there. He'd have to return to camp. He knew that.

28. Using your vocabulary sheet, write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary
words.

Fidgeted -

Refuge -

Mirage -




Holes
Chapters 36-40

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

29. What does Stanley find for him and Zero to eat?
carrots

potatoes

onions

berries

e T

30.Why does Mrs. Tennyson thank Sam?
He saved her son’s life.

He saved her daughter’s life.

He gave her free onions

He was kind to her poor husband.

e T

31. Write a short summary of chapters 36-40. Write with complete sentences
(capital letters, punctuation).

32. Using your vocabulary sheet, write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary
words.

Protruding -




Precipice -

Delirious -

Holes
Chapters 41-44

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

33. What does Zero tell Stanley about his mother?
a. She died.
b. She was unkind to him.
c. Sheisin prison.
d. She abandoned him.

34.Which of the following is not a reason Stanley wants to return to camp?
He wants to scare X-Ray.

He wants to dig for treasure.

He wants to steal food.

He wants to steal water.

e o

35. Read the following paragraph from the book Holes, then do the following:

Circle all Underline Box the

Triangle the

pronouns adjectives
the verbs

the nouns

He wasn't sure how long he remained in the hole, maybe five hours. He was surprised

when he heard Zero whispering for him to wake up.



36.Using your vocabulary sheet, write the definition for each of the vocabulary
words.

Inexplicable -

Astonishment -

Precarious -

Holes
Chapters 45-50

Directions: After reading the chapters, read and carefully answer the questions.

37. What memory does Stanley think about when he thinks he is about to die?
Stargazing with his dad.

Rolling in snow with his mom.

His mom singing a song to him.

Sledding with his parents.

e T

38.Whose name is on the suitcase that Stanley and Zero find?
Zero’s

Stanley’s

Katherine’s

Sam’s

e T



39. Write a short summary of chapters 45-50. Write with complete sentences
(capital letters, punctuation).

40.Using your vocabulary sheet, write a complete sentence for each vocabulary word.

Strenuous -

Outraged -

Tedious -




