
Advanced English I Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Students planning to enroll in Advanced English I are expected to prepare for class over the summer. 
This summer, you will read Animal Farm by George Orwell. You may purchase the book from any 
major retailer or borrow a copy from the Hargrave High School English department or your local 
library. I have also embedded a pdf copy here. 
 

If you need any assistance or have questions about the assignment or the class, please email me at 
adrude@huffmanisd.net. 
 

During the second week of school, students will complete an in-class assessment over Animal Farm. 
This assessment will include multiple choice questions and short written response questions about 
characters, symbols, themes, and major plot points. 
 

Before reading, view this slideshow and video for background information about the novel. 
Slides: https://bit.ly/ae1summer26 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIZ8i9UUQMI  

 

Then, to help you prepare for your test, complete the following as you read: 
You can record your answers in a notebook or Google Doc. These notes will not be for a grade, but 
you may submit your notes for bonus points on your reading test at the beginning of the school year. 
These notes will also assist you on your test and other related assignments at the beginning of the 
school year. 
 

1. Major Characters 
Many characters in this novel are based on real historical figures. Refer to the introduction slides for 
background context, but focus primarily on understanding each character’s role in the story. 
For each character, write: 

●​ who they are, what role they play on the farm, and one important detail about them 
 

Characters: 
1.​ Old Major 
2.​ Napoleon 
3.​ Snowball 
4.​ Boxer 

5.​ Clover 
6.​ Benjamin 
7.​ Squealer 
8.​ Mollie 

9.​ Moses 
10.​Mr. Jones 
11.​The Dogs 
12.​The Sheep 

 

For example: 
1.​ Old Major 

○​ Allegorically, Old Major represents Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin 
○​ Similar to Marx, Old Major introduces an ideology to his people that sets the foundation 

for the animal revolution against the humans.  
○​ Also, like Lenin, Old Major inspires his supporters, but dies before he can see the 

revolution take place. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_9K0w9YcNVy8N4b15QphJdxZ5xZga6nz/view?usp=sharing
mailto:adrude@huffmanisd.net
https://bit.ly/ae1summer26
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIZ8i9UUQMI


2. Symbols 
Symbols are objects, characters, or events that represent a deeper meaning or concept. 
As you read, identify what each may represent: 

1.​ The Windmill 
2.​ Animal Farm itself 
3.​ The Commandments 

4.​ Boxer 
5.​ Napoleon’s dogs 
6.​ Sugarcandy Mountain 

 

For example: 
1.​ The Windmill 

○​ The windmill may represent progress and the animals’ hope for a better future.  
○​ Napoleon convinces the animals that building the windmill will improve their lives, so 

they continue working despite difficult conditions.  
○​ Orwell suggests that leaders can use promises of a better future to control others.  

 

3. Themes 
A theme is a universal idea or message an author conveys through a work. Themes are full sentences; 
they are statements about life, not just words and phrases.   
 

Below, I have listed a variety of thematic concepts. Consider what the author may be saying about 
each of these through the story. Be prepared to discuss how the following thematic concepts are 
explored in the novel: 

1.​ Power & corruption 
2.​ Propaganda/manipulation 
3.​ Leadership 

4.​ Class inequality 
5.​ Loyalty/betrayal 

 

For each thematic concept, write 2–3 bullet points explaining where you see it in the story and what 
message is being conveyed about the idea. 
 
For example: 

1.​ Power & corruption: 
○​ In chapter 3, the animals begin work on the farm, but the pigs take leadership roles. 
○​ The pigs are already separating themselves and creating a hierarchy in which they 

have power over the “lower” animals. 
○​ Corruption infiltrates societies when people in charge give in to their base need to have 

power and control over others. 
 

Again, you will not need to turn anything in, but you will have 
a test over the book and its background as presented in the 

introduction slides and background video. 
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