
​Taipei American School Upper School English Department​
​Course Texts 2026-2027​

​“We cannot help but be interested in the stories of people that history pushes aside so​
​thoughtlessly”-Min Jin Lee​

​“You don’t have anything if you don’t have stories”-Leslie Marmon Silko​

​Storytelling is an art that has long brought people together, within communities and across cultures. The Taipei American​
​School English Department believes in the power of stories to transform readers. Our reading lists are developed with a​
​focus on providing a diverse selection of voices and perspectives from around the world. We hope our students will be​
​enriched by and find pleasure in the books they read, and the titles listed for each course have been selected for that​
​purpose.​

​ALL STUDENTS:​
​Students must purchase their books.​​Please make sure​​to purchase the specific edition listed of each text​​.​​All books​
​should be obtained as soon as possible, ideally by the beginning of the school year. Students should allot the appropriate​
​amount of time for a book shipment to arrive and should not rely on last-minute purchases at local bookstores.​
​Texts highlighted in red will be provided by the teacher and​​do not need to be purchased​​.​

​SUMMER READING​
​Please note that​​AP, IB, and Honors courses include​​a summer reading text​​.​​Students enrolled in those​​courses are​
​expected to have read the assigned text prior to the start of the school year and​​will need a physical​​copy of the text in​
​class​​.​​Students should expect that their summer reading​​will either be evaluated through an in-class assessment or that​
​the text will be integrated directly into the course curriculum. All other courses do not require summer reading.​

​NEW STUDENTS:​
​Grade 9​​students will all enroll in English 9.​​Grade​​10​​students will enroll in either English 10 or Honors​​English 10,​
​depending on interest and a placement test. If you are interested in Honors English 10, you should complete the summer​
​reading.  For​​Grades 11 and 12​​, if you are considering​​enrolling in an AP, IB, or Honors course, please select​​the summer​
​reading text​​for what you anticipate will most likely​​be your course. When classes begin, your teachers will arrange​
​assessment of the summer text you read as needed. If possible, get the correct edition of the summer reading text;​
​however, teachers can be flexible with text editions for new students. Unless you are entering Grade 9, most students​
​will not know their English class placement until school begins in August–please wait until you know what course you are​
​taking before purchasing the remaining books for the year.​

​KINDLES/E-READERS​
​Unless specifically noted on a particular course page,​​physical copies of all texts are required​​. If a course​​permits digital​
​copies of any texts, those must be read on an e-reader such as a Kindle–students are not permitted to use e-texts on​
​their laptops, tablets, or phones in the classroom.​

​STUDENTS with TWO ENGLISH COURSES:​
​Students who have two English classes with summer reading (AP, IB, Honors)​​must read the summer texts​​for both​
​courses​​.​

​ENGLISH ELECTIVES (CREATIVE WRITING/JOURNALISM):​
​Please note that no texts need to be purchased in advance for any of the Creative Writing or Journalism courses.​



​English 9​

​Please purchase​​the specific edition listed​​for the​​pagination, critical material, and explanatory notes included.​
​Do not purchase other paper or electronic editions. All books are paperback editions unless otherwise noted.​

​There is no summer reading for this course.​

​Text​ ​Author/Writer​ ​Edition​ ​Amazon ISBN​ ​Cover Image​

​Messy Roots​ ​Laura Gao​ ​Harper Alley​ ​978-0063067769​

​The Odyssey​ ​Homer,​
​translated by​
​Emily Wilson​

​Norton​ ​978-0393356250​

​Romeo and Juliet​ ​William​
​Shakespeare​

​Folger​
​Shakespeare​
​Library​

​978-1451621709​

​The Hate U Give​ ​Angie Thomas​ ​Clarion Books​ ​978-0062498540​

​Creative Nonfiction Reader​ ​Various​ ​Provided by​
​teacher​

​N/A​

​Color code:​
​●​ ​Text provided by the teacher​​–does not need to be purchased​


