
 

Dear Parents of Incoming First Graders, 

At St. Michael’s, we believe that learning is a year-round journey, and we want to ensure our 
students are well prepared for the exciting challenges of the coming year. To support that goal, 
all students entering first through eighth grade are required to complete a summer math 
and reading program. The following information outlines the expectations for students entering 
first grade: 

Math 
Each student will complete a summer math workbook designed to reinforce concepts learned in 
Kindergarten. This workbook will be sent home with your child on the last day of school. 

●​ Please remove the answer key from the back of the book and use it to check your 
child’s work throughout the summer. 

●​ Calculators should not be used; we encourage students to practice their mental math 
skills. 

●​ Once completed, the workbook should be signed by a parent and returned to your 
child’s homeroom teacher on the first day of school: Tuesday, September 1. 

Reading 
Students are also expected to: 

●​ Read at least three books over the summer. 
●​ Complete both the summer reading log and the reading response pages (print three 

copies). 

A suggested reading list and all necessary forms are attached to this letter and can also be found 
on our website (www.smeds.net) on the Summer Homework page. Please ensure the reading 
log is signed by a parent, and that all reading materials are returned to the homeroom teacher on 
the first day of school. 

Grading and Support 
Students who do not submit their completed summer work will receive an Incomplete in math 
and/or literature on their first trimester report card. 

We encourage families to establish a regular routine that balances summer fun with time for 
learning. Starting early and spreading the work out over the summer will make the experience 



more enjoyable and effective for your child. Waiting until the final weeks of summer can make it 
harder for students to retain and apply their skills. 

If you have any questions about the summer homework requirements, please feel free to contact 
your child’s homeroom teacher at annereed@smeds.com. 

Thank you for your partnership in your child’s education. We look forward to welcoming your 
child to first grade in the fall! 

Sincerely, 

Olivia Keffer 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Day School 
a California Independent School 
oliviakeffer@smeds.com 
916-485-3418 
 

 

 
 



 
​ Summer Reading 2026 
​ Incoming First Grade 

Dear Parents, 
For summer 2026, incoming first-grade students are expected to read or be read to at least three 
books and complete the attached work pages (also posted on the SMEDS Website). The titles 
below are suggested selections. As children read during the summer, they should record the titles 
of all the books they read on the Reading Log and rate the books (1-4 stars). The completed 
work is to be brought to their teacher on the first day of school in September. Happy reading! 
 
Books for Students to Read Aloud to You 
BOB Books (Series) by Bobby Lynn Maslen 
Otto Books (Series) by David Milgrim 
 

Books for You and Your Student to Read Together 
Big Dog and Little Dog (Series) by Dav Pilkey 
Cat Has a Plan by Laura Gehl 
Cat the Cat (Series) by Mo Willems 
Elephant and Piggie (Series), by Mo Willems 
Elephant and Piggie Like Reading (Series)  
Fly Guy (Series) by Ted Arnold 
Frog and Dog (Series) by Janee Trasler 
Gran on a Fan by Kevin Bolger 
Pig Makes Art by Laura Gehl 
Splat the Cat (Series), by Rob Scotton 
Unicorn and Yeti (Series) by Heather Ayris Burnell  
What This Story Needs is a Pig in a Wig by Emma J. Virjan 
 

Books to Read to Your Student 
All Are Welcome! by Alexandra Penfold 
The Book With No Pictures by B.J. Novak 
Click, Clack, Moo (Series) by Doreen Cronin 
Dad and the Dinosaur by Gennifer Choldenko 
Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubgin 
The Old Truck by Jarrett Pumphrey 
Olivia (Series) by Ian Falconer 
Mercy Watson (Series) by Kate DiCamillo 
Magic Treehouse by Mary Pope Osbourne 
Sam and Dave Dig a Hole by Mac Barnett 
You Matter by Christian Robinson  

 

https://a.co/d/eCW3uFl
https://www.amazon.com/stores/David-Milgrim/author/B001H6Q3ZM?ref=ap_rdr&store_ref=ap_rdr&isDramIntegrated=true&shoppingPortalEnabled=true
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Going-Reader-Green-Readers/dp/0544430719/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1DH4KO9YCAO4B&keywords=big+dog+little+dog+dav+pilkey&qid=1680799141&s=books&sprefix=big+dog+little+dog+dav+pilkey%2Cstripbooks%2C122&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cat-Has-Plan-Ready-Reads/dp/1534454101/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680799384&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09LY1TQ49?binding=hardcover&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_thcv&qid=1680799498&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09GRVTKJM?binding=hardcover&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_thcv&qid=1680799442&sr=1-8
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09KQPXH4V?binding=hardcover&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_thcv&qid=1680799545&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074C4X9J3?binding=hardcover&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_thcv&qid=1680799629&sr=1-8-965fba24-1eed-4536-936e-b447f98a83bc
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088HFXXTL?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1680799172&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Gran-Fan-Silly-Short-Vowels/dp/0062285963/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35YBKL55B4I7B&keywords=gran+on+a+fan&qid=1680799416&s=books&sprefix=gran+on%2Cstripbooks%2C136&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Pig-Makes-Art-Ready-Read/dp/1534499520/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680799656&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08C9KF8KG?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1680799309&sr=1-3
https://a.co/d/0igxifGX
https://www.amazon.com/What-This-Story-Needs-Book/dp/0062327240/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1X30ISYL7846X&keywords=pig+in+a+wig&qid=1683055702&s=books&sprefix=pig+in+a+wi%2Cstripbooks%2C134&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/All-Are-Welcome-Alexandra-Penfold/dp/0525579648/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2QPM88T57AVPC&keywords=we+are+all+welcome&qid=1680799722&s=books&sprefix=we+are+all+welcome%2Cstripbooks%2C138&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Book-No-Pictures-B-Novak/dp/0803741715/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1680799748&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Click-Clack-Cows-That-Type/dp/0689832133/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=5Hxgi&content-id=amzn1.sym.22f5776b-4878-4918-9222-7bb79ff649f4&pf_rd_p=22f5776b-4878-4918-9222-7bb79ff649f4&pf_rd_r=131-5600917-6165864&pd_rd_wg=7z1QY&pd_rd_r=c9bab685-2017-4e30-86df-11831ae72631&ref_=aufs_ap_sc_dsk
https://www.amazon.com/Dad-Dinosaur-Gennifer-Choldenko/dp/0399243534/ref=sr_1_1?crid=19DWC3N9WALVX&keywords=dad+and+the+dinosaur&qid=1680799690&s=books&sprefix=dad+and+the+din%2Cstripbooks%2C133&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dragons-Love-Tacos-Adam-Rubin/dp/0803736800/ref=sr_1_1?crid=D4DTMNOV362I&keywords=dragons+love+tacos&qid=1680799836&s=books&sprefix=dragons+%2Cstripbooks%2C145&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Old-Truck-Jerome-Pumphrey/dp/132400519X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3VJ2K5KVLT2CB&keywords=the+old+truck&qid=1680799925&s=books&sprefix=the+old+truck%2Cstripbooks%2C144&sr=1-1
https://a.co/d/6tpNWqw
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074C9X263?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1680799980&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07T8WRV2M?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/Sam-Dave-Dig-Hole-Barnett/dp/0763662291/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21RP05FNC5L4A&keywords=sam+and+dave+dig+a+hole&qid=1680799947&s=books&sprefix=sam+and+%2Cstripbooks%2C146&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/You-Matter-Christian-Robinson/dp/1534421696/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3NNU3HVMQZHA8&keywords=you+matter&qid=1680799867&s=books&sprefix=you+ma%2Cstripbooks%2C134&sr=1-1


 
 

My Reading Log​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Name: _____________________________ 
 

Title Author Rating 

 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

                                    
 
Parent Signature _________________________________________      

 






	795bfe84-587f-4cbc-a050-73c96c3536f8.pdf
	​Summer Reading 2026 
	​Incoming First Grade 
	Dear Parents, 


