Fifth Grade Summer Reading List 2026-27
Required Books:

The Science of Breakable Things by Tae Keller

When Natalie's science teacher suggests that she enter an egg drop competition, she
thinks it could be the perfect solution to all of her problems. With the prize money,
she can fly her botanist mother to see the miraculous Cobalt Blue Orchids--flowers
with the resilience to survive against impossible odds. Her mother has been suffering
from depression, and Natalie is positive that the flowers’ magic will inspire her mom to
fall in love with life again. But she can't do it alone. Her friends step up to show her
that talking about problems is like taking a plant out of a dark cupboard and
exposing it to the sun. With their help, Natalie begins an unforgettable journey to
discover the science of hope, love, and miracles.

You Don’t Know Everything, Jilly P! By Alex Gino

Jilly thinks she's figured out how life works. But when her sister, Emmaq, is born deaf,
she realizes how much she still has to learn. The world is going to treat Jilly, who is
white and hearing, differently from Emma, just as it will treat them both differently
from their Black cousins. A big fantasy reader, Jilly makes a connection online with
another fantasy fan, Derek, who is a Deaf, Black ASL user. She goes to Derek for help
with Emma but doesn't always know the best way or time to ask for it. As she and
Derek meet in person, have some really fun conversations, and become friends, Jilly
makes some mistakes ... but comes to understand that it's up to her, not Derek, to
figure out how to do better next time -- especially when she wants to be there for
Derek the most. Within a world where kids like Derek and Emma aren't assured the
same freedom or safety as kids like Jilly, Jilly is starting to learn all the things she
doesn't know--and by doing that, she's also working to discover how to support her
family and her friends. With You Don't Know Everything, Jilly P, award-winning author
Alex Gino uses their trademark humor, heart, and humanity to show readers how
being open to difference can make you a better person, and how being open to
change can make you change in the best possible ways.


https://www.amazon.com/Science-Breakable-Things-Tae-Keller/dp/1524715662
https://www.amazon.com/You-Dont-Know-Everything-Jilly/dp/0545956242

