
English III Summer Reading and Annotation Guide 
Short Stories and Poems of the Southern United States 

 
 

 Dear students, 
 
 Please annotate every short story and poem in this packet.  Below is a comprehensive annotation guide.  
Annotation is a habit, a way of reading and thinking, and embracing this habit will take you far in your 
literary career. Students should print copies of the assigned stories and poems, annotate directly on those 
hard copies, and bring the printed, annotated copies with them when classes begin. Annotations will be 
checked for credit.    I hope you have a relaxing and restful summer!  I look forward to meeting all of you! 
 
Sincerely,  
Ms. Cooper 
 
List of Works 
 
“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner 
“Southern Gothic” by Rickey Laurentiis 
“Drenched in Light” by Zora Neal Hurston 
“A Wing and a Prayer” by Beth Ann Fennelly 
“The Storm” by Kate Chopin 
“Duty” by Natasha Trethewey 
“Everyday Use” by Alice Walker 
“The Raincoat” by Ada Limon 
“The Wind” by Lauren Groff 
“N’em” by Jerico Brown 
Please skip “A Good Man is Hard to Find” pages 13-25 
 

Annotating Short Stories 
On the title page of the short story: create a list of characters in the story.  Underneath each character’s 
name, write a one-two sentence character summary (list character traits; note whether the character is 
round, flat, dynamic, static; note internal and external conflict) and note key moments of character 
development. 
 
On the last page of the short story: 

●​ Write a plot summary (1-2 paragraphs), and note key moments (climax epiphanic moments) in 
the story. 

●​ Create a list of literacy devices in the story: note themes, allusions, images and motifs.   
●​ Make a list of unfamiliar vocabulary words and look up definitions 
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