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Rising 6th Graders 
Mama’s Window by Lynn Rubright   
 
After his mother dies, "Sugar" Martin is sent to live with his gruff uncle Free, a loner 
who makes his living fishing in a swamp in the Mississippi Delta in the early 1900s. 
 
As Sugar struggles to adjust to his new surroundings, the only bright spot in his life 
is watching the building of the new Sweet Kingdom Church, which will be adorned 
with a beautiful stained glass window his mother had scrimped and saved for. 
 
One day Sugar discovers that the money for Mama's window is being spent for the 

construction of the church itself. Devastated but unwilling to give up on his mother's dream, Sugar 
finds affirmation and support where he least expects it. 

 
 
Rising 7th Graders 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan  
 
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in 
Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a 
sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great 
Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't 
ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. 
When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her 
difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it. 

 
 

 
Rising 8th Graders  
Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes   
 
Framed. Bullied. Disliked. But I know I can still be the best. 
 
Sometimes, 12-year-old Donte wishes he were invisible. As one of the few black 
boys at Middlefield Prep, most of the students don't look like him. They don't like 
him either. Dubbing him "Black Brother," Donte's teachers and classmates make it 
clear they wish he were more like his lighter-skinned brother, Trey. 
 

When he's bullied and framed by the captain of the fencing team, "King" Alan, he's suspended from 
school and arrested. 
 
Terrified, searching for a place where he belongs, Donte joins a local youth center and meets 
former Olympic fencer Arden Jones. With Arden's help, he begins training as a competitive fencer, 
setting his sights on taking down the fencing team captain, no matter what. 
 
As Donte hones his fencing skills and grows closer to achieving his goal, he learns the fight for 
justice is far from over. Now Donte must confront his bullies, racism, and the corrupt systems of 
power that led to his arrest. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Pam-Munoz-Ryan/e/B001HCV5NQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Jewell-Parker-Rhodes/e/B000APY6XW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

