
Downingtown STEM Academy 
12th grade Literature 2026 – 2027 
Summer Reading and Works List 

We highly recommend that students purchase the books and read as many as possible to review them during the school year. For 
each work, you must read the text and be able to present extensive notes and book annotations. The expectation is that summer 

work will be an introduction to the texts. You will need to reread and revisit the books throughout the year when studied as 
works of literature. Though you are not required to have any research product to turn in for evaluation, you should do some 

research to acquire political, cultural, and historical information, as well as the author's background. 
Have a safe and happy summer. 

12th Grade HL 

Suggestions for the Summer - 
●​ Short Stories by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie from the collection The Thing 

Around Your Neck 
●​Native Son by Richard Wright 

The book list for the year, as they are studied (read as many as you want to get ahead): 
●​The Sunflower by Simon Wiesenthal (a review) 
●​ Short Stories by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie from the collection The Thing 

Around Your Neck (“Cell One,” “A Private Experience,” “The Thing Around Your 
Neck,” “The American Embassy,” and “The Headstrong Historian”)  

●​Native Son by Richard Wright 
●​Poetry of Emily Dickinson 
●​The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 
●​Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson  

​ OR Woman at Point Zero by Nawal El Saadawi  
●​A Mercy by Toni Morrison 
●​The Road by Cormac McCarthy 

 
 

12th Grade SL 

Required for the Summer:  
A Mercy by Toni Morrison  

The book list for the year, as they are studied: 

●​A Mercy by Toni Morrison 
●​The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
●​The Swallows of Kabul by Yasmina Khadra OR All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 
●​Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer OR Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson  
●​Poetry of Emily Dickinson 
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