
 
English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: AP Language  Time Frame: Year Long 

Grade Level: 10-12th Grade (Recommended 11-12) Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
●​ AP Language and Composition is a college-level course designed to foster the growth of 

analytical, argumentative, and rhetorical skills within the college-bound writer. AP Language 
focuses primarily on the study of rhetoric and its application in argumentative writing. In this 
course, students will analyze the rhetorical strategies found within a variety of non-fiction 
mediums, including speeches, letters, articles, short stories, memoirs, novels, and documentaries. 
Additionally, students will apply those same rhetorical strategies in their own writing and verbal 
communication to enhance their argumentative skills.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 0: AP Exam Preparation Year long 
Unit 1: Rhetorical Appeals 

Semester 1 Unit 2: Rhetorical Modes 
Unit 3: Visual Rhetoric + Documentaries 
Unit 4: The Things They Carried 
Unit 5: In Cold Blood 

Semester 2 Unit 6: Argument/Satire 
Unit 7: Freakonomics 
Unit 8: Serial (season 1)  
Standards supporting learning targets 
 
Primary Resources Used:  

●​ See units below 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 0: AP Exam Preparation 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop skills essential for AP Language & Composition by analyzing films as 

rhetorical texts, crafting clear, arguable thesis statements, and organizing academic essays that 
effectively use evidence and analysis. This unit emphasizes critical thinking, rhetorical awareness, 
and academic writing proficiency aligned with AP exam expectations. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can film function as a rhetorical text to convey meaning and persuade audiences? 
●​ What makes a thesis statement effective and appropriate for an AP-style argument or analysis? 
●​ How does essay structure support clear and persuasive communication? 
●​ In what ways can academic discussion refine and deepen rhetorical analysis? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Rhetorical analysis involves understanding how creators use strategies to influence audiences. 
●​ A strong thesis clearly articulates a defensible argument that guides the essay. 
●​ Effective essays have clear structure—introduction with thesis, well-organized body paragraphs 

with evidence, and a concluding insight. 
●​ Collaborative discussion helps clarify ideas and strengthen rhetorical insight. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can cite strong and thorough textual (or cinematic) evidence to support my inferences and 

analysis. (R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can develop a clear and focused thesis that interprets the central idea or argument of a 

challenging text. (W.11-12.1) 
●​ I can engage in academic discussions by listening, building on others' ideas, and sharing my 

analysis clearly. (SL.11-12.1) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze film as a rhetorical text, identifying strategies used to convey meaning and persuade 

audiences. 
●​ Craft precise, arguable thesis statements appropriate for AP rhetorical analysis essays. 
●​ Organize academic essays using effective introduction, body, and conclusion paragraphs. 
●​ Support arguments with relevant and compelling evidence from film and related texts. 
●​ Participate confidently in discussions that deepen understanding of rhetorical concepts. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: rhetoric, thesis statement, argument, evidence, analysis, persuasion, claim, 
counterargument, audience, tone, structure, interpretation, introduction/body/conclusion 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 
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Unit 1: Rhetorical Appeals 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Lessons in Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing 

○​ Students will practice close reading, annotation, and the basics of critical reading.  
●​ Students will build foundational skills in critical reading, analysis, and writing by exploring 

rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos). They will practice annotating texts, identifying argument 
components, and understanding how writers use rhetorical strategies to shape their messages 
and persuade audiences. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the rhetorical appeals and how do they function in effective arguments? 
●​ How do writers’ choices about claims, evidence, and reasoning shape their arguments? 
●​ In what ways does style support the purpose and impact of a text? 
●​ How can close reading and annotation improve critical thinking and analysis? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Successful persuasion relies on ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic). 
●​ An argument is composed of clear claims supported by relevant evidence and sound reasoning. 
●​ Writers organize and develop arguments purposefully to guide the audience’s understanding. 
●​ Stylistic choices—such as diction, tone, and syntax—enhance the effectiveness of the argument. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can explain how writers' choices reflect the components of the rhetorical situation. (1.A-B) 
●​ I can identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. (3.A-C) 
●​ I can describe the reasoning, organization, and development of an argument. (5.A-C) 
●​ I can explain how writers' stylistic choices contribute to the purpose of an argument. (7.A-C) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and analyze rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos) in a variety of texts. 
●​ Break down an argument into claims, evidence, and reasoning. 
●​ Analyze the organization and development strategies that writers use to strengthen arguments. 
●​ Explain how diction, tone, and syntax contribute to rhetorical effectiveness. 
●​ Annotate and critically read texts to uncover rhetorical strategies and intentions. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Students will be divided into Socratic Seminar 
reading groups for one selection from Readings for 
Writers. 

●​ Students will write a paragraph analysis of how Paul 
Roberts uses tone and specific diction to achieve his 
purpose in “How to Say Nothing in 500 Words.” 
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Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: rhetoric, rhetoric appeals, ethos (credibility/authority), pathos (emotion), logos 
(logic/reasoning), claim, evidence, reasoning, argument, counterargument, audience, purpose, diction, 
tone, syntax, style, persuasion, annotation, close reading, organization 

Resources:  
●​ Robin Lakoff: “You Are What You 

Say” (Readings for Writers) 
●​ Paul Roberts: “How to Say Nothing 

in Five Hundred Words” (Duke 
Curriculum) 

●​ Barry Bearak: “Waiting to Die at the 
AIDS Hotel” (Readings for Writers) 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

 
 

Unit 2: Rhetorical Modes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:   
●​ Style, Voice, and Rhetorical Study 

○​ Students will practice establishing a strong, clear writer’s voice through sample readings 
and annotations. Students will have more practice and application of DIDLS, SOAPSTone, 
and rhetorical study.  

●​ Rhetorical Modes 
○​ Students will become proficient in several rhetorical modes including narration, description, 

examples, definition, compare/contrast, causal analysis, and division and classification. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do different rhetorical modes shape the way writers develop and organize their ideas? 
●​ In what ways do writers establish a unique voice through stylistic choices? 
●​ How can analyzing the rhetorical situation (audience, purpose, context) deepen our understanding 

of a text? 
●​ How do writers select and use evidence and reasoning to strengthen their arguments? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Writers use various rhetorical modes—such as narration, description, comparison, and 

analysis—to effectively convey their ideas depending on purpose and audience. 
●​ A writer’s style and voice are shaped by deliberate choices in diction, tone, and structure that 

support the argument’s purpose. 
●​ Understanding the rhetorical situation helps readers analyze why and how a text persuades or 

informs its audience. 
●​ Claims, evidence, and organization work together to build coherent and convincing arguments. 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ ​ Last Updated 3.25.26​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 4 



“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can explain how writers' choices reflect the components of the rhetorical situation. (1.A-B) 
●​ I can identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. (3.A-C) 
●​ I can describe the reasoning, organization, and development of an argument. (5.A-C) 
●​ I can explain how writers' stylistic choices contribute to the purpose of an argument. (7.A-C) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and explain the characteristics and purposes of different rhetorical modes (narration, 

description, comparison/contrast, definition, causal analysis, division/classification). 
●​ Analyze how writers use DIDLS (Diction, Imagery, Details, Language, Syntax) and SOAPSTone 

(Speaker, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Subject, Tone) to develop voice and rhetorical 
effectiveness. 

●​ Evaluate how writers’ choices in evidence, reasoning, and organization contribute to the strength 
and clarity of their arguments. 

●​ Apply rhetorical analysis skills to both reading and writing by creating texts that employ 
appropriate rhetorical modes with clear voice and purpose. 

●​ Explain how understanding the rhetorical situation guides interpretation and response to texts. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Prepared Practice Essay: “That Lean and Hungry 
Look” Retort  

●​ Prepared Essay #2: Rhetorical Modes  
●​ Students use the model essays and examples to aid 

them in creating an essay that synthesizes three 
different rhetorical modes discussing a topic of their 
choosing.  In addition, students will examine their 
own essays by analyzing the rhetorical modes and 
devices utilized throughout in regards to their 
purpose and thesis.   

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: rhetorical modes, narration, description, comparison/contrast, definition, causal 
analysis, division/classification, DIDLS, SOAPStone, voice, style, claims & evidence, organization, 
rhetorical situation 

Resources:  
●​ Suzanne Britt Jordan: “That Lean 

and Hungry Look” (Readings for 
Writers) 

●​ Bruce Catton: “Grant and Lee: A 
Study in Contrasts” (Readings for 
Writers) 

●​ Natalie Angier “Of Altruism, 
Heroism, and Evolution’s Gifts” (The 
New York Times) 

●​ Stephanie Erickson: “The Ways We 
Lie” (Readings for Writers) 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 
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●​ Jane S. Shaw: “Nature in the 
Suburbs” (The Heritage Foundation) 

●​ Roxanne Roberts: “The Grieving 
Never Ends”  

 
 

Unit 3: Visual Rhetoric and Documentaries 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Documentary and Visual Rhetoric 

○​ Students will become proficient in analyzing visual rhetoric by identifying filming 
techniques and applying the SPATER image analysis method. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do documentaries use visual and rhetorical strategies to persuade or inform audiences? 
●​ What filming techniques contribute to the tone, mood, and argument of a documentary? 
●​ How can the SPATER method help us analyze the effectiveness of images and scenes? 
●​ In what ways does the rhetorical triangle (ethos, pathos, logos) apply to visual media? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Visual rhetoric uses images, composition, and cinematic techniques to support an argument or 

message. 
●​ Documentaries combine rhetorical modes and visual strategies to engage, inform, and persuade 

viewers. 
●​ The SPATER method (Subject, Purpose, Audience, Techniques, Exigence, and Rhetorical appeals) 

provides a systematic way to analyze visual texts. 
●​ Understanding the rhetorical situation is essential to interpreting the purpose and impact of 

documentaries. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. (1.A-B) 
●​ I can identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. (3.A-C) 
●​ I can describe the reasoning, organization, and development of an argument. (5.A-C) 
●​ I can explain how writers' stylistic choices contribute to the purpose of an argument. (7.A-C) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how the purpose/thesis of the documentary is exemplified by the use of rhetorical modes 

and the rhetorical triangle. 
●​ Identify and describe the claims and evidence presented in documentary films. 
●​ Analyze how documentaries use rhetorical modes and the rhetorical triangle to construct their 

arguments. 
●​ Apply the SPATER method to deconstruct and evaluate visual rhetoric in documentaries. 
●​ Explain how stylistic and cinematic choices contribute to the documentary’s overall purpose and 

effectiveness. 
●​ Produce analytical responses that incorporate visual and rhetorical analysis of documentary 

content. 

Assessment Evidence 
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Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Write a paragraph analysis on how the 
purpose/thesis of the documentary is exemplified by 
the use of rhetorical modes and the rhetorical 
triangle. 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: visual rhetoric, documentary, SPATER (subject, purpose, audience, techniques, 
exigence, rhetorical appeals), rhetorical triangle (Ethos, Pathos, Logos), filming techniques, tone&mood, 
claims&evidence, argument, composition, stylistic choices 

Resources:  
●​ PBS Frontline Documentary: “A 

League of Denial” 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

Unit 4: The Things They Carried  

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Speeches and Rhetorical Analysis 
●​ Through the use of rhetorical devices, students will analyze and present the purpose, message, 

tone, and audience of an assigned speech. Students will show proficiency of rhetorical terms and 
structure. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do speakers use rhetorical devices to shape their message and connect with an audience? 
●​ In what ways does understanding the rhetorical situation clarify a speech’s purpose and 

effectiveness? 
●​ How can analyzing structure and organization deepen comprehension of an argument? 
●​ How do word choice and composition techniques advance an argument in speech and writing? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Rhetorical devices such as repetition, parallelism, and rhetorical questions enhance the power and 

clarity of a speech. 
●​ The rhetorical situation—audience, purpose, context—informs how a speech is crafted and 

delivered. 
●​ Effective argumentation depends on logical reasoning, evidence, and well-organized ideas. 
●​ Word choice and composition elements shape tone, mood, and persuasiveness in both oral and 

written communication. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can explain how writers' choices reflect the components of the rhetorical situation. (1.A-B) 
●​ I can identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. (3.A-C) 
●​ I can describe the reasoning, organization, and development of an argument. (5.A-C) 
●​ I can explain how writers' stylistic choices contribute to the purpose of an argument. (7.A-C) 
●​ I can select words and use elements of composition to advance an argument. (8.A-C) 
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At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and explain how rhetorical devices function within speeches related to The Things They 

Carried. 
●​ Analyze how components of the rhetorical situation influence the speaker’s choices and the 

speech’s impact. 
●​ Describe the organization and reasoning that develop the argument in a speech. 
●​ Use precise and purposeful language to craft their own written or spoken arguments. 
●​ Demonstrate proficiency in rhetorical terminology and apply it in analysis and composition. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Socratic Seminar 
●​ Using the Socratic Seminar structure, students will 

collaborate to select a section of the reading to lead 
class discussion.  Students will be responsible for 
creating seminar discussion questions that are quote 
based, synthesis based, and rhetoric based 
(SPACECAT). In addition to leading discussion on 
The Things They Carried, students are required to 
lead discussion on an assigned Vietnam era speech. 
Students not leading the discussion are required to 
create text annotations and supplemental questions 
of their own. 

●​ Prepared Speech: 
●​ Students will select a 21st century social issue and, 

utilizing rhetorical devices, create a four to five 
minutes speech regarding their topic.  Students will 
be required to present their speech without the use of 
visual aids and will also be required to complete a 
rhetorical analysis of their work by identifying and 
examining the effectiveness of the rhetorical devices 
they utilized within their speech. 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: rhetorical devices, repetition, parallelism, rhetorical questions, rhetorical situation 
(audience, purpose, context), tone&mood, word choice/diction, composition, argument, evidence, 
organization/structure 

Resources:  
●​ Readings 
●​ Tim O’ Brien: The Things They 

Carried 
●​ Gerald R. Ford: “A War That is 

Finished” 
●​ Richard Nixon: “Address to the 

Nation on the War in Vietnam” 
●​ Richard Nixon: “First Inaugural 

Address”  

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 
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●​ Martin Luther King Jr: “Beyond 
Vietnam” 

●​ Dwight D. Eisenhower: “The Military 
Industrial Complex” 

●​ Lyndon B. Johnson: “Peace without 
Conquest”  

 
 

Unit 5: In Cold Blood 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Narrative Nonfiction: Truman Capote: In Cold Blood 

○​ Students will study nonfiction structure through short writings and text analysis 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does narrative nonfiction combine storytelling and factual reporting to engage and inform 

readers? 
●​ What rhetorical strategies does Truman Capote use to shape tone, mood, and reader response? 
●​ How do writers make strategic choices to address specific rhetorical situations in nonfiction 

texts? 
●​ How can organization and commentary clarify and strengthen an argument? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Narrative nonfiction employs literary techniques to convey facts while maintaining narrative 

engagement. 
●​ Writers strategically select evidence and organize ideas to build and support claims. 
●​ Understanding the rhetorical situation helps explain authorial choices in tone, style, and content. 
●​ Effective nonfiction writing balances clear organization with insightful commentary to illuminate 

reasoning. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can explain how writers' choices reflect the components of the rhetorical situation. (1.A-B) 
●​ I can make strategic choices in a text to address a rhetorical situation. (2.A-B) 
●​ I can identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. (3.A-C) 
●​ I can analyze and select evidence to develop and refine a claim. (4.A-C) 
●​ I can use organization and commentary to illuminate the line of reasoning in an argument. (6.A-C) 
●​ I can select words and use elements of composition to advance an argument. (8.A-C) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Explain how Capote’s choices reflect the rhetorical situation and shape In Cold Blood’s impact. 
●​ Identify and evaluate claims and evidence within the text. 
●​ Analyze how evidence is selected and used to develop and refine arguments. 
●​ Use organization and commentary effectively to clarify reasoning in analysis and writing. 
●​ Craft clear, purposeful writing that advances an argument with precise language and composition. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Socratic Seminar 
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○​ Using the Socratic Seminar structure, students 
will collaborate to select a section of the 
reading to lead class discussion.  Students will 
be responsible for creating seminar 
discussion questions that are quote based, 
synthesis based, and rhetoric based 
(SPACECAT).  

●​ Argumentative In Cold Blood Essay 
○​ Using evidence from In Cold Blood and the 

supplemental articles, students prepare a FRQ 
style response to an argumentative prompt.  

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: narrative nonfiction, rhetorical situation, tone, mood, evidence, claims, 
organization/structure, commentary, argument, composition, literary techniques 

Resources:  
●​ Truman Capote: In Cold Blood 
●​ Richard A. Friedman: “Accepting that 

Good Parents May Plant Bad Seeds” 
●​ Michael Jones: “Maslow’s Hierarchy 

Of Needs Can Lower Recidivism” 
●​ James Fallon:  Excerpt from The 

Psychopath Inside: A 
Neuroscientist's Personal Journey 
into the Dark Side of the Brain- 
Chapter 1 “What is a Psychopath?” 

●​ “No Bars, No Chains, No Locks: How 
Finland is Reimagining 
Incarceration” by Natalie Moore 

●​ Danny Davis: “Released and No 
Place to Go” 

●​ Long Charkoudian, et al. “The Role 
of Family and Pro-Social 
Relationships in Reducing 
Recidivism”  

●​ Kevin Minor, James B. Wells, and 
Crissy Sims: “Recidivism Among 
Federal Probationers—Predicting 
Sentence Violations” 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

Unit 6: Argument and Satire 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Persuasion and Argument 

○​ Students will become proficient in writing persuasively and responding intelligently to the 
written attempts of others to persuade. They will distinguish legitimate from illegitimate 
modes of persuasion. Elements of argument and persuasion include: Key Assertions, 
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Premises, Fallacy, Refutation, as well as the ability to Defend/Challenge/Qualify.  

Essential Questions:  
●​ What distinguishes legitimate argumentation from fallacious reasoning? 
●​ How do writers use key assertions, premises, and refutation to build persuasive arguments? 
●​ In what ways can satire serve as a tool for persuasion and social critique? 
●​ How does word choice and organization influence the effectiveness of an argument? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Effective persuasion relies on clear claims supported by logical evidence and sound reasoning. 
●​ Recognizing fallacies is crucial for evaluating the strength and legitimacy of arguments. 
●​ Satire employs humor, irony, and exaggeration to expose flaws and provoke critical reflection. 
●​ Strategic organization and precise language enhance the clarity and persuasiveness of 

arguments. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can make strategic choices in a text to address a rhetorical situation. (2.A-B) 
●​ I can analyze and select evidence to develop and refine a claim. (4.A-C) 
●​ I can use organization and commentary to illuminate the line of reasoning in an argument. (6.A-C) 
●​ I can select words and use elements of composition to advance an argument. (8.A-C) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Make strategic rhetorical choices that respond effectively to the demands of a rhetorical 

situation. 
●​ Analyze and select relevant evidence to develop and refine persuasive claims. 
●​ Organize arguments logically and use commentary to clarify reasoning. 
●​ Employ diction and compositional elements to strengthen the impact of their writing. 
●​ Identify and critique fallacies and use refutation to strengthen their own arguments. 
●​ Understand and analyze satire as a rhetorical mode for persuasion and critique. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Fallacy Group Presentation 
○​ Using Google Slides, students collaborate to 

provide a detailed lesson on their assigned 
fallacy. In addition to teaching the class about 
their fallacy, they must create a script in which 
one of the presenters chooses to employ that 
fallacy in order to win an argument. 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: argument, persuasion, key assertions, premises, fallacy, refutation, 
defend/challenge/qualify, satire, irony, exaggeration, rhetorical situation, evidence, commentary, diction, 
organization 

Resources:  
●​ Steve Rushin: “A Nation In Need of 

Vacation” (Readings for Writers) 
●​ Gerry Garibaldi: “The Pregnancy 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 
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Trap” (Readings for Writers) 

 
 

Unit 7: Freakonomics 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Freakonomics 

○​ Students will explore the elements of nonfiction and relevant economic issues. Style and 
synthesis based analysis will develop a greater understanding of issues beyond the text.  

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do nonfiction writers use style and structure to present complex economic ideas? 
●​ In what ways can data and anecdotal evidence be combined to make persuasive arguments? 
●​ How can economic concepts help explain human behavior and social phenomena? 
●​ How do writers synthesize information from multiple sources to build an argument? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Nonfiction uses various rhetorical strategies to clarify and persuade on complex topics. 
●​ Combining quantitative data with narrative examples strengthens argumentation. 
●​ Understanding economic principles provides insight into underlying social behaviors. 
●​ Synthesis across texts and ideas leads to deeper, more nuanced understanding. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how nonfiction writers develop arguments using evidence and rhetorical strategies. 

(R.11-12.3) 
●​ I can synthesize information from multiple sources to build and support an argument. (W.11-12.9) 
●​ I can explain how style and structure impact the author’s message and effectiveness. (R.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze nonfiction texts to identify rhetorical strategies and argumentative techniques. 
●​ Explain key economic concepts presented in Freakonomics and their societal implications. 
●​ Synthesize ideas from Freakonomics and other texts to create informed analyses. 
●​ Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s style and structure in communicating complex ideas. 
●​ Develop written and oral responses that reflect critical engagement with nonfiction texts. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Socratic Seminar 
○​ Using the Socratic Seminar structure, students 

will collaborate to select a section of the 
reading to lead class discussion.  Students will 
be responsible for creating seminar 
discussion questions that are quote based, 
synthesis based, and rhetoric based 
(SPACECAT).  

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: nonfiction, rhetorical strategies, argument, evidence, synthesis, quantitative data, 
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anecdotal evidence, economic principles, human behavior, social phenomena, style, structure, 
persuasion, analysis, interpretation 

Resources:  
●​ Freakonomics by Stephen J. Dubner 

and Steven Levitt 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

Unit 8: Serial 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will analyze the Serial podcast as a nonfiction narrative, focusing on rhetorical choices 

that shape argument, storytelling, and audience engagement. They will develop skills in evidence 
evaluation, claim development, and clear organization to deepen understanding of complex 
real-world issues.  

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do nonfiction storytellers use narrative structure and rhetorical strategies to build compelling 

arguments? 
●​ What role does evidence play in shaping listeners’ understanding and interpretation of real 

events? 
●​ How can organization and commentary clarify complex lines of reasoning in nonfiction? 
●​ How do word choice and style influence the persuasiveness and tone of a narrative? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Effective nonfiction storytelling combines narrative techniques with careful argumentation to 

engage and inform. 
●​ Claims must be supported with relevant, credible evidence to be persuasive. 
●​ Thoughtful organization and insightful commentary enhance clarity and deepen analysis. 
●​ Style and diction are critical in shaping tone and influencing audience perception. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can explain how writers' choices reflect the components of the rhetorical situation. (1.A-B) 
●​ I can identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. (3.A-C) 
●​ I can analyze and select evidence to develop and refine a claim. (4.A-C) 
●​ I can use organization and commentary to illuminate the line of reasoning in an argument. (6.A-C) 
●​ I can select words and use elements of composition to advance an argument. (8.A-C) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze Serial to identify rhetorical strategies and evaluate how they support the narrative and 

argument. 
●​ Cite and evaluate evidence used to build claims within the podcast. 
●​ Organize ideas and commentary effectively to explain complex reasoning in nonfiction. 
●​ Apply rhetorical concepts and precise language to write and discuss nonfiction texts. 
●​ Understand how narrative style influences audience engagement and interpretation. 

Assessment Evidence 
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Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Students prepare a Synthesis FRQ style essay 
arguing the innocence or guilt of the primary 
protagonist. 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: nonfiction, narrative structure, rhetorical strategies, argument, claim, evidence, 
organization, commentary, tone, diction, persuasion, audience, style, analysis, interpretation 

Resources:  
●​ Serial Podcast- Sarah Koenig 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

WI DPI ELA Standards 
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