— SCHOOL DISTRICT —
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

Art Course Scope and Sequence
And Unit Plans

#A WEST BEND
VAN 4

Course Name: AP Drawing Time Frame: Year Long

Grade Level: 10-12 Department: Art
Prerequisites: *See Below

Course Overview:

AP Drawing is an introductory college-level drawing and painting course. Students refine and apply skills
and ideas they develop throughout the course to produce drawings and paintings that emphasize the
illusion of form and mark making. This course provides the opportunity for students to do college level
art work while in high school. AP Drawing is not based on a written exam. Students submit a digital and
physical portfolio of work for evaluation at the end of the school year both. At the culmination of the
course, student artists organize and exhibit their work in Silver Lining Art Gallery for a community art
show. *No previous art courses need to have been taken. Students should have a portfolio for approval to
take AP. Students must have approval of the high schools’ art instructors before signing up for this class.
Additional costs include: $S100 for the AP Exam Portfolio Folder and costs associated with preparing the
portfolio.

Units: Time Frame:
Unit 1: Foundations of Drawing and Observational Skills 5-6 Weeks
Unit 2: Mark Making & Materials Exploration 5-6 Weeks
Unit 3: lllusion of Form, Space, and Light 6-7 Weeks
Unit 4: Personal Investigation & Sustained Practice 10-12 Weeks
Unit 5: Portfolio Refinement & Exhibition 6-7 Weeks
Standards Supporting Learning Targets

Primary Resources Used: none
Digital Tool: n/a

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*
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Unit 1: Foundations of Drawing & Observational Skills

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Students will build foundational drawing skills through observation, learning to translate
three-dimensional forms into two-dimensional representations using line, value, and proportion.

Essential Questions:
e How does careful observation improve accuracy and expressive quality in drawing?
e In what ways do line and value create the illusion of form?
e How can drawing from life strengthen artistic decision-making?

Enduring Understandings:
e Observational drawing is a critical foundation for all representational and expressive artwork.
e Line, value, and proportion work together to create believable form.
e Intentional practice leads to growth in technical and visual skills.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can use contour, gesture, and value to describe form.
e | can observe and accurately draw objects from life.
e | can reflect on my drawing process to identify strengths and areas for growth.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Demonstrate accurate proportion and spatial relationships.
e Use shading techniques to suggest volume and depth.
e Apply observational strategies such as measuring and sighting.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: Observational still-life drawing with written
e Sketchbook studies, gesture reflection
drawings, peer critiques Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Contour, gesture, proportion, value, chiaroscuro, negative space

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Direct observation setups (still life, e Choice of drawing tools and scale
classroom objects) e Scaffolded observation prompts or advanced
e AP Drawing Course and Exam challenges
Description (CED) e One-on-one feedback conferences
e Demonstration videos and artist
exemplars

Unit 2: Mark Making & Materials Exploration

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Students will explore a variety of drawing and painting materials to develop intentional mark
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making and personal approaches to surface and texture.

Essential Questions:

e How do materials influence the marks an artist can make?
e What role does experimentation play in artistic growth?
e How can mark making communicate emotion or meaning?

Enduring Understandings:

e Different media offer unique expressive possibilities.
e Mark making is a deliberate and meaningful artistic choice.
e Experimentation supports innovation and personal style.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:

e | can experiment with a range of drawing and painting media.
e | can intentionally vary marks to create texture and emphasis.
e | can document and evaluate my material explorations.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Identify characteristics of various dry and wet media.
e Use layering and surface techniques effectively.
e Select materials that support artistic intent.

Assessment Evidence

Formative:
e Material exploration pages, process
journals

Summative: Experimental series demonstrating varied mark
making
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Media, texture, layering, impasto, wash, mixed media

Resources:
e Studio materials (charcoal, ink,
paint, graphite)
e Artist studies (e.g., Kadthe Kollwitz,
Cy Twombly)
e Studio demonstrations

Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Flexible material choices
e Visual exemplars at varied complexity levels
e Extended exploration time for advanced students

Unit 3: lllusion of Form, Space, and Light

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will deepen their understanding of how artists create the illusion of three-dimensional
form, light, and space in two-dimensional work.

Essential Questions:

e How do light and shadow define form?
e What strategies create believable space on a flat surface?
e How does value structure guide the viewer’s eye?
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Enduring Understandings:

e Light logic is essential to creating convincing form.
e Value contrast establishes depth and emphasis.
e Spatial illusion enhances visual impact.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can apply consistent light sources in my work.
e | can use value to model complex forms.
e | can create depth using overlapping and scale.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Analyze light sources and cast shadows.

e Use value scales intentionally.

e Create drawings that convincingly show depth.

Assessment Evidence

Formative:
e Value studies, lighting exercises

Summative: Fully rendered drawing emphasizing form and
light
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Light source, highlight, midtone, shadow, cast shadow, value range

Resources:
e Studio lighting setups
e Master artist references (e.g.,
Caravaggio, Leonardo)
e AP CED scoring guidelines

Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Adjustable complexity of subject matter
e Step-by-step modeling for support
e Independent extensions for advanced learners

Unit 4: Personal Investigation & Sustained Practice

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will develop a sustained body of work centered on a personally meaningful theme or

inquiry.

Essential Questions:

e How can a central idea unify a body of work?
e In what ways does personal voice strengthen artmaking?
e How do artists evolve ideas over time?

Enduring Understandings:

e Strong portfolios demonstrate cohesion and growth.
e Personal investigation drives meaningful artistic choices.
e Revision and reflection are essential to artistic development.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:

e | can develop a clear artistic investigation.
e | can create multiple works connected by a central idea.
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e | can revise work based on critique.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Generate and refine a personal theme.
e Sustain exploration across multiple pieces.
e Articulate artistic intent verbally and in writing.

Assessment Evidence

Formative:
e Artist statements, critiques,
progress checks

Summative: Sustained investigation portfolio section
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Sustained investigation, theme, cohesion, iteration, artistic intent

Resources:
e AP Portfolio guidelines
e Contemporary artist examples
e Individual mentoring sessions

Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Student-driven topic choice
e Personalized pacing plans
e Alternative brainstorming methods (visual mapping,
writing)

Unit 5: Portfolio Refinement & Exhibition

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will refine, document, and present their artwork for AP submission and public exhibition.

Essential Questions:

e How does presentation affect interpretation of artwork?
e What criteria define a successful portfolio?
e How do artists communicate with an audience?

Enduring Understandings:

e Careful selection and presentation strengthen portfolios.

e Reflection clarifies artistic growth.

e Public exhibition is a professional artistic practice.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can select and sequence work intentionally.
e | can photograph and digitally submit artwork.
e | can present my work professionally in an exhibition.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Meet AP Drawing portfolio requirements.

e Prepare artwork for display.

e Reflect on artistic growth over the year.

Assessment Evidence
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Formative: Summative: Final AP portfolio and gallery exhibition
e Portfolio reviews, mock Other: n/a
submissions

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Portfolio, curation, documentation, exhibition, critique

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e AP Digital Portfolio platform e Checklists and exemplars
e Photography and mounting tools e Peer mentoring
e Silver Lining Art Gallery e Alternative presentation formats as needed
collaboration

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

National Art Standards:

Creating (CR)

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work.

Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR):

Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

Responding (RE):

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work

Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.

Connecting (CN):

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to
deepen understanding.
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