
 
Art Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: AP 3-D Art Time Frame: Year Long 

Grade Level: 10-12  
Prerequisites: See Below* 

Department: Art 

Course Overview: 
AP 3-D Art and Design is an introductory college-level three-dimensional design course. Students refine 
and apply skills and ideas they develop throughout the course to produce three-dimensional art and 
design. This course provides the opportunity for students to do college level art work while in high 
school. AP 3-D Art & Design is not based on a written exam. Students submit a digital and physical 
portfolio of work for evaluation at the end of the school year both. At the culmination of the course, 
student artists organize and exhibit their work in Silver Lining Art Gallery for a community art show.  *No 
previous art courses need to have been taken.  Students should have a portfolio for instructor viewing.   
Additional costs include:  $100 for the AP Exam Portfolio Folder and costs associated with preparing the 
portfolio. 

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Foundations of 3-D Design & Spatial Thinking 5-6 Weeks 
Unit 2: Materials, Processes & Craftsmanship 5-6 Weeks 
Unit 3: Concept, Function & Viewer Interaction 6-7 Weeks 
Unit 4: Sustained Investigation & Personal Voice 10-12 Weeks 
Unit 5: Portfolio Refinement, Documentation & Exhibition 6-7 Weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: none 
Digital Tool: n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 

 
 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ Last Updated 3.25.26​​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 



 

Unit 1: Foundations of 3-D Design & Spatial Thinking 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop foundational skills in three-dimensional design by exploring form, space, 

balance, and structure. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists organize form and space in three dimensions? 
●​ What makes a three-dimensional design visually and structurally successful? 
●​ How does scale affect the viewer’s experience? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Three-dimensional design requires intentional consideration of form, space, and structure. 
●​ Balance and stability are both visual and physical concerns. 
●​ Effective 3-D work engages the viewer from multiple viewpoints. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can design and construct stable three-dimensional forms. 
●​ I can use positive and negative space intentionally. 
●​ I can evaluate my work from multiple perspectives. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and apply core principles of 3-D design. 
●​ Create forms that demonstrate balance and structural integrity. 
●​ Analyze spatial relationships within sculptural work. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Sketches, maquettes, spatial 

studies, critiques 

Summative: Completed foundational sculpture with 
reflection 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Form, volume, mass, space, balance, stability, structure 

Resources:  
●​ AP 3-D Art & Design Course and 

Exam Description (CED) 
●​ Sculptural exemplars (traditional 

and contemporary) 
●​ Studio demonstrations 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice of materials and scale 
●​ Scaffolded building challenges 
●​ Individual design conferences 

 
 

Unit 2: Materials, Processes & Craftsmanship 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will explore a variety of three-dimensional materials and processes to develop 

craftsmanship and technical control. 
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Essential Questions:  
●​ How do materials influence form and meaning? 
●​ Why is craftsmanship essential in 3-D art and design? 
●​ How does process affect structural and aesthetic outcomes? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Materials have unique physical and expressive qualities. 
●​ Strong craftsmanship enhances both form and concept. 
●​ Process choices impact durability and presentation. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can safely and effectively use 3-D tools and materials. 
●​ I can refine construction techniques for stability and finish. 
●​ I can select materials that support my artistic intent. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Demonstrate control of multiple 3-D materials or processes. 
●​ Apply joining and finishing techniques effectively. 
●​ Evaluate craftsmanship using clear criteria. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Material tests, process journals, 

skill checks 

Summative: Finished 3-D work demonstrating strong 
craftsmanship 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Armature, joinery, additive, subtractive, relief, craftsmanship 

Resources:  
●​ Clay, wire, wood, cardboard, found 

objects 
●​ Tool safety guides and 

demonstrations 
●​ Artist case studies 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Flexible material choices 
●​ Step-by-step technique guides or open exploration 
●​ Peer skill-sharing stations 

 
 

Unit 3: Concept, Function & Viewer Interaction 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will explore how three-dimensional design communicates ideas, serves function, and 

interacts with the viewer. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can 3-D art communicate meaning or purpose? 
●​ What role does the viewer play in experiencing 3-D work? 
●​ How do form and function inform each other? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Three-dimensional art can be expressive, functional, or both. 
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●​ Viewer interaction influences interpretation and experience. 
●​ Conceptual clarity strengthens design impact. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create 3-D work with a clear concept or function. 
●​ I can consider how viewers move around or interact with my work. 
●​ I can explain how form supports meaning. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Design work that communicates a clear idea or purpose. 
●​ Apply scale and placement intentionally. 
●​ Analyze viewer engagement with 3-D forms. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Concept sketches, critiques, written 

proposals 

Summative: Concept-driven or functional 3-D project 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Concept, function, interaction, installation, site-specific 

Resources:  
●​ Contemporary sculpture and design 

examples 
●​ Installation and functional art 

references 
●​ Critique frameworks 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice between functional or expressive outcomes 
●​ Graphic organizers for concept development 
●​ Advanced conceptual extensions 

 
 

Unit 4: Sustained Investigation & Personal Voice 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop a sustained investigation centered on a personally meaningful 

three-dimensional design inquiry. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can a sustained investigation unify a body of 3-D work? 
●​ How does personal voice emerge through materials and form? 
●​ How do artists refine ideas over time? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Strong portfolios demonstrate cohesion and growth. 
●​ Sustained investigation allows for deeper exploration of ideas. 
●​ Reflection and revision strengthen artistic outcomes. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can develop and refine a sustained investigation question. 
●​ I can create multiple 3-D works connected by a central idea. 
●​ I can revise my work based on critique and reflection. 
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At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Plan and execute a cohesive body of three-dimensional work. 
●​ Demonstrate growth in concept, form, and craftsmanship. 
●​ Clearly articulate artistic intent. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Progress critiques, reflections, 

checkpoints 

Summative: Sustained Investigation portfolio section 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Sustained investigation, cohesion, iteration, refinement, intent 

Resources:  
●​ AP 3-D Portfolio guidelines 
●​ Individual mentoring and studio 

conferences 
●​ Contemporary 3-D artist references 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Student-selected inquiry topics 
●​ Personalized timelines 
●​ Multiple ideation strategies (drawing, modeling, 

writing) 

 

Unit 5: Portfolio Refinement, Documentation & Exhibition 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will refine, document, curate, and present their three-dimensional artwork for AP 

submission and public exhibition. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does documentation affect evaluation of 3-D work? 
●​ What defines a successful AP 3-D portfolio? 
●​ How do artists prepare sculptural work for exhibition? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ High-quality documentation is critical for 3-D portfolios. 
●​ Thoughtful curation strengthens viewer understanding. 
●​ Exhibition is a professional artistic practice. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can photograph and document my 3-D work effectively. 
●​ I can select and sequence work intentionally. 
●​ I can professionally present my work in a gallery setting. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Meet all AP 3-D Art & Design portfolio requirements. 
●​ Prepare artwork for safe display. 
●​ Reflect on artistic growth over the year. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Portfolio reviews, mock 

Summative: Final AP portfolio and Silver Lining Art Gallery 
exhibition 
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submissions Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Portfolio, documentation, curation, exhibition, critique 

Resources:  
●​ AP Digital Portfolio platform 
●​ Photography equipment and display 

materials 
●​ Silver Lining Art Gallery partnership 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Documentation checklists and exemplars 
●​ Peer mentoring 
●​ Alternative supports for presentation and installation 

 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

National Art Standards: 
Creating (CR) 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work. 
Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR): 
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
Responding (RE): 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
Connecting (CN): 
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding. 
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