— SCHOOL DISTRICT —
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

Art Course Scope and Sequence
And Unit Plans

#A WEST BEND
VAN 4

Course Name: AP 2-D Art & Design Time Frame: Year Long

Grade Level: 10-12 Department: Art
Prerequisites: See Below*

Course Overview:

AP 2-D Art and Design is an introductory college-level two-dimensional design course. Students refine
and apply skills and ideas they develop throughout the course to produce two-dimensional art and
design. This course provides the opportunity for students to do college level art work while in high
school. AP 2-D Art & Design is not based on a written exam. Students submit a digital and physical
portfolio of work for evaluation at the end of the school year both. At the culmination of the course
student artists organize and exhibit their work in Silver Lining Art Gallery for a community art show.
*No previous art courses need to have been taken. Students should have a portfolio for approval to take
AP, Students must have approval of the high schools’ art instructors before signing up for this class.
Additional costs include: $S100 for the AP Exam Portfolio Folder and costs associated with preparing the
portfolio.

Units: Time Frame:
Unit 1: Foundations of 2-D Design & Visual Organization 5-6 Weeks
Unit 2: Media, Techniques, and Process Exploration 5-6 Weeks
Unit 3: Visual Communication, Message, and Audience 6-7 Weeks
Unit 4: Sustained Investigation & Personal Voice 10-12 Weeks
Unit 5: Portfolio Refinement, Curation & Exhibition 6-7 Weeks
Standards Supporting Learning Targets

Primary Resources Used: none
Digital Tool: n/a

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*
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Unit 1: Foundations of 2-D Design & Visual Organization

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Students will develop foundational understanding of two-dimensional design principles and how
visual elements work together to communicate meaning.

Essential Questions:
e How do the elements and principles of design influence visual communication?
e In what ways does organization affect how an artwork is experienced?
e How can intentional design choices guide the viewer’s attention?

Enduring Understandings:
e Effective design relies on purposeful organization of visual elements.
e Design principles help artists communicate ideas clearly and powerfully.
e Strong compositions balance structure with creativity.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can use elements and principles of design intentionally.
e | can analyze and revise compositions for visual clarity.
e | can explain the design decisions | make in my work.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e |dentify and apply key elements and principles of 2-D design.
e Create balanced and unified compositions.
e Evaluate designs using appropriate visual language.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: Finished 2-D design project demonstrating
e Thumbnail sketches, design strong composition
studies, critiques Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Line, shape, color, value, balance, contrast, unity, emphasis

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e AP 2-D Art & Design Course and e Choice of subject matter and media
Exam Description (CED) e Visual organizers and composition templates
e Design exemplars (graphic design, e Tiered complexity in design challenges

fine art, photography)
e Studio demonstrations

Unit 2: Media, Techniques, and Process Exploration

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will explore a variety of two-dimensional media and processes to expand technical skills
and expressive possibilities.
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Essential Questions:
e How do materials and techniques affect design outcomes?
e Why is experimentation essential to artistic growth?
e How can process influence meaning?

Enduring Understandings:
e Different media offer distinct visual and expressive qualities.
e Experimentation leads to innovation and informed decision-making.
e Process is as important as final product.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can experiment with multiple 2-D media and techniques.
e | can document and reflect on my artistic process.
e | can select media that best support my ideas.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Demonstrate control of at least two different 2-D media.
e Use layering and surface techniques intentionally.
e Apply feedback to refine techniques.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: Experimental series showcasing varied
e Media exploration samples, techniques
process journals Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Media, process, layering, transparency, opacity, mixed media

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Traditional and digital studio e Flexible media options
materials e Guided technique checklists or open-ended
e Artist case studies (e.g., graphic exploration
designers, photographers, painters) e Peer coaching groups
e Technique demonstrations

Unit 3: Visual Communication, Message, and Audience

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Students will explore how 2-D design communicates ideas, messages, and meaning to an
audience.

Essential Questions:
e How do images convey messages without words?
e Whatrole does audience play in design decisions?
e How do artists use symbolism and visual metaphor?

Enduring Understandings:
e Visual design is a powerful form of communication.
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e Audience awareness shapes artistic choices.
e Meaning is constructed through imagery, symbolism, and context.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can design images with a specific message or audience in mind.
e | can use symbolism and visual hierarchy effectively.
e | can evaluate how viewers may interpret my work.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Create designs that communicate clear intent.
e Apply visual hierarchy and emphasis strategically.
e Analyze the effectiveness of visual communication.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: Finished communication-based design project
e Concept sketches, critiques, artist | Other: n/a
statements

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Visual hierarchy, symbolism, metaphor, audience, message

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Advertising, poster, and editorial e Choice of theme and communication goal
design examples e Sentence starters for artist statements
e Contemporary artist and designer e Extension projects for advanced students
studies
e Critique protocols

Unit 4: Sustained Investigation & Personal Voice

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will develop a sustained investigation centered on a personally meaningful theme, idea,
or design inquiry.

Essential Questions:
e How can a central idea unify a body of work?
e How does personal voice strengthen visual design?
e How do artists refine ideas over time?

Enduring Understandings:
e Strong portfolios show cohesion, growth, and intentionality.
e Sustained investigation encourages deeper exploration of ideas.
e Reflection and revision are essential to artistic development.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can develop and refine a clear investigation question.
e | can create multiple works connected by a central idea.
e | can revise my work based on critique and reflection.
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At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Plan and execute a cohesive body of work.
e Demonstrate growth and experimentation over time.
e Clearly articulate artistic intent.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: Sustained Investigation portfolio section

e Progress reviews, critiques, written | Other: n/a
reflections

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Sustained investigation, cohesion, iteration, revision, intent

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e AP 2-D Art & Design Portfolio e Student-driven inquiry topics
Guidelines e Personalized pacing plans
e Individual conferences and e Multiple brainstorming formats (visual, written,
mentoring digital)
e Contemporary 2-D artist references

Unit 5: Portfolio Refinement, Curation & Exhibition

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will curate, refine, document, and present their artwork for AP submission and public

exhibition.

Essential Questions:
e How does presentation impact interpretation of artwork?
e What criteria define a strong AP 2-D portfolio?
e How do artists prepare work for public display?

Enduring Understandings:
e Thoughtful curation strengthens portfolio impact.
e Reflection clarifies artistic growth and intent.
e Exhibition is a professional artistic practice.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can select and sequence artwork intentionally.
e | can properly photograph and digitally submit my work.
e | can professionally present my artwork in an exhibition.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Meet all AP 2-D Art & Design portfolio requirements.
e Prepare artwork for gallery display.
e Reflect on artistic growth over the course of the year.

Assessment Evidence
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Formative: Summative: Final AP portfolio and Silver Lining Art Gallery
e Portfolio checks, mock exhibition
submissions, peer reviews Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Portfolio, curation, documentation, exhibition, critique

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e AP Digital Portfolio platform e Clear checklists and exemplars
e Photography, mounting, and display e Peer mentoring and critique groups
tools e Alternative presentation or documentation supports
e Silver Lining Art Gallery partnership as needed

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

National Art Standards:

Creating (CR)

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work.

Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR):

Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

Responding (RE):

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work

Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.

Connecting (CN):

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to
deepen understanding.

Back to the top Last Updated 3.25.26
6




