
 
Art Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: AP Art History Time Frame: Year Long 

Grade Level: 10-12  
Prerequisites: N/A 

Department: Art 

Course Overview: 
AP Art History is an introductory college-level art history course. Students cultivate their understanding 
of art history through analyzing works of art and placing them in historical context. Students explore 
concepts like culture and cultural interactions, theories and interpretations of art, the impact of 
materials, processes, and techniques on art and art making, as well as understanding purpose and 
audience in art historical analysis. An art background is not required for this course.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Introduction to Art Historical Thinking 3 weeks 
Unit 2: Global Prehistory & Ancient Art 5 weeks 
Unit 3: Sacred Art & Belief Systems 6 weeks 
Unit 4: Power, Politics, & Patronage 6 weeks 
Unit 5: Innovation, Materials, & Techniques 5 weeks 
Unit 6: Global Exchange & Cultural Interaction 5 weeks 
Unit 7: Modern & Contemporary Art 6 weeks 
Unit 8: AP Exam Preparation & Review 4 weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: none 
Digital Tool: n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 1: Introduction to Art Historical Thinking Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Introduce foundational skills and vocabulary for analyzing and interpreting works of art. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do historians analyze and interpret works of art? 
●​ Why is context essential to understanding art? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Art communicates meaning through visual and contextual choices. 
●​ Art history relies on evidence-based interpretation. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze a work of art using formal visual vocabulary. 
●​ I can explain how context influences meaning. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify elements of formal analysis 
●​ Apply basic art historical terminology 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:  visual analyses; summative 
short response 

Summative: short response 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: form, content, context, medium, function 

Resources:  
●​ AP Classroom videos; selected 

artworks 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ guided notes 
●​ sentence starters 
●​ visual modeling 

 
 

Unit 2: Global Prehistory & Ancient Art Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Examine early art as a reflection of belief systems, power, and environment. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ Why did early societies create art? 
●​ How did materials and geography shape ancient art? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Art reflects cultural values and belief systems. 
●​ Materials and techniques are influenced by environment. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
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●​ I can analyze ancient art using historical context. 
●​ I can compare artistic practices across early cultures. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify key works from prehistoric and ancient cultures 
●​ Explain how art reflects cultural priorities 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ comparisons 

Summative: Unit test 
Other: n/a 
 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: ritual, symbolism, hierarchy, abstraction 

Resources:  
●​ AP Art History image set; textbook 

readings 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Timelines 
●​ graphic organizers 
●​ chunked readings 

 

Unit 3: Sacred Art & Belief Systems Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Analyze how art communicates religious beliefs and values across cultures. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does art express spiritual beliefs? 
●​ How does audience shape sacred art? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Religious art reinforces belief systems. 
●​ Artistic conventions vary by culture and purpose. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can interpret religious symbolism in art. 
●​ I can explain differences in sacred art traditions. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify religious iconography 
●​ Compare sacred art across cultures 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Iconography analysis​  

Summative: essay 
Other: n/a 
 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: iconography, pilgrimage, narrative 
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Resources:  
●​ AP Classroom; museum virtual tours 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Image annotation 
●​ Paired analysis 
●​ Choice prompts 

 
 

Unit 4: Power, Politics, & Patronage Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Explore how art communicates authority, identity, and political power. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How is art used to express power? 
●​ What role does patronage play in art production? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Art can reinforce or challenge power structures 
●​ Patronage influences artistic choices 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze art as political expression. 
●​ I can explain the role of patrons in art history. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify artworks connected to political power 
●​ Explain relationships between artist and patron 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Source analysis 

Summative: Comparison essay 
Other: n/a 
 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: patronage, propaganda, authority 

Resources:  
●​ Primary source texts; AP image sets 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Structured debates  
●​ Comparison charts 

 
 

Unit 5: Innovation, Materials, & Techniques Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Understand how materials and technology shape artistic innovation. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do materials influence artistic possibilities? 
●​ Why do artistic styles change over time? 
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Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Innovation often responds to cultural and technological change. 
●​ Materials affect both form and meaning. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can explain how materials impact artistic style. 
●​ I can analyze stylistic change over time.  

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify materials and techniques across periods. 
●​ Explain causes of stylistic shifts. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Technique analysis 

Summative: Unit exam 
Other: n/a 
 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: medium, technique, innovation 

Resources:  
●​ Process videos, textbook visuals 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Visual breakdowns 
●​ Scaffolded writing 

 
 

Unit 6: Global Exchange & Cultural Interaction Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Analyze the impact of trade, colonization, and cultural exchange on art. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does cultural interaction shape art? 
●​ How does art reflect global connections? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Art reflects cross-cultural exchange. 
●​ Meaning shifts as art moves between cultures. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze art influenced by cultural exchange. 
●​ I can explain how meaning changes across contexts. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify examples of cross-cultural influence 
●​ Compare artworks from different regions 

Assessment Evidence 
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Formative:   
●​ Comparative analysis​  

Summative: essay 
Other: n/a 
 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: diffusion, appropriation, hybridity 

Resources:  
●​ Global maps; AP Classroom 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ mapping activities 
●​ guided comparisons 

 
 

Unit 7: Modern & Contemporary Art Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Examine how artists respond to modern life and contemporary issues. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do modern artists challenge tradition? 
●​ How does contemporary art engage audiences? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Modern art reflects rapid social change. 
●​ Contemporary art often prioritizes concept and audience. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze modern and contemporary artworks. 
●​ I can explain how audience impacts interpretation. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify major modern movements. 
●​ Analyze conceptual approaches. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ Discussion 

Summative: AP Style Essay 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: modernism, abstraction, conceptual art 

Resources:  
●​ AP Image set, museum collections​ 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice-based analysis 
●​ Peer discussion 

 
 

Unit 8: AP Exam Preparation & Review Outcomes 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ ​ Last Updated 3.25.26​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 6 



Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Prepare students for success on the AP Art History exam. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do I apply art historical skills under exam conditions? 
●​ How do I write effective AP responses? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Practice improves analytical clarity. 
●​ Structure and evidence are critical in AP writing. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can write clear, evidence-based AP responses. 
●​ I can manage time and strategy during the exam. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Apply AP scoring criteria 
●​ Synthesize visual and contextual analysis 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative:   
●​ n/a 

Summative: n/a 
Other:  
Practice exams, released AP questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: comparison, attribution, thesis 

Resources:  
●​ AP Classroom, released exam 

materials 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Targeted practice groups 
●​ Feedback cycles 

 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

National Art Standards: 
Creating (CR) 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work. 
Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR): 
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
Responding (RE): 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
Connecting (CN): 
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Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding. 
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