ENGLISH | SUMMER READING
HICKORY GROVE | COLLEGE PREP & HONORS | 2026-2027

Welcome to English I! Directions for your summer reading assignment are noted below. If you have
any gquestions, please contact Ms. Sarah Beam (sarahbeam@hgchristian.org).

Purpose of Summer Reading:

* Avoid the “summer slide.” This is the loss of academic skills that occurs when school is not
in session and which is attributed to the lack of reading. This is of critical importance as the
effects of the summer slide are cumulative.

 Develop language skills. Those who read tend to have larger vocabularies than non-readers as
well as better reading comprehension.

« Help in the composition of a stronger college application essay. Whether applying for college
or a scholarship, the application will likely involve an essay. Regular reading develops students’
ability to synthesize information and construct a thoughtful application essay.

* Build the reading skills that are critical for the ACT and SAT. The improvements in reading and
vocabulary prepare students to attain strong test scores, which expands college options.

« Grow general knowledge. Exposure to various texts and writing styles helps develop a unique
writing voice-a skill greatly needed in college as well as the business world.

Your Assignment:

Purchase a copy of No Fear Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet Deluxe Student Edition (ISBN: 978-
1411479715). This edition translates Shakespearean language into common English (including some
of the more bawdy conversations that take place in the opening scene). All students must have
a hard copy of the book. You may purchase/use a different version of the play but this particular
ISBN gives a full, line-by-line translation of Shakespeare’s writing into everyday language.

After reading Shakespeare’s drama, complete the quote chart at the following link. READ THE
DIRECTIONS ON THE QUOTE JOURNAL BEFORE YOU BEGIN! You will be graded on your effort,
following directions, and execution and completeness of the project. Weight will be one writing
test grade. Click Here for the Romeo & Juliet Quote Journal w/ Quotes. You are to submit your
completed assignment here.

This assignment is due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2026
regardless of the semester you are enrolled in English.

Assigned drama (click on the link for a parental review of the play): Romeo & Juliet by William
Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare)
Edition: No Fear Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet Deluxe Student Edition ISBN: 978-1411479715

Romeo and Juliet, a tragedy written by William Shakespeare early in his career, tells of an age-
old vendetta between two powerful families that erupts into bloodshed. A young lovesick Romeo
Montague falls instantly in love with Juliet Capulet. Their marriage, hastily arranged, ends in
tragedy. The deaths of the two young Italian star-crossed lovers ultimately reconcile their feuding
families.

Three-Minute Romeo & Juliet



mailto:sarahbeam%40hgchristian.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NDYNG7Hvf76zR6vT_TxLLLwcDf1cUAVb6KO3gycgcnQ/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZNbYvx32aHmh3dk8-oZbb9vsrhS1bV4bekfxlRiizTU/viewform?edit_requested=true#responses
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/romeo-and-juliet
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/3-minute-shakespeare/3-minute-shakespeare-romeo-and-juliet/

ENGLISH Il SUMMER READING
HICKORY GROVE | COLLEGE PREP & HONORS | 2026-2027

Welcome to English II! Directions for your summer reading assignment are noted below. If you have
any guestions, please contact Miss Noelle Allen (hoelleallen@hgchristian.org).

Purpose of Summer Reading:

* Avoid the “summer slide.” This is the loss of academic skills that occurs when school is not
in session and which is attributed to the lack of reading. This is of critical importance as the
effects of the summer slide are cumulative.

 Develop language skills. Those who read tend to have larger vocabularies than non-readers as
well as better reading comprehension.

« Help in the composition of a stronger college application essay. Whether applying for college
or a scholarship, the application will likely involve an essay. Regular reading develops students’
ability to synthesize information and construct a thoughtful application essay.

* Build the reading skills that are critical for the ACT and SAT. The improvements in reading and
vocabulary prepare students to attain strong test scores, which expands college options.

« Grow general knowledge. Exposure to various texts and writing styles helps develop a unique
writing voice-a skill greatly needed in college as well as the business world.

Your Assignment:

Purchase a copy of No Fear Shakespeare Julius Caesar Deluxe Student Edition (ISBN: 978-
1411479654). This edition translates Shakespearean language into common English. All students
must have a hard copy of the book.

After reading Shakespeare’s drama, complete the following writing and art assignment. You
will be graded on your effort, following directions, and execution and completeness of the project.
The assignment weight will be one reading test grade. The assignments should be grammatically
clean, using complete sentences as well as pictures where appropriate

This assignment is due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2026
regardless of the semester you are enrolled in English.

Writing assignment:
Write a character diary for a character of your choice. Your diary must include at least seven
entries and should reflect events that happen throughout the story. The diary entries should
demonstrate the character reflecting on these events and how they were affected.
Note: Your entries should each be typed with MLA formatting and at least three-quarters of a
page long.

Art assignment:
Draw/paint a NEW multi-colored cover for your book. It must be different from any other
cover for that book. It must be a 5x6 cardstock minimum. Write two paragraphs describing
what your cover portrays and how it represents the book well. You should staple your
paragraphs to your cover when you turn it in.

A Shakespeare Julius Caesar Summary in Under 6 Minutes



mailto:noelleallen%40hgchristian.org?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0otnV6SmJiQ

ENGLISH Ill SUMMER READING
HICKORY GROVE | COLLEGE PREP & HONORS | 2026-2027

Welcome to English Ill! Directions for your summer reading assignment are noted below. If you have
any questions, please contact Mrs. Katie Davidson (katiedavidson@hgchristian.org).

Purpose of Summer Reading:

* Avoid the “summer slide.” This is the loss of academic skills that occurs when school is not
in session and which is attributed to the lack of reading. This is of critical importance as the
effects of the summer slide are cumulative.

 Develop language skills. Those who read tend to have larger vocabularies than non-readers as
well as better reading comprehension.

« Help in the composition of a stronger college application essay. Whether applying for college
or a scholarship, the application will likely involve an essay. Regular reading develops students’
ability to synthesize information and construct a thoughtful application essay.

* Build the reading skills that are critical for the ACT and SAT. The improvements in reading and
vocabulary prepare students to attain strong test scores, which expands college options.

« Grow general knowledge. Exposure to various texts and writing styles helps develop a unique
writing voice-a skill greatly needed in college as well as the business world.

Your Assignment:
* Obtain a copy of The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway. You may borrow the book
from a friend, pick up a copy from the library, or purchase it from Amazon.
* After reading Hemingway’s novella, complete the quote chart found here.
*  Once complete, submit your assignment here.

You will be graded on your effort, following directions, and execution and completeness of the
project.

This assignment is due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2026
regardless of the semester you are enrolled in English.

Assigned book:

e The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway (click on the link for a review).
*  You may purchase it from Amazon.

*  You may also listen to an audio version.



mailto:katiedavidson%40hgchristian.org?subject=
https://www.amazon.com/Old-Man-Sea-Hemingway-Library/dp/1476787840/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8JnRsFlKCg_NNIBWE4lYv2GkbdtzF1BGq46gEzqjCNZJFeButTkGSLs8YKLSCSZCqtCIruggc_rYfTWveXdsHtjIwsv-2XEuzBIrg09VS3_cjkekoeX5tDTpSEWPRAygG4wv5zAmUisdkytzuouIZMmhjfscfG-QFl9azKayFDwOEMpgmCybQa4g-xzg_vaPuCefTVMF8Y2-c6Gonrx9Bo22TVJWVjYW205LSJ-FdjkXZanZuLtHNm854U3XBtTHam4i-b3PCGvvAhvh9M00MPkTAGuJTcDY3MfHwi5guXc.SEdiYnCIHHBOVVULYDSL24IElFCP_GzedXuYwLMe61E&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Old+Man+and+the+Sea&qid=1775948089&sr=8-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1advlNLSh-ufmnZz4cPeESwNe57cnotGw/copy
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRN_YuBdBVQ1a-21O8UQ9Yz-0jao6bO01fDwZ2X25eVgH3Hw/viewform?usp=header
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-old-man-and-the-sea
https://www.amazon.com/Old-Man-Sea-Ernest-Hemingway/dp/0684801221/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OH559SYPPDOD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.T3eFJXzevi463zGias550IaxfzDVZuUjUKFSgJnupvQP69_5-MjwrnFRV4wJCTrcOvllRHHagqI3ubhdrHU9dOHhmLLAX5nIE6vAUlakAQVIigibJejyj8cJpjl9I4WDStdYqZ8pFfaPqhpR443uUR1BtVkRRgnRBtv_lB8ekgBYJfkR_SLE7mt-CG-ay08mKKUhNIT50OZFjt2Jep7Di-TTUUegs8LiH7zdcUWqygY.kxgXt9nz6ob7DwkCLL5-Fcjx1PyYLt2udDegxFCDQ1Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Old+Man+and+the+Sea&qid=1710519332&sprefix=the+old+man+and+the+sea%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJ6dSjxLwns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0otnV6SmJiQ

ENGLISH IV SUMMER READING
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Welcome to English IV! Directions for your summer reading assignment are noted below. If you have
any gquestions, please contact Ms. Sarah Beam (sarahbeam@hgchristian.org).

Purpose of Summer Reading:

* Avoid the “summer slide.” This is the loss of academic skills that occurs when school is not
in session and which is attributed to the lack of reading. This is of critical importance as the
effects of the summer slide are cumulative.

 Develop language skills. Those who read tend to have larger vocabularies than non-readers as
well as better reading comprehension.

« Help in the composition of a stronger college application essay. Whether applying for college
or a scholarship, the application will likely involve an essay. Regular reading develops students’
ability to synthesize information and construct a thoughtful application essay.

* Build the reading skills that are critical for the ACT and SAT. The improvements in reading and
vocabulary prepare students to attain strong test scores, which expands college options.

« Grow general knowledge. Exposure to various texts and writing styles helps develop a unique
writing voice-a skill greatly needed in college as well as the business world.

Your Assignment:

Purchase a copy of No Fear Shakespeare King Lear Deluxe Student Edition (ISBN: 978-
1411479661). All students must have a hard copy of the book. You may purchase/use a different
version of the play but this particular ISBN gives a full, line-by-line translation of Shakespeare’s
writing into everyday language.

After reading Shakespeare’s drama, complete the quote chart found at the following link.

READ THE DIRECTIONS ON THE QUOTE JOURNAL BEFORE YOU BEGIN!

You will be graded on your effort, following directions, and execution and completeness of the
project. CT Summer Reading English IV King Lear Quote Journal 2026-2027 The weight for the
assignment will be one writing test grade. You are to submit your completed assignment here.

This assignment is due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2026
regardless of the semester you are enrolled in English.

Assigned drama: King Lear by William Shakespeare (click on the link for a parental review of the
play: King Lear by William Shakespeare). All students must have a hard copy of either the book or
a printing of the PDF.

Edition: No Fear Shakespeare King Lear Deluxe Student Edition ISBN: 978-1411479661

In King Lear, widely regarded as William Shakespeare’s crowning artistic achievement, the title
character divides his kingdom among the two daughters who flatter him while banishing the third,
who genuinely loves him but refuses to play the game. Ultimately, his eldest daughters reject him,
leading him to madness. After many twists and turns, his banished daughter returns but too late
to save the day. In the end, as in every Shakespearean tragedy, the stage is littered with the dead
bodies of many of the main characters.

King Lear Video & Act Summary



mailto:sarahbeam%40hgchristian.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bkv0NBTN94_k3lx_h2VaNjWcbK128Lyh61Zxon1_Ff8/copy?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfX4ZgEeH_1NQRwPhDeiLIxumzvyuA0xDLT0nEjA539ojR86A/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/tv-reviews/king-lear

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE &

COMPOSITION SUMMER READING
2026-2027

HICKORY GROVE

Welcome to AP Language and Composition! Directions for your summer reading assignment are
noted below. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Katie Davidson
(katiedavidson@hgchristian.org).

Purpose of Summer Reading:

* Avoid the “summer slide.” This is the loss of academic skills that occurs when school is not
in session and which is attributed to the lack of reading. This is of critical importance as the
effects of the summer slide are cumulative.

» Develop language skills. Those who read tend to have larger vocabularies than non-readers as
well as better reading comprehension.

* Help in the composition of a stronger college application essay. Whether applying for college
or a scholarship, the application will likely involve an essay. Regular reading develops students’
ability to synthesize information and construct a thoughtful application essay.

* Build the reading skills that are critical for the ACT and SAT. The improvements in reading and
vocabulary prepare students to attain strong test scores, which expands college options.

 Grow general knowledge. Exposure to various texts and writing styles helps develop a unique
writing voice-a skill greatly needed in college as well as the business world.

Your Assignment:
Step One: Read the assigned text below. Annotate as you read for comprehension, but
understand that the annotations will not contribute toward the assignment grade.
Step Two: Select one of the four prompts here (scroll through). You will need to enter your
name to access the prompts, but you do not need to click “Turn In.”
Step Three: Write a five or six-paragraph essay (650-800 words) in this MLA formatted
Google doc following this rubric.
Step Four: When you are ready to submit your essay, upload it here.

These assignments are due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2026
regardless of the semester you are enrolled in English.

Assigned book:
e Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell (click on the link for a parental review).
 The preferred version of the text is ISBN-13: 978-0316017930



mailto:katiedavidson%40hgchristian.org%29?subject=
https://easel.teacherspayteachers.com/students?code=7KD94D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EE-TOCursb6ToGWq5PHli7_9iuy53CqEEJybfwcfXqk/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EE-TOCursb6ToGWq5PHli7_9iuy53CqEEJybfwcfXqk/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKQb0_ZAjv1gaNs_ApA5UkR0qd_nYawe/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ5PRlqha0W4LRTCkf3kzaE6jx_ApUsOUR8emy9ZpETJlMjw/viewform?usp=header
https://www.compassbookratings.com/outliers/
https://www.amazon.com/Outliers-Story-Success-Malcolm-Gladwell/dp/0316017930/ref=sr_1_1?crid=18G3GKW9NP3EV&keywords=978-0-316-01793-0&qid=1653520004&sprefix=978-0-316-01793-0%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-1

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE &

COMPOSITION SUMMER READING
2026-2027

HICKORY GROVE

Welcome to AP Literature and Composition! Directions for your summer reading assignment are
noted below. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Sarah Beam
(sarahbeam@hgchristian.org).

Purpose of Summer Reading:

* Avoid the “summer slide.” This is the loss of academic skills that occurs when school is not
in session and which is attributed to the lack of reading. This is of critical importance as the
effects of the summer slide are cumulative.

« Develop language skills. Those who read tend to have larger vocabularies than non-readers
as well as better reading comprehension.

« Help in the composition of a stronger college application essay. Whether applying for
college or a scholarship, the application will likely involve an essay. Regular reading develops
students’ ability to synthesize information and construct a thoughtful application essay.

» Build the reading skills that are critical for the ACT and SAT. The improvements in reading
and vocabulary prepare students to attain strong test scores, which expands college options.

 Grow general knowledge. Exposure to various texts and writing styles helps develop a
unique writing voice-a skill greatly needed in college as well as the business world.

Your Assignment:

Novels: If you have attended Hickory Grove Christian School for your high school years, you
have most likely already read the following novels. For any that you have not read, please do so
through the course of this summer. Any edition will be fine. There will not be a summer written
assignment connected with these novels but there will be testing/writing during the school
year (in connection with the AP Lit exam).

e The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald
e Frankenstein Mary Shelley

e To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee

e Lord of the Flies William Golding

Play: Purchase a copy of No Fear Shakespeare King Lear Deluxe Student Edition (ISBN: 978-
1411479661). All students must have a hard copy of the book. Once you have read the drama,
complete the document linked here. The completed quote journal should be submitted here.

Play: A Raisin in the Sun: there is a copy of this drama in your AP Lit Handbook. Once you
have read the drama, complete the document linked here. The completed quote journal should
be submitted here.

This assignment is due by 11:59 PM on Sunday, August 23, 2026
regardless of the semester you are enrolled in English.


mailto:sarahbeam%40hgchristian.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bkv0NBTN94_k3lx_h2VaNjWcbK128Lyh61Zxon1_Ff8/copy?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe33grM0ga0qX2ZUlhRMjMw1iwpix5RMY_GmUtB8RZgXm06Rw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZyyGETQvmryvlmKnPgVsHtGflfNpW4QCTbvJJFGo0pk/copy?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe33grM0ga0qX2ZUlhRMjMw1iwpix5RMY_GmUtB8RZgXm06Rw/viewform?usp=publish-editor

