
Summer Reading Assignment  

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 

Thank You for Arguing (4th ed) 

Language in Thought and Action (5th ed)​
 

Welcome to junior year! Over the summer, all juniors enrolling in this college level course are 
expected to engage deeply in the two assigned readings above. These texts are not literature 
so much as they are foundational non-fiction concepts that will be addressed in some form over 
and over again during this course.This class digs deep into language choices and how they 
work to affect the human mind as well as how to argue effectively beyond the mere use of 
claims, evidence, and reasoning. 

Please follow the guidelines below to prepare you for this challenging course. 

Assignment Requirements: 

1.​ Read Henirich’s text Thank you for Arguing (4th edition):​
Complete your reading before the first day of school. Bring your annotated copy of the 
book with you on the first day for a bonus on your summer reading assessment. Pay 
close attention to the terminology and concepts in bold and those summarized at the 
end of each chapter.​
 

2.​ Read Hayakawa’s Language in Thought and Action (5th edition): Complete your 
reading before the first day of school. Bring your annotated copy of the book with you on 
the first day for a bonus on your summer reading assessment. Pay particular attention to 
the Semantic Parable at the beginning, as well as all of Book I. In Book II just focus on 
the chapter Classification and The Two-Valued Orientation. 

 

3.​ Be prepared for an assessment:​
During the first two weeks of school, you will take a comprehension assessment 
covering the novel: 

○​ Key terminology 
○​ Application of Key terminology​

 
4.​ Prepare for an in-class essay/exam:​

 Your assessment will be composed of FRQ’s and a fill in the blank, MCQ section 

 



Proper Annotations: 

To help you remember important details: 

●​ Take brief notes, in pen or pencil as you read. 
●​ Highlight (with various colored highlighters) quotes that are essential to help you 

visualize or better comprehend important concepts 
●​ Write a short summary after each of the chapters or terms. 

Important Reminder: Highlight and annotate as you read. If you do this on a PDF, you will 
need to print out the entire PDF and bring it to class on the first day. That will kill your printer ink 
and several small trees. So, understandably, I strongly encourage you to purchase actual 
hardcopies of the two texts. These should be ordered at the beginning of the summer. It is quite 
a bit of reading. This assignment will count as your first major English grade of the year and we 
will use much of this foundational knowledge all year. 

Amazon: 

Thank You for Arguing (4th edition, revised) 

Language in Thought and Action (5th edition) 

https://www.amazon.com/Thank-Arguing-Fourth-Revised-Updated/dp/0593237382/ref=pd_lpo_d_sccl_1/145-8138476-8735716?pd_rd_w=3UVhp&content-id=amzn1.sym.4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_p=4c8c52db-06f8-4e42-8e56-912796f2ea6c&pf_rd_r=EF0AV337G45Y6Z2PZQJ3&pd_rd_wg=ykDDJ&pd_rd_r=2fb96690-77cf-493d-9d7e-79794b482f79&pd_rd_i=0593237382&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Language-Thought-Action-S-I-Hayakawa/dp/0156482401/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2QQPTUUTEH2HC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MF_9_K5nnR75hEbnLM-Wta0FOOfrlRTQ_B1ZvpvQLhS8bHwYMIlfpsxwpwJpK_YodOHFKx7D5N8KvdC93Iz47up_IP8n4EnF34K_7RlDuys2acC7sgb0A0-QqSQeFG3ZjXjlcSRdojFPvLFaQxYSoRCYBUOZvmFuD0C_VNUpeEzblROOul2mIRjzpot0khEy9u51sEtfvt5ZDLQyDi5vCiK-4o-i37R8vVgFdERWCsI.icNycBHxhleIsKxgvEDRJMOYIdzlOoJylxjJr-hUazo&dib_tag=se&keywords=language+in+thought+and+action&qid=1747928597&s=books&sprefix=langugae+in+thought+and+action%2Cstripbooks%2C96&sr=1-1
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