74 VEST BEND

~\ "~ EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence
And Unit Plans

Course Name: Writing About Film as Literary Text | Time Frame: Semester

Grade Level: 11-12th Grade Department: ELA

Course Overview:
e Writing About Film as Literary Text is a rigorous, writing-emphasis course that asks students to

examine movies within a literary framework. Students will investigate how film artists use
traditional literary methods such as subtext, allegory, and symbolism to explore demanding
themes. As writers, students will learn how to identify an author’s point-of-view, defend a thesis
statement, organize an academic theme paper, and cite textual evidence to support a particular
interpretation of a text. As readers, students will practice close reading, evaluate arguments, and
respond to nonfiction essays. The course will cover a range of material, both classic and modern,
fiction and nonfiction, domestic and foreign, short and feature-length. Mature material may be
screened at times, but parental approval will be sought for R-rated films and alternative titles will
be made available upon request.

Units: Time Frame:
Unit 1: Designing a Thesis & Academic Writing Structure (Power of
Cinema) Quarter 1

Unit 2: Contrast Analysis (Human Rights)
Unit 3: Subtext & Allegory Analysis (Culture) Quarter 1/2
Unit 4: Realism Analysis (Neorealism)

Unit 5: Independent Project Quarter 2
Standards supporting learning targets

Primary Resources Used:
e TBD

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*
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Unit 1: Designing a Thesis & Academic Writing Structure (Power of Cinema)

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will analyze films as texts to explore theme, structure, and purpose. They will develop
thesis-driven analytical essays using clear structure, strong textual evidence, and academic
writing conventions. Through discussion and critical thinking, students will deepen their
understanding of how cinema communicates meaning.

Essential Questions:
e How can film be analyzed like a written text?
e What makes a thesis strong, focused, and arguable?
e How does structure support clarity and purpose in academic writing?
e In what ways can discussion and collaboration strengthen interpretation and analysis?

Enduring Understandings:
e Films are complex texts that communicate meaning through narrative, imagery, and structure.
A well-crafted thesis provides a foundation for a clear, focused analytical argument.
Effective academic writing relies on logical structure, supporting evidence, and precise language.
Engaging in academic discourse enhances comprehension and critical thinking.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite strong and thorough textual evidence that supports my inferences and analysis of the
text. (R.11-12.1)
e | candevelop a reasonable interpretation of the central theme or main point of a challenging
text.(W.11-12.1)
e | can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired knowledge and prior
knowledge.(SL.11-12.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

Identify central themes and make inferences about meaning in cinematic texts.

Formulate clear, defensible thesis statements in response to complex media.

Structure an analytical essay with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.

Support claims with strong textual (or cinematic) evidence and explain how that evidence proves
their points.

Participate in discussions that synthesize prior knowledge and new insights from the unit’s texts.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: thesis statement, analytical essay, academic writing, structure (introduction,
body, conclusion), central theme, inference, textual evidence, analysis, interpretation, narrative, imagery,
argument, discourse, collaboration, claim

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e n/a e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review
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Unit 2: Contrast Analysis (Human Rights)

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Students will engage in the close reading and analysis of diverse texts addressing human rights.
They will learn to compare and contrast perspectives, synthesize complex information, and
evaluate authorial stance to develop critical thinking, argumentation, and discussion skills.

Essential Questions:
e How do authors convey different perspectives on human rights issues?
e What strategies help us identify an author’s stance and evaluate their claims?
e How can analyzing contrasting viewpoints deepen our understanding of complex social issues?
e In what ways can literature and nonfiction texts influence beliefs and action regarding human
rights?

Enduring Understandings:

Authors use tone, evidence, and structure to express their perspectives on human rights.
Synthesizing across multiple texts helps readers form well-supported conclusions.

Effective contrast analysis involves evaluating key claims, details, and rhetorical strategies.
Dialogue and reflection are essential tools for deepening understanding of social justice topics.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:

e | can cite strong and thorough textual evidence that supports my inferences and analysis of the
text. (R.11-12.1)

e | can synthesize information in challenging texts, making valid generalizations or conclusions
about people and situations.(W.11-12.1)

e | can determine the author’s position toward a specific topic, issue, or idea by noting key facts,
claims, and details from the text.(W.11-12.3)

e | can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired knowledge and prior
knowledge. (SL.11-12.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Cite strong, relevant evidence to support claims and analysis across multiple texts.
e Synthesize ideas from different sources to draw meaningful conclusions about human rights.
e Identify and evaluate an author’s position, using claims, facts, and tone as evidence.
e Engage in academic conversations that reflect thoughtful listening, questioning, and sharing of

perspectives.
Assessment Evidence
Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: human rights, perspective, author’s stance, claim, evidence, tone, rhetorical
strategy, synthesize, compare and contrast, inference, analysis, generalization, dialogue, reflection, social
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justice

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e n/a e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Unit 3: Subtext & Allegory Analysis (Culture)

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will analyze how authors use subtext, symbolism, and allegory to comment on cultural
values, conflicts, and identities. Through close reading, discussion, and writing, they will explore
deeper meanings beneath the surface of the text and evaluate how cultural context influences
interpretation.

Essential Questions:
e How do authors use allegory and subtext to comment on culture and society?
e What cultural assumptions and values are revealed through literature?
e How does understanding rhetorical technique and author’s purpose help us uncover deeper
meanings?
e Why is it important to read “between the lines” when analyzing a text?

Enduring Understandings:
e Subtext and allegory are powerful tools authors use to communicate layered and often critical
messages about culture.
e Rhetorical strategies and authorial style help shape a text's deeper meanings.
e Cultural context informs both the creation and interpretation of literary works.
e Active discussion enhances comprehension and allows for multiple interpretations rooted in
evidence.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite strong and thorough textual evidence that supports my inferences and analysis of the
text.(W.11-12.1)
e | can identify and explain rhetorical techniques, author’s point-of-view or purpose, and analyze
how style and content support the purpose of the text. (R.11-12.3)
e | can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired knowledge and prior
knowledge. (SL.11-12.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

Identify and interpret allegorical elements and subtextual meaning in complex texts.
Analyze how rhetorical techniques and point of view contribute to a text’s cultural message.
Cite strong evidence to support interpretations and cultural inferences.

Participate in rich discussions that explore cultural perspectives and symbolic meaning.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD
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e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: subtext, allegory, symbolism, cultural values, cultural context, author’s purpose,
point of view, rhetorical technique, inference, interpretation, layered meaning, textual evidence, analysis,
discussion, perspective

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e n/a e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Unit 4: Realism Analysis (Neorealism)

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will explore the principles of realism and neorealism in literature and film, analyzing how
creators use style, structure, and rhetorical choices to portray ordinary life, social conditions, and
human struggles. Students will engage in evidence-based analysis, discussion, and written
responses to deepen their understanding of purpose and perspective in realist works.

Essential Questions:

e What defines realism and neorealism, and how do they differ from other narrative styles?
How do authors and filmmakers use realistic techniques to portray human experience?
What rhetorical choices help convey authenticity, social critique, or emotional depth?
How does realism invite readers or viewers to reflect on their own reality?

Enduring Understandings:
e Realism and neorealism emphasize ordinary people, everyday struggles, and social truths.
e Style, structure, and rhetorical strategies are essential to achieving a realistic effect.
e Authors and directors use realism to highlight social issues, challenge norms, and deepen
empathy.
e Engaging in thoughtful analysis and discussion enhances interpretation of realist texts.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite strong and thorough textual evidence that supports my inferences and analysis of the
text.(W.11-12.1)
e | canidentify and explain rhetorical techniques, author’s point-of-view or purpose, and analyze
how style and content support the purpose of the text. (R.11-12.3)
e | can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired knowledge and prior
knowledge. (SL.11-12.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Cite strong textual or cinematic evidence to support analysis of realistic techniques.
e Identify how an author’s or director’s purpose is reflected in style, tone, and content.
e Evaluate how realism conveys deeper truths about society, culture, and identity.
e Participate in academic discussions, drawing on personal insights and textual analysis.

Assessment Evidence
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Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: realism, neorealism, narrative style, rhetorical choices, authenticity, social
critique, empathy, style, structure, tone, author’s purpose, point of view, evidence-based analysis, human
experience, ordinary life

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e n/a e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Unit 5: Independent Project

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will design and complete an independent project that demonstrates their ability to
interpret complex texts, synthesize information, and communicate their understanding of key
themes and ideas through writing, presentation, or creative expression. This unit promotes
autonomy, critical thinking, and academic rigor.

Essential Questions:

How can | design a project that reflects deep understanding of a complex text?
What strategies help me analyze relationships, themes, and perspectives in a text?
How do | determine and respond to an author’s purpose or position?

What choices will best communicate my interpretation and analysis to an audience?

Enduring Understandings:

e Independent inquiry fosters ownership of learning and deeper engagement with text.

e Strong analysis relies on citing specific, relevant evidence and interpreting key relationships and
ideas.

e Understanding an author’s purpose or position involves close reading and critical evaluation of
claims and evidence.

e Projects that are thoughtfully planned and clearly presented enhance communication and
demonstrate mastery.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite strong and thorough textual evidence that supports my inferences and analysis of the
text. (W.11-12.1)
e | can identify relationships between ideas and/or people in a challenging text and how those
relationships develop over the course of the text. (W.11-12.3)
e | can determine the author’s position toward a specific topic, issue, or idea by noting key facts,
claims, and details from the text. (R.11-12.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Design a project that reflects a clear, focused interpretation of a selected text.
e Analyze and explain how relationships between ideas or characters evolve over the course of the
work.
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e Cite and evaluate strong textual evidence to support claims and conclusions.
e Communicate findings through a final product that aligns with purpose, audience, and academic

standards.
Assessment Evidence
Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: independent inquiry, synthesize, interpretation, analysis, textual evidence,
author’s purpose, claim, theme, perspective, relationships, academic rigor, presentation, creative
expression, evaluation, critical thinking

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e n/a e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

WI DPI ELA Standards
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/ELAStandards2020.pdf

