
 
English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Theatre Appreciation Time Frame: Semester  

Grade Level: 10-12th Grade Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
●​ Students will explore the art of theatre through an exploration of acting, playwriting, designing, 

and directing. To best appreciate each facet of the art form, students will partake in creative 
endeavors that include projects connected to each of these units of study. Collaboration and 
performance will be required in this class. In addition, students will read a number of plays and 
will be expected to attend two live performances throughout the course of the semester. The 
theatre experience will challenge students to hone vital communication skills that are essential to 
the human experience.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1 55 days 
Unit 2 35 days 
Standards supporting learning targets 
 
Primary Resources Used:  

●​ n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 1: Introduction to the Art of Theater 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Introduce students to foundational concepts of theatre and the collaborative nature of 

performance. 
●​ Develop acting skills, understanding of character motivation, and scriptwriting techniques. 
●​ Cultivate appreciation for theatre as an art form and a reflection of human experience. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can the art form of theatre impact society? 
●​ How can effective characters be developed and portrayed? 
●​ How does performance relate to the human experience? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Theatre is a collaborative effort that reflects society and human behavior. 
●​ Motivation is essential to character development. 
●​ Live theatre offers a unique experience that cannot be replicated by other media. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify and describe various types of theatre. 
●​ I can understand and apply character motivation in acting. 
●​ I can write a script that demonstrates understanding of character and structure. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify major categories of theatre and distinguish them from other media. 
●​ Analyze and perform monologues and scenes considering character motivation. 
●​ Produce scripts that incorporate proper theatrical elements and narrative structure. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Chapter 1 Quiz 

Summative: 
●​ Formula Scene / Playwrighting Assignment and 

Rubric 
●​ Compare and Contrast Assignment (Theatre vs. 

Other Media) 
●​ Monologue Assignment and Rubric 

Other: 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Theatre, Performance, Acting, Character, Script, Playwright, Motivation, Genre, 
Monologue, Dialogue, Stage, Audience, Scene, Rehearsal 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Visual Learners: Analyze video clips of performances 

to identify theatrical elements. 
●​ Kinesthetic Learners: Participate in acting exercises 

and scene blocking to understand character 
movement. 

●​ Auditory Learners: Listen to live readings or 
recordings of plays, focusing on dialogue and tone. 
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Unit 2 The Ensemble Process 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Explore the collaborative aspects of theatre production. 
●​ Develop understanding of technical design, directing, and critique processes. 
●​ Apply ensemble skills to create cohesive productions. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does collaboration influence the success of a theatrical production? 
●​ How do design elements (sets, costumes, lighting, sound) contribute to storytelling? 
●​ How does the director’s vision shape a performance? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Theatre production requires collaboration, communication, and patience. 
●​ Design and technical elements enhance the meaning and impact of a performance. 
●​ Effective critique strengthens understanding of theatrical works and artistic choices. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze and critique a theatrical performance. 
●​ I can design and execute a technical element for a production. 
●​ I can direct a scene, guiding actors and visual elements effectively. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and implement design and technical theatre elements (lighting, sound, costumes, sets). 
●​ Critique live and recorded performances using proper theatre terminology. 
●​ Direct a scene considering blocking, visual elements, and actor motivation. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Directing Test 

Summative: 
●​ Design Terms Quiz 
●​ Play Critique Rubric / Assignment 
●​ Visual Imagery Project and Rubric 

Other:  

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Ensemble, Director, Blocking, Stagecraft, Set Design, Lighting, Costume, Makeup, 
Sound, Critique, Rehearsal, Collaboration, Technical Theatre, Visual Imagery 

Resources:  
●​  

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Visual Learners: Create storyboards or diagrams of 

set and lighting designs. 
●​ Kinesthetic Learners: Participate in blocking 

exercises and hands-on set creation. 
●​ Auditory Learners: Engage in guided discussions and 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ Last Updated 3.25.26​​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 3 



oral critiques of performances. 

 
 

 
 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

WI DPI ELA Standards 
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/ELAStandards2020.pdf
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