
 
English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Speech Time Frame: Semester 

Grade Level: 10-12th Grade Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
●​ Proper usage of grammar impacts the accuracy of your communication and is essential to writing 

in all careers and college. This course offers the opportunity to improve grammatical skills, thus 
enabling students to become more successful in college and in their career. The primary goal is 
to enhance and supplement existing grammatical understanding in order to improve writing skills. 
This course will examine common grammatical techniques and errors, and provide experience 
with a thorough analysis of sentence structure. A review of formal grammar will lead to an 
emphasis on usage.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Autobiographical Speech 

Quarter 1 
Unit 2: Informational Speech 
Unit 3: Small Group Communication - Jury Duty 
Unit 4: Impromptu Speech 
Unit 5: Demonstration Speech 
Unit 6: Small Group Communication - Human Resources 
(Personnel Cutbacks) 

Quarter 2 Unit 7: Tribute Speech 
Unit 8: Persuasive Speech 
Unit 9: Final Choice Speech 
Standards supporting learning targets 
 
Primary Resources Used:  

●​ n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*  
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Unit 1: Autobiographical Speech 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop skills in crafting and delivering autobiographical speeches that are clear, 

coherent, and authentic. 
●​ Students will learn to organize and present information effectively for diverse audiences and 

purposes. 
●​ Students will practice integrating development, style, and substance to engage listeners 

meaningfully. 
●​ Students will build confidence in public speaking while respecting cultural and individual 

perspectives. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I tell my personal story in a way that is meaningful and engaging? 
●​ What strategies help organize and develop a coherent and authentic speech? 
●​ How can I adjust my speech to connect with different audiences and purposes? 
●​ Why is it important to consider alternate perspectives when presenting information? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Clear organization and authentic style strengthen the impact of autobiographical speeches. 
●​ Effective speakers consider their audience, purpose, and context to tailor their message. 
●​ Presenting opposing or alternate perspectives can deepen understanding and credibility. 
●​ Public speaking is a skill that combines content, delivery, and cultural awareness. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

culturally sustaining and authentic to the task, purpose and audience. (W.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternate or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4)  
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Produce clear, coherent autobiographical speeches with purposeful development and 

organization. 
●​ Present information and supporting evidence in a way that is logical and easy for listeners to 

follow. 
●​ Adapt speech style and content to suit audience, purpose, and cultural context. 
●​ Address alternate perspectives respectfully and thoughtfully during presentations. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: 
Other: 

Learning Plan 
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Vocabulary of the Unit: autobiography, speech, audience, purpose, organization, style, development, 
delivery, perspective, coherence 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2: Informational Speech 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop skills in researching, organizing, and delivering clear and informative 

speeches. 
●​ Students will learn to present complex information in a coherent and engaging manner tailored to 

their audience. 
●​ Students will practice addressing alternate or opposing perspectives to enhance credibility and 

depth. 
●​ Students will build proficiency in using development, style, and substance effectively for diverse 

speaking situations. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I effectively organize and present complex information so that it is clear and engaging? 
●​ What strategies help me address alternative or opposing viewpoints in my speech? 
●​ How can I tailor my speech to meet the needs of different audiences and purposes? 
●​ Why is organization important in ensuring my audience follows my reasoning? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Clear organization and purposeful development are essential for effective informational 

speeches. 
●​ Addressing alternative perspectives strengthens the speaker’s credibility and audience 

engagement. 
●​ Tailoring style and content to audience and purpose enhances communication effectiveness. 
●​ Research and evidence are key to supporting claims and informing listeners accurately. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

culturally sustaining and authentic to the task, purpose and audience. (W.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization.(SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Produce clear, coherent informational speeches with organized content and appropriate 

development. 
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●​ Present information and supporting evidence logically, making it easy for listeners to follow. 
●​ Address opposing or alternative perspectives respectfully within their presentations. 
●​ Adapt style and substance to suit the audience, purpose, and speaking context. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: informational, speech, audience, purpose, organization, development, evidence, 
credibility, perspective, coherence 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

 
 

Unit 3: Small Group Communication - Jury Duty 

Broad Goals of the Unit:   
●​ Students will develop effective collaboration and communication skills in small group settings. 
●​ Students will learn to engage thoughtfully and respectfully with diverse perspectives. 
●​ Students will practice critical listening, reasoning, and evidence-based discussion to reach group 

decisions. 
●​ Students will build skills in facilitating democratic discussions, managing conflict, and reflecting 

on group dynamics. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I contribute effectively to small group discussions on complex topics? 
●​ What strategies help ensure that all voices and perspectives are heard and respected? 
●​ How do collaboration and critical thinking work together in group decision-making? 
●​ Why is reflection important for improving individual and group communication? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Productive group communication requires preparation, active listening, and respectful 

engagement. 
●​ Effective discussions incorporate evidence, clarify reasoning, and consider multiple perspectives. 
●​ Democratic group work involves setting goals, resolving conflicts, and synthesizing ideas. 
●​ Reflecting on communication processes strengthens both individual and group effectiveness. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can initiate and participate effectively in a variety of collaborative discussions. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can initiate and participate effectively with diverse partners on topics, texts, and issues. 

(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can listen attentively and build on others' ideas. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can come to discussions prepared and refer to evidence from texts and other research on the 
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topic. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can support analysis by making connections, paraphrasing, clarifying, and/or explaining 

evidence. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can work with peers to promote decision making and set clear goals.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can reflect on progress as an individual and as part of a group.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can move discussions by posing and engaging with questions that dig into reasoning and 

evidence.  (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can promote and seek to understand multiple, divergent, and creative perspectives. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can engage thoughtfully with diverse perspectives.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can resolve contradictions when possible.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can determine what additional information or research is required to deepen an investigation or 

complete a task.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can understand and evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 

rhetoric. (SL.11-12.3) 
●​ I can assess stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and 

tone.(SL.11-12.3) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization.(SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Initiate and participate in collaborative discussions with diverse peers on complex topics. 
●​ Listen actively, build on others’ ideas, and contribute relevant evidence to discussions. 
●​ Pose and respond to questions that deepen reasoning and understanding. 
●​ Facilitate civil, goal-oriented group discussions and decision-making processes. 
●​ Synthesize and evaluate multiple perspectives to reach well-reasoned conclusions. 
●​ Reflect on personal and group communication to improve future collaboration. 
●​ Present findings clearly, addressing opposing viewpoints and organizing information effectively. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: collaboration, discussion, perspective, evidence, reasoning, facilitation, reflection, 
consensus, conflict, communication 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 
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Unit 4: Impromptu Speech 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop the ability to organize and deliver clear, coherent speeches with little 

preparation time. 
●​ Students will learn to think quickly and communicate ideas effectively under pressure. 
●​ Students will practice structuring speeches to engage audiences and support their points with 

evidence. 
●​ Students will build confidence in speaking authentically while adapting to different audiences and 

purposes. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I quickly organize my thoughts to deliver a clear and focused speech? 
●​ What strategies help me present information confidently without prior preparation? 
●​ How can I engage my audience and address alternative perspectives on the spot? 
●​ Why is adaptability important in spontaneous speaking situations? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Effective impromptu speeches require clear organization, even with limited preparation. 
●​ Quick thinking and confident delivery enhance communication in unscripted settings. 
●​ Adapting style and content to audience and purpose improves speech impact. 
●​ Presenting multiple perspectives respectfully strengthens credibility and engagement. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

culturally sustaining and authentic to the task, purpose and audience. (W.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization.(SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Organize and present clear, coherent impromptu speeches with minimal preparation. 
●​ Support ideas with logical reasoning and relevant evidence on the spot. 
●​ Address alternative or opposing viewpoints effectively during spontaneous presentations. 
●​ Adjust speech style and delivery to suit different audiences and contexts. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: impromptu, organization, delivery, adaptability, audience, evidence, reasoning, 
persuasion, clarity, engagement 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
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●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 5: Demonstration Speech 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will learn to plan and deliver clear, step-by-step demonstration speeches. 
●​ Students will develop skills in organizing information logically to teach a process or skill. 
●​ Students will practice engaging their audience through clear explanations and effective use of 

visuals or props. 
●​ Students will build confidence in presenting technical or procedural information clearly and 

authentically. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I effectively communicate a process or skill to an audience? 
●​ What strategies help me organize my speech to ensure clarity and understanding? 
●​ How can visuals, props, or demonstrations enhance my presentation? 
●​ Why is it important to consider the audience’s needs and background when teaching something? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Clear, logical organization is essential for successful demonstration speeches. 
●​ Demonstrations combined with verbal explanations help audiences understand complex tasks. 
●​ Adapting speech style and materials to the audience improves learning and engagement. 
●​ Confidence and preparation increase the effectiveness of instructional presentations. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

culturally sustaining and authentic to the task, purpose and audience. (W.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization.(SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Plan and deliver well-organized demonstration speeches explaining a process or skill. 
●​ Use supporting evidence, visuals, and props to enhance audience understanding. 
●​ Present information in a way that is clear and easy for listeners to follow. 
●​ Adjust their speech development, style, and substance to suit audience needs and context. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: demonstration, procedure, visuals, props, audience, organization, clarity, 
instruction, engagement, explanation 

Resources:  Differentiated Learning Strategies: 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ ​ Last Updated 3.25.26​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7 



●​ n/a ●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 6: Small Group Communication - Human Resources (Personnel Cutbacks) 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop advanced collaborative communication skills within sensitive, high-stakes 

group discussions. 
●​ Students will practice navigating diverse perspectives and emotions related to personnel 

decisions. 
●​ Students will learn to use evidence-based reasoning to support group decision-making. 
●​ Students will build capacity for civil, democratic discourse that balances empathy with 

organizational goals. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I effectively communicate and collaborate during difficult group discussions? 
●​ What strategies help balance empathy, fairness, and organizational needs in decision-making? 
●​ How do I engage diverse viewpoints to reach equitable and informed conclusions? 
●​ Why is reflection important for improving communication and group dynamics in challenging 

contexts? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Productive group communication in sensitive topics requires respect, preparation, and active 

listening. 
●​ Effective discussion integrates evidence, reasoning, and diverse perspectives to inform decisions. 
●​ Civil discourse promotes democratic and fair outcomes, even in difficult circumstances. 
●​ Reflection on group processes enhances both individual and collective growth. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can initiate and participate effectively in a variety of collaborative discussions. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can initiate and participate effectively with diverse partners on topics, texts, and 

issues.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can listen attentively and build on others' ideas.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can come to discussions prepared and refer to evidence from texts and other research on the 

topic.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can support analysis by making connections, paraphrasing, clarifying, and/or explaining 

evidence.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can work with peers to promote decision making and set clear goals.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can reflect on progress as an individual and as part of a group.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can move discussions by posing and engaging with questions that dig into reasoning and 

evidence.  (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can promote and seek to understand multiple, divergent, and creative perspectives. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can engage thoughtfully with diverse perspectives.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can resolve contradictions when possible.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can determine what additional information or research is required to deepen an investigation or 
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complete a task.(SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can understand and evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 

rhetoric. (SL.11-12.3) 
●​ I can assess stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and 

tone.(SL.11-12.3) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization.(SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Initiate and participate in collaborative discussions on complex, sensitive issues with diverse 

peers. 
●​ Listen attentively and build upon others’ ideas using evidence and clear reasoning. 
●​ Facilitate group decision-making by promoting civility, goal-setting, and equitable participation. 
●​ Pose questions that deepen understanding and ensure all positions are heard. 
●​ Clarify, challenge, and synthesize ideas to resolve contradictions when possible. 
●​ Reflect on their communication and collaboration to improve future group work. 
●​ Present findings and decisions clearly, addressing alternative perspectives with appropriate style 

and organization. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: collaboration, empathy, civility, reflection, consensus, reasoning, perspective, 
evidence, facilitation, communication 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 7: Tribute Speech 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will learn to craft and deliver meaningful tribute speeches that honor individuals or 

groups. 
●​ Students will develop skills in organizing speeches that balance factual information with 

emotional appeal. 
●​ Students will practice using authentic, culturally sustaining language that resonates with diverse 

audiences. 
●​ Students will build confidence in public speaking and learn to engage listeners through clear 

development and style. 

Essential Questions:  
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●​ What makes a tribute speech meaningful and memorable? 
●​ How can I balance factual details with emotional connection in a speech? 
●​ What strategies help me organize my tribute to honor someone effectively? 
●​ Why is it important to adapt my speech style to the audience and occasion? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Tribute speeches combine clear organization with heartfelt expression to honor individuals or 

groups. 
●​ Effective speeches use evidence and emotional appeal to engage and move an audience. 
●​ Authentic language and culturally responsive style enhance the speech’s impact. 
●​ Tailoring speech to audience, purpose, and occasion strengthens communication. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

culturally sustaining and authentic to the task, purpose and audience.(W.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization.(SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Produce clear, coherent tribute speeches with purposeful development and organization. 
●​ Present information and emotional content that listeners can follow and connect with. 
●​ Adapt speech style and substance to suit audience, purpose, and cultural context. 
●​ Deliver speeches that acknowledge multiple perspectives respectfully when appropriate. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: tribute, emotional appeal, organization, audience, authenticity, evidence, style, 
development, persuasion, cultural responsiveness 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 8: Persuasive Speech 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop skills to craft and deliver persuasive speeches that effectively influence 

audiences. 
●​ Students will learn to support arguments with strong textual evidence, reasoning, and rhetorical 

techniques. 
●​ Students will practice addressing counterarguments and multiple perspectives respectfully. 
●​ Students will build the ability to organize and present ideas clearly for varied audiences and 
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purposes. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What strategies make a persuasive speech compelling and credible? 
●​ How can I use evidence and reasoning to support my position effectively? 
●​ Why is it important to anticipate and address opposing viewpoints? 
●​ How does audience awareness shape the style and content of a persuasive speech? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Persuasive speeches require clear claims supported by logical evidence and analysis. 
●​ Considering and responding to alternative perspectives strengthens persuasion. 
●​ Rhetorical style and organization tailored to the audience enhance speech effectiveness. 
●​ Critical thinking involves questioning ambiguities and exploring complex ideas deeply. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can cite text evidence that strongly supports analysis of what the text says explicitly or 

implicitly.(R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can make logical inferences.(R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can note where text is ambiguous and develop questions for deeper understanding and further 

exploration.(R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

culturally-sustaining and rhetorically authentic to the task, purpose, and audience. (W.11 - 12.4) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization.(SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Cite strong textual evidence to support explicit and implicit claims. 
●​ Make logical inferences and develop questions for deeper understanding. 
●​ Produce clear, coherent persuasive speeches with organized development and authentic style. 
●​ Present information and counterarguments clearly, helping listeners follow reasoning. 
●​ Adapt development, substance, and style according to audience, purpose, and context. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: persuasion, claim, evidence, counterargument, rhetoric, reasoning, audience, 
organization, style, inference 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 9: Final Choice Speech 
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Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will synthesize skills from previous units to plan and deliver a polished, persuasive 

speech on a topic of their choice. 
●​ Students will practice independent research, critical thinking, and effective communication 

tailored to their audience and purpose. 
●​ Students will refine organization, development, and rhetorical style to produce culturally 

sustaining and authentic presentations. 
●​ Students will build confidence in public speaking and the ability to engage listeners with clear 

reasoning and evidence. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I choose a meaningful topic that aligns with my values and audience interests? 
●​ What strategies help me support my ideas with strong evidence and address opposing views? 
●​ How do I organize and develop my speech to maximize clarity and impact? 
●​ Why is it important to adapt my style and delivery to suit my audience and purpose? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Effective speeches require clear claims supported by strong evidence and thoughtful analysis. 
●​ Anticipating and addressing alternative perspectives enhances credibility and engagement. 
●​ Tailoring development, style, and delivery to the audience strengthens communication. 
●​ Reflection and revision are key to producing polished and authentic presentations. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can cite text evidence that strongly supports analysis of what the text says explicitly or implicitly. 

(R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can make logical inferences. (R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can note where text is ambiguous and develop questions for deeper understanding and further 

exploration. (R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

culturally-sustaining and rhetorically authentic to the task, purpose, and audience. (W.11 - 12.4) 
●​ I can present information, findings, and supporting evidence in a way that listeners can follow the 

reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives addressed. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can present in a way that listeners can follow the organization. (SL.11-12.4) 
●​ I can intentionally utilize development, substance, and style in a way that is appropriate for my 

audience, purpose, and situation.  (SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Select a relevant and meaningful topic for a persuasive speech. 
●​ Conduct research and cite textual evidence to support their claims clearly and logically. 
●​ Organize and develop their speech coherently with purposeful rhetorical strategies. 
●​ Present information and opposing perspectives clearly, engaging listeners effectively. 
●​ Adapt their speech style and delivery for different audiences and contexts. 
●​ Demonstrate confidence and authenticity in public speaking. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: synthesis, persuasion, evidence, rhetoric, claim, audience, organization, 
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counterargument, style, inference 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

WI DPI ELA Standards 
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