74 VEST BEND

~\ "~ EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence
And Unit Plans

Course Name: Reading Power Time Frame: Year Long

Grade Level: 11-12th Grade Department: ELA

Course Overview:
e Students in this personalized course will use their strengths to further develop reading skills to

aid their progress in other content area classes. Through the use of novels, essays, and short
stories, reading and writing skills and strategies will be enhanced. Students will develop
vocabulary skills through specifically designed activities. This course is designed to boost
students’ reading skills to assist in other courses.

[Units: Time Frame:

Unit 1: Short Story/Articles

Unit 2: After the First Death Quarter 1

Unit 3: Freedom Writers Diary Quarter 1/2
Quarter 2

Primary Resources Used:
e See units below

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*
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Unit 1: Short Story / Articles

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e In this unit, students will be reading multiple short stories regarding social and bullying issues, in
addition to current nonfiction articles. Students will be focusing on writing skills throughout the
unit.

Essential Questions:
e How do authors develop characters and themes in short stories?
e In what ways can literature and nonfiction texts help us understand social issues like bullying?
e How can textual evidence be used to support analysis and interpretation in writing?

Enduring Understandings:
e Characters evolve in response to conflicts, decisions, and interactions, revealing key themes.
e Literature and nonfiction provide insight into societal issues and encourage critical reflection.
e Effective writing and analysis require supporting claims with specific textual evidence.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can analyze how a character develops and changes throughout a short story. (RL.9-10.3)
e | can write coherent paragraph responses to prompts regarding the short stories, incorporating
text evidence. (RL.9-10.1/W.9-10.9)
e | can provide evidence from a text to support my claims in a body paragraph.(RL.9-10.1/W.9-10.9)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Analyze fictional short stories in terms of theme, characterization, symbolism, foreshadowing, etc.
e To write coherent paragraph responses to prompts regarding the short stories.
e Read and analyze nonfiction texts, connecting the themes to the short stories in the unit.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: theme, characterization, symbolism, foreshadowing, conflict, perspective,
evidence, claim, analysis, nonfiction, textual support, social support, social issues, bullying, narrative,
response paragraph

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e “WWJD” e Graphic organizers
e “Shortcut” e Role-playing
e “Guns for Geeks” e Peer-review
e Additional supplemental short
stories:
e “Letter from the Fringe”
e “Through a Window”
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Unit 2: After the First Death

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e In this unit, students will read the novel After the First Death by Robert Cormier. Students will work
on advancing their vocabulary and writing skills throughout the unit, in addition to their reading
skills.

Essential Questions:
e How do literary devices like symbolism, foreshadowing, and point of view shape the meaning of a
novel?
e In what ways do the novel and its film adaptation present similar or different perspectives on
characters and events?
e How can analyzing character relationships and motivations deepen our understanding of the
story’s themes?

Enduring Understandings:
e Literary devices help convey complex themes, develop characters, and enhance the reader’s
experience.
e Comparing different media adaptations (novel vs. film) can reveal differences in interpretation,
emphasis, and storytelling techniques.
e Understanding character relationships and motivations is essential for analyzing conflict, plot, and
theme.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:

e | can write two coherent and cohesive paragraphs, analyzing the similarities and differences
between the novel and the film, using specific evidence as support. (RL.9-10.1/W.9-10.9/W.9-10.3)

e | can define vocabulary words found in After the First Death and use them appropriately in
context. (L.9-10.2)

e | can analyze complex character relationships in the novel. (RL.9-10.3)

e | can identify literary devices demonstrated in After the First Death, such as, but not limited to:
theme, symbolism, foreshadowing, flashback, point of view, characterization, plot, setting, conflict,
protagonist, and antagonist.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

e Identify literary devices demonstrated in the novel, such as, but not limited to: theme, symbolism,
foreshadowing, flashback, point of view, characterization, plot, setting, conflict, protagonist, and
antagonist.

e Define vocabulary words and use them appropriately in context.

e Understand the overall plot of the novel.

e Analyze complex character relationships in the novel.

e The student will be able to write two coherent and cohesive paragraphs, analyzing the similarities
and differences between the novel and the film, using specific evidence as support.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan
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Vocabulary of the Unit: theme, symbolism, foreshadowing, flashback, point of view, characterization,
plot, setting, conflict, protagonist, antagonist, cohesive paragraph, analysis, context, adaptation

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e After the First Death by Robert e Graphic organizers
Cormier e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Unit 3: Freedom Writers Diary

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e The students will listen to an entry of Freedom Writers Diary daily in class. Students will then write
a response to two prompts connecting to the entry's topic and the students' personal experiences.

Essential Questions:
e How can personal experiences and reflections deepen our understanding of social issues
presented in nonfiction texts?
e In what ways can writing responses to daily readings improve critical thinking and
self-expression?
e How does listening and engaging with classmates’ perspectives enhance our interpretation of
nonfiction narratives?

Enduring Understandings:
e Reflective writing allows students to connect literature to personal experiences, values, and
beliefs.
e Daily engagement with nonfiction texts strengthens comprehension, analysis, and communication
skills.
e Collaborative discussion provides diverse perspectives that can broaden understanding of social
and personal themes.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can write a reflective journal response to prompts based on entries in Freedom Writers Diary.
(W.9-10.1/W.9.10.9)
e | can use correct capitalization, punctuation, spelling, etc., in my journal responses.(L.9-10.6)
e | can discuss with and listen to my classmates regarding topics revealed in Freedom Writers
Diary. (SL.9-10.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e The student will be able to listen to a nonfiction narrative, understand the author's purpose, and
make connections to his/her own life.
e The student will be able to write coherent and thoughtful journal responses to given prompts
based on Freedom Writers Diary.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a
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Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: reflection, journal response, nonfiction narrative, author’s purpose, prompt,
connection (text-to-self, text-to-world), capitalization, punctuation, spelling, coherent writing, personal
experience, perspective

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Freedom Writers Diary e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Unit 4: Shattering Glass

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e In this topic, the focus will be on reading Shattering Glass as a class and analyzing the novel for
theme, characterization, foreshadowing, etc.. Vocabulary development is an integral aspect of the
unit.

Essential Questions:
e How do authors develop theme through character actions, events, and literary devices?
e In what ways do characters evolve throughout a story, and how do their relationships impact the
narrative?
e How can careful analysis of vocabulary and textual evidence deepen comprehension of a novel?

Enduring Understandings:
e Authors use literary devices such as foreshadowing, characterization, and plot development to
convey meaning and engage readers.
e Complex characters change over time, and understanding their development helps interpret
themes and story outcomes.
e Vocabulary comprehension and selection of strong textual evidence support logical inferences
and deeper analysis.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can summarize events in Shattering Glass to determine themes of the novel. (R.9-10.2)
e | can analyze complex character relationships and how characters change throughout the
novel.(R.9-10.3)
e | can define vocabulary words found in Shattering Glass and use them appropriately in
context.(L.9-10.2)
e | can choose strong textual evidence to make logical inferences. (R.9-10.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Define vocabulary words and use them appropriately in context.
e Identify literary devices demonstrated in the novel, such as, but not limited to: theme,
foreshadowing, characterization, plot.
e Analyze complex character development and relationships throughout the novel.
e Understand the overall plot of the novel.

Assessment Evidence
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Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: theme, foreshadowing, characterization, plot, inference, context clues,
vocabulary development, complex character, textual evidence, summary, relationship
(character-to-character), conflict

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Shattering Glass by Gail Giles e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Unit 5: Monster

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Inthis unit, the focus will be on reading Monster as a class, analyzing character development and
developing vocabulary skills.

Essential Questions:
e How do authors develop theme and meaning through plot events and character actions?
e In what ways do characters evolve, and how do their choices influence the story?
e How does understanding vocabulary and using textual evidence enhance comprehension and
analysis?

Enduring Understandings:
e Authors convey theme through character development, plot progression, and literary devices.
e Analyzing complex characters and their relationships provides insight into the story’s message
and conflicts.
e Vocabulary knowledge and textual evidence are essential tools for interpreting and writing about
literature.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can summarize events in Monster to determine themes of the novel. (R.9-10.2)
e | can analyze complex characters and how those characters affect the plot. (R.9-10.3)
e | can define vocabulary words found in Monster and use them appropriately in context. (L.9-10.2)
e | can discuss with and listen to my classmates regarding literary elements demonstrated in
Monster.(SL.9-10.1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Define vocabulary words and use them appropriately in context.
Understand the overall plot of the novel.
Analyze character development throughout the novel.
Construct coherent and logical written responses in order to analyze the text, utilizing textual
evidence as support.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD
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e TBD Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: theme, characterization, plot, conflict, inference, context clues, textual evidence,
complex character, perspective, motivation, literary elements, development

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Monster by Walter Dean Myers e Graphic organizers
e Role-playing

e Peer-review

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

WI DPI ELA Standards
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/ELAStandards2020.pdf

