
 
English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Grammar & Usage Time Frame: Semester 

Grade Level: 11-12th Grade Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
●​ Proper usage of grammar impacts the accuracy of your communication and is essential to writing 

in all careers and college. This course offers the opportunity to improve grammatical skills, thus 
enabling students to become more successful in college and in their career. The primary goal is 
to enhance and supplement existing grammatical understanding in order to improve writing skills. 
This course will examine common grammatical techniques and errors, and provide experience 
with a thorough analysis of sentence structure. A review of formal grammar will lead to an 
emphasis on usage.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Parts of Speech 

Quarter 1 Unit 2: Sentence Parts 
Unit 3: Subject/Predicate 
Unit 4: Sentence Structures Quarter 1 and 2 
Unit 5: Comma Use 

Quarter 2  Unit 6: Phrases 
Unit 7: Clauses 
Standards supporting learning targets 
 
Primary Resources Used:  

●​ n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 1: Parts of Speech 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will understand the functions and roles of different parts of speech in English grammar. 
●​ Students will develop strategies to determine the meaning and usage of unfamiliar words through 

context and reference materials. 
●​ Students will apply knowledge of parts of speech to enhance reading comprehension and precise 

communication. 
●​ Students will build vocabulary skills by analyzing word forms and their changes. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the major parts of speech and how do they function in sentences? 
●​ How can understanding parts of speech help clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning 

words?  
●​ What strategies can I use to determine correct word usage and meaning? 
●​ How do word forms and changes affect meaning and grammatical function? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Each part of speech serves a specific role in sentence structure and meaning. 
●​ Context clues and word parts (prefixes, suffixes, roots) are valuable tools for understanding 

unfamiliar words. 
●​ Reference materials are essential for verifying word meaning, pronunciation, etymology, and 

usage. 
●​ Understanding patterns of word changes helps identify parts of speech and correct usage. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words. (L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can use context clues and analyze meaningful word parts to clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words.(L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can consult general and specialized reference materials.(L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can apply word solving strategies.(L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can determine the pronunciation, precise meaning, part of speech, etymology, and standardized 

usage of words.(L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can verify word meaning, part of speech, etymology, and standardized uses of words using 

general and specialized reference materials.(L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can determine anc correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or 

parts of speech.  (L.11-12.3) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and explain the major parts of speech and their functions in sentences. 
●​ Use context clues and analyze word parts to determine meanings of unknown or 

multiple-meaning words. 
●​ Consult general and specialized reference materials to verify word meanings, pronunciation, 

etymology, and usage. 
●​ Apply knowledge of word patterns and changes to correctly identify parts of speech and use 

words appropriately. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: Summative: TBD 
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●​ TBD Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun, preposition, conjunction, interjection, 
prefix, suffix 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 
 
 
 

Unit 2: Sentence Parts 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will understand the roles and functions of various sentence parts, including subjects, 

predicates, complements, and pronouns. 
●​ Students will master subject-verb agreement and proper verb tense usage. 
●​ Students will learn to identify and use different types of verbs, including transitive and intransitive 

verbs. 
●​ Students will develop the ability to analyze and construct grammatically correct sentences using 

proper sentence parts. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the different parts of a sentence and how do they work together? 
●​ How do subjects and predicates function and agree within a sentence? 
●​ What are the different types of verbs and how do they affect sentence structure? 
●​ How do pronouns function in sentences, and how can I use them correctly? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Every sentence has essential parts like subjects and predicates that must agree in number and 

tense. 
●​ Verbs can be classified as transitive or intransitive, affecting the sentence’s meaning and 

structure. 
●​ Pronouns come in various types and must be used correctly to maintain clarity and grammatical 

accuracy. 
●​ Understanding sentence parts helps in constructing clear, coherent, and grammatically sound 

sentences. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify all forms of nouns and how they are effectively used in context. (L.11-12.2, 

L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify proper tenses of verbs. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6, L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can effectively match subject/verb agreement.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6, L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can identify simple and complete subjects and predicates.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6, L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can write my own examples of subject/predicate agreement.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6, L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can identify the different types of pronouns.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ ​ Last Updated 3.25.26​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 3 



●​ I can use proper pronouns in my writing with correct context. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify all verbs as either transitive/intransitive. ( L.11-12.2, L.11-12.3, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can write my own sentences with correct use of complements.( L.11-12.2, L.11-12.3, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can follow all steps to label s,v,a/l,t/i,do,io,pn,pa. ( L.11-12.2, L.11-12.3, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can effectively change the verb from transitive to intransitive and vice versa. ( L.11-12.2, 

L.11-12.3, L.11-12.6) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and use all forms of nouns effectively in context. 
●​ Identify proper verb tenses and ensure subject-verb agreement. 
●​ Recognize and label simple and complete subjects and predicates. 
●​ Identify and correctly use different types of pronouns. 
●​ Classify verbs as transitive or intransitive and convert between the two forms. 
●​ Use complements correctly in sentence construction. 
●​ Label sentence parts accurately (subject, verb, agreement, transitive/intransitive, direct object, 

indirect object, predicate nominative, predicate adjective). 
●​ Write sentences demonstrating mastery of subject/predicate agreement and proper pronoun 

usage. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: subject, predicate, direct object, indirect object, predicate nominative, predicate 
adjective, transitive verb, intransitive verb, pronoun, agreement 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

 
 

Unit 3: Subject/Predicate 

Broad Goals of the Unit:   
●​ Students will understand the components and functions of subjects and predicates within 

sentences.​
Students will learn to identify and use adjectives and their forms correctly to enhance sentence 
meaning. 

●​ Students will explore the use of word stems to expand vocabulary and improve word choice in 
writing. 

●​ Students will apply knowledge of sentence structure and vocabulary to create clear and effective 
sentences. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the roles of subjects and predicates in sentence construction? 
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●​ How do adjectives function to describe and modify nouns in a sentence? 
●​ How can understanding word stems help me use new vocabulary accurately? 
●​ How can I write sentences that effectively use adjectives and words derived from stems? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ A complete sentence must have both a subject and a predicate that work together to convey 

meaning. 
●​ Adjectives have different forms and play a key role in providing descriptive detail. 
●​ Understanding word stems helps unlock the meaning of complex vocabulary. 
●​ Applying vocabulary knowledge improves sentence clarity and precision. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify the meaning of multiple stems. (L.11-12.6, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5) 
●​ I can use words that incorporate these stems.(L.11-12.6, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5) 
●​ I can write sentences that use these words in the proper context.(L.11-12.6, L.11-12.4, L.11-12.5) 
●​ I can identify the different forms of adjectives as descriptive words. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can use these adjectives in the proper context. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify subjects and predicates in a variety of sentence types. 
●​ Recognize and correctly use different forms of adjectives. 
●​ Identify multiple word stems and understand their meanings. 
●​ Use vocabulary derived from word stems accurately in writing. 
●​ Write sentences that incorporate appropriate adjectives and vocabulary words in context. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: subject, predicate, complete sentence, adjective, comparative, superlative, word 
stem, modifier, context, descriptive 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 4: Sentence Structures 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will understand the four basic sentence structures and their functions in writing. 
●​ Students will learn to differentiate between clauses and phrases and recognize their roles within 

sentences. 
●​ Students will develop skills in crafting sentences using varied structures to improve clarity and 

style. 
●​ Students will apply their knowledge of sentence structures to enhance both writing and reading 

comprehension. 
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Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the four types of sentence structures and how do they differ? 
●​ How can I distinguish between clauses and phrases in a sentence? 
●​ Why is it important to vary sentence structure in writing? 
●​ How do different sentence structures affect the meaning and flow of a text? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Sentences can be categorized into four types: simple, compound, complex, and 

compound-complex. 
●​ Clauses contain a subject and predicate, while phrases do not. 
●​ Varying sentence structure improves the rhythm, clarity, and effectiveness of writing. 
●​ Understanding sentence structure helps in analyzing and constructing more effective texts. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify all sentence structure forms. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can differentiate between clauses and phrases. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can write my own examples of all 4 sentence structures. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6, L.11-12.6) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and classify all four sentence structure types in writing. 
●​ Differentiate clearly between clauses and phrases in sentences. 
●​ Write original examples demonstrating simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex 

sentences. 
●​ Use varied sentence structures to enhance their own writing. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: simple sentence, compound sentence, complex sentence, compound-complex 
sentence, clause, independent clause, dependent clause, phrase, modifier, conjunction 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 5: Comma Use 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will understand the rules and conventions for using commas correctly in writing. 
●​ Students will develop the ability to apply comma rules effectively to improve clarity and meaning. 
●​ Students will recognize common comma errors and learn strategies to avoid them. 
●​ Students will enhance their editing and proofreading skills by focusing on punctuation accuracy. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the main rules for using commas in English writing? 
●​ How do commas affect the clarity and flow of a sentence? 
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●​ When should commas be used to separate ideas or elements in a sentence? 
●​ How can correct comma usage improve communication and prevent misunderstanding? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Commas serve to separate elements within sentences to clarify meaning and prevent confusion. 
●​ Proper comma placement follows specific rules depending on sentence structure and purpose. 
●​ Misuse or omission of commas can change the meaning of a sentence or make it unclear. 
●​ Mastery of comma rules contributes to polished, professional writing. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify all comma use rules. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can use commas effectively in context.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify all common comma rules and when to apply them. 
●​ Use commas correctly in a variety of sentence types, including lists, compound sentences, and 

introductory elements. 
●​ Edit writing to correct comma errors and improve readability. 
●​ Apply comma rules consistently in their own writing. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: comma, clause, independent clause, dependent clause, introductory element, 
series, appositive, conjunction, modifier, punctuation 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 6: Phrases 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will understand the function and types of phrases in English grammar. 
●​ Students will learn to differentiate between phrases and clauses. 
●​ Students will develop skills to identify and use prepositional phrases, adverbs, conjunctions, and 

interjections effectively in writing. 
●​ Students will enhance their writing by incorporating varied phrases and proper punctuation. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What is the difference between a phrase and a clause? 
●​ How do prepositional phrases and adverbs add detail and meaning to sentences? 
●​ How do conjunctions and interjections function to connect ideas and express emotion? 
●​ How can using different types of phrases improve the clarity and style of my writing? 

Enduring Understandings:  
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●​ Phrases are groups of words that act as a single part of speech but do not contain both subject 
and predicate. 

●​ Prepositional phrases and adverbs provide important descriptive details and expand sentences. 
●​ Conjunctions and interjections serve important roles in connecting ideas and adding emphasis or 

emotion. 
●​ Correct use of phrases and punctuation enhances sentence complexity and effectiveness. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can differentiate between Clauses/Phrases. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify all prepositional phrases in context to help expand my writing.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can write my own examples of Prep phrases in context.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can add adverbs to be more descriptive in my writing. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify all adverbs in sentences and context. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify all forms of conjunctions and how to use them to connect parts in sentences. 

(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can effectively use conjunctions and interjections in my writing. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can use proper punctuation with my interjection. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify the different types of phrases used in language. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can use proper phrases to expand my writing 
●​ I can write my own examples of correct phrase use 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Differentiate between clauses and various types of phrases. 
●​ Identify prepositional phrases and use them to expand and enrich writing. 
●​ Recognize and use adverbs, conjunctions, and interjections correctly in context. 
●​ Use proper punctuation with interjections and other phrase types. 
●​ Write original sentences incorporating a variety of phrases to improve detail and fluency. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: phrase, clause, prepositional phrase, adverb, conjunction, interjection, modifier, 
subject, predicate, punctuation  

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 7: Clauses 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will understand the structure and function of clauses in English grammar. 
●​ Students will differentiate between independent and dependent clauses and their roles in 

sentence construction. 
●​ Students will learn to identify how clauses combine with phrases to form complex sentences. 
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●​ Students will develop skills to use clauses effectively in writing for clarity and sophistication. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What is a clause and how does it differ from a phrase? 
●​ How do independent and dependent clauses function in sentences? 
●​ How can clauses be combined to create complex and compound sentences? 
●​ Why is understanding clauses important for writing clear and effective sentences? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ A clause contains a subject and predicate, distinguishing it from a phrase. 
●​ Independent clauses can stand alone as sentences, while dependent clauses cannot. 
●​ Clauses can be combined in various ways to add detail and complexity to writing. 
●​ Mastery of clauses enhances sentence variety and overall writing quality. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can differentiate between Clauses/Phrases. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify all prepositional phrases in context to help expand my writing.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can write my own examples of Prep phrases in context.(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can add adverbs to be more descriptive in my writing. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify all adverbs in sentences and context. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify all forms of conjunctions and how to use them to connect parts in sentences. 

(L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can effectively use conjunctions and interjections in my writing. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can use proper punctuation with my interjection. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 
●​ I can identify the different types of phrases used in language. (L.11-12.2, L.11-12.6) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Differentiate between clauses and phrases accurately. 
●​ Identify and use prepositional phrases to expand sentences. 
●​ Recognize and employ adverbs, conjunctions, and interjections appropriately in writing. 
●​ Use proper punctuation with interjections and between clauses. 
●​ Write complex sentences using independent and dependent clauses effectively. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: clause, independent clause, dependent clause, subordinate clause, subject, 
predicate, conjunction, phrase, modifier, punctuation 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

WI DPI ELA Standards 
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