
 
English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Creative Writing Time Frame: Semester 

Grade Level: 11-12th Grade Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
●​ The various areas of writing covered in this class include descriptive, short story/fiction, poetry, 

and children’s literature. Students will provide their own topics for each writing assignment. Both 
short-term and long-term activities will be utilized. Examples of short-term exercises include 
writing daily journal entries as well as evaluating and analyzing excellent writing formulas and 
techniques used by successful writers. Long-term assignments include longer, more developed 
writing pieces in varied genres.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Ongoing: Journals Ongoing 
Unit 1: Personality Profile 

Quarter 1 Unit 2: Poetry 
Unit 3: Short Story 
Unit 4: Persona Writing 

Quarter 2 Unit 5: Creative Nonfiction 
Unit 6: Children Stories 
Standards supporting learning targets 
 
Primary Resources Used:  

●​ n/a 

 
*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 

needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Journals 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop consistent writing habits through daily journal entries. 
●​ Students will improve writing fluency, clarity, and depth by responding to prompts and free writing. 
●​ Students will use journaling as a tool for reflection, idea development, and self-expression. 
●​ Students will build confidence in exploring personal and academic topics through writing. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can regular journaling improve my writing skills? 
●​ In what ways can journaling help me clarify my thoughts and ideas? 
●​ How does reflecting through writing support my learning and growth? 
●​ What strategies can I use to respond meaningfully to writing prompts? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Consistent writing practice strengthens writing fluency and confidence. 
●​ Journaling provides a safe space for exploration and expression of ideas. 
●​ Reflective writing deepens understanding of personal experiences and academic content. 
●​ Engaging with daily prompts helps develop critical thinking and writing skills over time. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can respond in detail to a daily question or free write to improve my writing skills. (W.11-12.1) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Respond thoughtfully and in detail to daily journal prompts or free writing tasks. 
●​ Use journaling to organize ideas and develop their writing voice. 
●​ Reflect on personal growth and learning through written expression. 
●​ Apply improved writing skills to other academic and creative writing tasks. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: journaling, reflection, free write, prompt, voice, fluency, clarity, tone, perspective, 
idea development, imagery, detail, audience, self-expression, revision, metacognition 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 
 
 
 

Unit 1: Personality Profile 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ ​ Last Updated 3.25.26​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2 



Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will develop skills in descriptive and narrative writing through creating personality 

profiles. 
●​ Students will learn to use vivid details to portray settings, characteristics, and events effectively. 
●​ Students will practice reflecting on personal experiences to generate meaningful writing. 
●​ Students will build the ability to communicate ideas clearly for different audiences. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can I use descriptive details to bring a personality profile to life? 
●​ Why is reflecting on personal experiences important for writing? 
●​ How do I organize information to create a clear and engaging profile? 
●​ What makes writing authentic and relatable to readers? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Vivid, specific details make descriptions and narratives engaging and believable. 
●​ Writing from personal experience deepens authenticity and connection with readers. 
●​ Organizing ideas thoughtfully helps communicate a clear and compelling profile. 
●​ Effective writing considers audience and purpose for maximum impact. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can use details to create vivid descriptions of settings/places for my teacher and classmates. 

(W.11-12.1) 
●​ I can engage in work to produce ideas to write about in the future. (W.11-12.1) 
●​ I can revisit events that I have experienced and document them. (W.11-12.1) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Use sensory and descriptive details to vividly portray people and settings. 
●​ Generate and develop ideas through reflection and brainstorming. 
●​ Write coherent and organized personality profiles that reflect individual experiences. 
●​ Communicate effectively with clarity and style tailored to their audience. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: personality profile, description, narrative, sensory details, characterization, voice, 
tone, perspective, setting, imagery, anecdote, reflection, brainstorming, authenticity, audience, purpose, 
organization, style 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

 
 

Unit 2: Poetry 
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Broad Goals of the Unit:   
●​ Students will explore a variety of poetic forms and structures. 
●​ Students will analyze and apply literary devices and figurative language in original poems. 
●​ Students will develop a personal voice and expressive style through poetry. 
●​ Students will build a collection of poems that demonstrate technique, creativity, and intent. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do poets use language to express emotion, ideas, or experiences? 
●​ What are the defining features of different poetic forms and structures? 
●​ How can word choice and figurative language elevate a poem’s meaning? 
●​ In what ways can poetry reflect individual identity and voice? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Poets use figurative language, structure, and sound devices to create meaning and evoke 

emotion. 
●​ Different poetic forms serve different purposes and effects. 
●​ Poetry is a creative outlet for personal expression and identity. 
●​ Revision and reflection are essential parts of the writing process. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can use literary devices, figurative language, strong word choice, sensory detail, word choice and 

rhyming techniques in my writing of poetry. (L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can use several different styles and structures in poetic writing, rhyme schemes. (W.11-12.3c) 
●​ I can learn and create several different types of poetry. (W.11-12.3c) 
●​ I can use the assignment instructions, poetry techniques, poetry styles, and poetry practice to 

produce a Poetry Collection. (W.11-12.3c) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and apply literary devices (metaphor, simile, imagery, alliteration, etc.) in writing. 
●​ Write in a variety of poetic styles and forms, including structured and free verse. 
●​ Demonstrate understanding of rhyme schemes, line breaks, rhythm, and tone. 
●​ Compile a poetry collection that reflects intention, style, and personal growth as a writer. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: poetry, verse, stanza, line break, rhythm, rhyme scheme, free verse, sonnet, haiku, 
imagery, metaphor, simile, personification, alliteration, assonance, consonance, tone, mood, figurative 
language, symbolism, voice, structure 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 3: Short Story 
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Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will read, analyze, and evaluate short stories for theme, structure, and literary 

techniques. 
●​ Students will develop their own original short stories using learned techniques. 
●​ Students will experiment with narrative elements including character development, setting, 

conflict, and dialogue. 
●​ Students will strengthen their creative writing skills through drafting, revising, and peer feedback. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What makes a short story impactful and memorable? 
●​ How do authors develop characters and themes in a limited space? 
●​ In what ways can dialogue and setting enhance a story’s realism and tone? 
●​ How can reading other short stories help improve my own writing? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Short stories rely on focused, intentional use of literary elements to tell complete narratives. 
●​ Reading and analyzing various stories enhances understanding of writing techniques. 
●​ Dialogue, setting, and structure are essential tools in shaping story meaning and character voice. 
●​ Strong storytelling comes from revision, feedback, and careful crafting of ideas. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can use techniques learned in class to produce a strong well written short story. (W.11-12.2.c) 
●​ I can read a variety of short stories to recognize techniques, structure and themes to create my 

own short story. (R.11-12.7) 
●​ I can listen to short stories to incorporate story elements into my own short story. (R.11-12.4; 

L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can properly use dialogue by listening and reading dialogue. (W.11-12.2.c) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and apply key elements of short fiction: plot, character, setting, conflict, theme, and 

dialogue. 
●​ Read and analyze model short stories to extract effective writing strategies. 
●​ Write an original short story that demonstrates technique, creativity, and structure. 
●​ Revise work based on peer and teacher feedback to strengthen narrative coherence and style. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: short story, plot, exposition, rising action, resolution, characterization, 
protagonist, antagonist, setting, conflict, theme, dialogue, narrative voice, point of view, tone, mood, 
imagery, symbolism 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 
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Unit 4: Persona Writing 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will explore the concept of voice and persona in writing. 
●​ Students will develop creative writing skills by adopting a fictional perspective. 
●​ Students will practice formatting and composing letters for a specific audience and purpose. 
●​ Students will build empathy and imagination through character-driven writing tasks. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does adopting a persona affect the tone and content of writing? 
●​ What techniques help writers convincingly step into a fictional role? 
●​ Why is voice important in writing for a specific audience? 
●​ How does creative writing enhance our ability to express ideas with empathy and imagination? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Writers can develop voice and tone by adopting fictional personas. 
●​ Purpose and audience shape the style, structure, and word choice of writing. 
●​ Writing in character enhances creative thinking and narrative skills. 
●​ Proper formatting and revision contribute to effective written communication. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can mimic the persona of a North Pole elf to reply to letters written to Santa. (W.11-12.1) 
●​ I can format a letter and envelope correctly. (W.11-12.1)  
●​ I can review example letters to gain ideas for my own letter writing. (R.11-12.7) 
●​ I can practice writing several letters prior to writing the final product. (R.11-12.7) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Create a consistent, believable persona in letter format. 
●​ Use tone, word choice, and detail to convincingly write from another perspective. 
●​ Correctly format a personal letter and envelope. 
●​ Review and revise drafts to improve clarity, creativity, and engagement. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: persona, voice, tone, audience, perspective, word choice, letter format, envelope, 
characterization, empathy, imagination, revision, draft, style, narrative, perspective-taking, creativity, 
authenticity 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 5: Creative Nonfiction 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
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●​ Students will explore the genre of creative nonfiction, focusing on memoir writing. 
●​ Students will analyze mentor texts to identify narrative and stylistic techniques. 
●​ Students will reflect on personal experiences to create meaningful, theme-driven narratives. 
●​ Students will learn to blend truth with creativity to effectively engage readers. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can personal experiences be shaped into meaningful stories? 
●​ What distinguishes creative nonfiction from fiction or autobiography? 
●​ How do authors of memoirs use literary techniques to communicate truth and emotion? 
●​ In what ways does theme drive the storytelling in creative nonfiction? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Creative nonfiction uses real experiences while incorporating literary craft and narrative structure. 
●​ Theme gives purpose and coherence to personal storytelling. 
●​ Writers of memoirs intentionally select and shape events to communicate deeper meaning. 
●​ Analyzing mentor texts strengthens writing through modeled techniques and voice. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can watch short stories as examples of retelling a story that includes a theme. (R.11-12.4) 
●​ I can read mini memoirs / excerpts  to learn techniques that can be used in my own writing. 

(R.11-12.7) 
●​ I can research memoirs / excerpts from memoirs to see different techniques used in writing. 

(R.11-12.6) 
●​ I can produce my own memoir utilizing techniques learned in class. (W.11-12.3) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify characteristics and techniques of effective memoirs and personal essays. 
●​ Use narrative structure, sensory detail, and voice to craft their own memoirs. 
●​ Apply techniques such as flashback, metaphor, and theme development in writing. 
●​ Reflect, revise, and finalize a creative nonfiction piece that is meaningful and well-crafted. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: creative nonfiction, memoir, personal essay, narrative, theme, voice, sensory 
detail, flashback, reflection revision, mentor text, authenticity, literary, techniques, characterization, 
structure, storytelling, perspective, truth, creativity 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 6: Children Stories 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will explore the structure, themes, and purpose of children’s literature. 
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●​ Students will analyze how authors use simple language and storytelling techniques to engage 
young audiences. 

●​ Students will write an original children’s story with a clear theme or moral. 
●​ Students will reflect on audience and purpose in crafting accessible and meaningful narratives. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What makes a children’s story engaging and meaningful? 
●​ How can storytelling be used to teach a lesson or moral? 
●​ How do authors develop characters, setting, and plot for young audiences? 
●​ Why is it important to consider audience when writing? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Children’s literature is designed to teach, entertain, and reflect values in an age-appropriate way. 
●​ Writing for a younger audience requires clear structure, simple yet rich language, and engaging 

storytelling. 
●​ Themes and morals in children’s stories are often universal and resonate across generations. 
●​ Understanding your audience helps shape tone, word choice, and content. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can write a children's story that is engaging, informative and teaches a moral lesson. (W.11-12.2; 

W.11-12.5) 
●​ I can learn and implement basic rules of children's stories. (L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can implement a common theme in a children's story. (W.11-12.3) 
●​ I can listen to and read children's stories to see how the author implements themes, characters, 

and a lesson into the story. (R.11-12.7) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify common themes, morals, and structures in children’s literature. 
●​ Plan and write a children’s story that includes a clear message and age-appropriate storytelling. 
●​ Use figurative language, repetition, and vivid imagery to enhance narrative voice. 
●​ Revise writing to improve clarity, engagement, and alignment with the intended audience. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: children’s literature, storytelling, theme, moral, audience, character, setting, plot, 
narrative, structure, voice, tone, figurative language, repetition, imagery, revision, engagement, clarity, 
lesson, creativity 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

WI DPI ELA Standards 
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/ELAStandards2020.pdf
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