
 
English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Modern Literature Time Frame: Semester 

Grade Level: 11-12th Grade Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
●​ This course is for students who enjoy reading and discussion and who want to strive to be a 

lifelong reader. Reading will be required both in and outside of class. This reading will consist of 
novels which will be grouped into thematic units and span different genres of reading. Thematic 
Units will serve as the connection between books and students. Students will participate in both 
book clubs and independent reading to foster connections between literature and the students’ 
worlds. Students should expect to engage in discussion and write in response to works they read. 
The course will offer students plenty of choice and plenty of time to read and write. ***Letters to 
parents/guardians will be sent home explaining the choices for each unit and students will not 
read a book their parents do not approve of.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Genre/Author Exploration Quarter 1 Unit 2: Suspense/Mystery 
Unit 3: Well-being Quarter 1/2 
Unit 4: Author’s Craft/Identity Quarter 2 Unit 5: Independent Reading Unit 
Standards supporting learning targets 
 
Primary Resources Used:  

●​ n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 1: Genre/Author Exploration 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will explore the characteristics of literary genres and analyze the works and styles of 

contemporary authors. Through research and presentation, students will develop a deeper 
understanding of how genre, context, and authorial perspective shape modern literature. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What defines a literary genre, and how do genres evolve over time? 
●​ How do modern authors reflect or challenge the conventions of their genres? 
●​ In what ways does an author's background influence their writing? 
●​ How can we critically evaluate and present information about authors and their works? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Genres have specific conventions and structures, but they can blend and shift in modern 

literature. 
●​ Authorial choices are influenced by personal, historical, and cultural contexts. 
●​ Understanding genre and authorial background deepens comprehension and interpretation of 

texts. 
●​ Effective research and presentation skills are essential for literary analysis and communication. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify and explain genres that fit into modern literature. (R.11-12.9)  
●​ I can research and pick out specific details about modern authors. (W.11-12.7) 
●​ I can share findings about a modern author and make selective choices about presentation. 

(SL.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and analyze key characteristics of major literary genres in modern literature. 
●​ Research a contemporary author, synthesizing information from multiple credible sources. 
●​ Evaluate how a specific author contributes to or defies genre conventions. 
●​ Create and deliver a clear, engaging presentation that communicates research findings effectively. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: genre, conventions, modern literature, authorial perspective, context, synthesis, 
research, presentation, analysis, interpretation, credible source, literary devices 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 
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Unit 2: Suspense/Mystery 

Broad Goals of the Unit:   
●​ Students will explore how suspense and mystery are constructed in literature through literary 

devices, point of view, conflict, and mood. They will analyze professional models and apply those 
techniques in their own writing to emulate the genre. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do authors build suspense and keep readers engaged? 
●​ What literary techniques are commonly used in mystery and suspense stories? 
●​ How does point of view influence a reader's experience of suspense? 
●​ How can conflict drive a suspenseful plot? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Authors use pacing, foreshadowing, conflict, and point of view to create tension and suspense. 
●​ Mood and tone play a critical role in shaping the emotional atmosphere of a suspense story. 
●​ Narrative perspective shapes the reader’s understanding and contributes to suspense. 
●​ Writing in the suspense/mystery genre requires purposeful planning and use of genre-specific 

elements. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors create mood in a story. (R.11-12.3) 
●​ I can identify and analyze how elements of suspense are used in a story. (R.11-12.5) 
●​ I can explain how a book's POV affects the suspense in a story. (R.11-12.3) 
●​ I can write a story that uses conflict to move the story forward.(W.11-12.2) 
●​ I can write a story that uses elements of suspense that emulate what was read. (W.11-12.2) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how mood, tone, and point of view contribute to suspense in literature. 
●​ Identify and evaluate how authors use structure and literary devices to build tension. 
●​ Craft a short story that includes essential elements of suspense, such as rising action, conflict, 

and resolution. 
●​ Emulate stylistic features of professional suspense writers in their own creative writing. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: suspense, mystery, foreshadowing, conflict, rising action, climax, resolution, 
mood, tone, point of view (POV), pacing, plot twist, narrative perspective, genre conventions, tension 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 
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Unit 3: Well-Being 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will explore the theme of well-being through literature, examining how authors portray 

mental, emotional, and physical health. They will analyze tone, diction, and thematic messages, 
make real-world and personal connections, and communicate their insights through research and 
presentation. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do authors explore the concept of well-being in literature? 
●​ What role do tone, mood, and diction play in conveying messages about well-being? 
●​ How can literature reflect or challenge societal views on mental and emotional health? 
●​ In what ways can we connect themes from literature to personal experiences and current issues? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Authors use tone, mood, and diction to communicate nuanced messages about well-being. 
●​ Literature provides insight into mental, emotional, and societal aspects of health. 
●​ Readers can develop empathy and critical thinking by connecting themes from texts to their own 

lives and world events. 
●​ Presenting research and interpretation enhances understanding and communication of complex 

ideas. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can find and explain the obvious and not so obvious messages from the book. (R.11-12.6) 
●​ I can analyze tone, mood, and diction from an author. (R.11-12.4) 
●​ I can make connections between my book, current trends, and personal experiences. (R.11-12.9) 
●​ I can create an appropriate and engaging presentation that shares findings from the novel that I 

read. (SL.11-12.4, SL.11-12.5, W.11-12.6) 
●​ I can complete targeted research about the content from my book. (W.11-12.7) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors use literary techniques to convey themes of well-being. 
●​ Identify both explicit and implicit messages about health and wellness in literature. 
●​ Conduct research to deepen understanding of issues presented in the text. 
●​ Make meaningful connections between literature, personal experiences, and real-world trends. 
●​ Create and deliver a compelling presentation that shares key findings and reflections. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: well-being, mental health, emotional health, physical health, tone, mood, diction, 
theme, societal norms, personal reflection, empathy, critical thinking, analysis, literary techniques, 
presentation skills 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
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●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

Unit 4: Author’s Craft/Identity 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will examine how an author’s identity—shaped by culture, background, and personal 

experiences—influences the themes, characters, and style of their writing. Through analysis and 
discussion, students will evaluate authorial choices and practice emulating craft in their own 
writing. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does an author's identity influence their storytelling and message? 
●​ What craft techniques do authors use to shape meaning and develop voice? 
●​ In what ways do setting, diction, and characterization reflect a writer’s perspective? 
●​ How can discussion and collaboration deepen our understanding of literary works? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ An author’s identity informs their themes, tone, and character development. 
●​ Literary elements such as setting, diction, and characterization are intentional tools authors use to 

express meaning. 
●​ Exploring multiple texts broadens our understanding of perspective and voice in literature. 
●​ Writing with purpose and style enhances communication and strengthens authorial voice. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can explain how an author's identity impacts the message of their novel. (R.11-12.6) 
●​ I can analyze the choices authors make about setting, characterization, diction, and other literary 

elements. (R.11-12.3) 
●​ I can discuss topics, connections, and ideas from my novel with those who have read the same 

and different texts than me. (SL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can create writing that matches the style and purpose of the task. (W.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how an author’s identity and experiences shape the text’s message and style. 
●​ Identify and evaluate literary choices including setting, diction, and characterization. 
●​ Engage in thoughtful, text-based discussions comparing themes and authorial craft across 

different works. 
●​ Produce original writing that reflects intentional stylistic and thematic choices aligned with a 

specific purpose. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: author identity, culture, perspective, theme, tone, voice, diction, characterization, 
setting, literary elements, style, craft, emulation, analysis, collaboration 
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Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

Unit 5: Independent Reading Unit 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will apply advanced reading and analysis skills to a self-selected text, demonstrating 

their ability to comprehend, analyze, and respond to complex literature independently. They will 
engage deeply with plot, theme, and textual evidence while developing their own voice through 
writing and reflection. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can we independently apply literary analysis skills to understand complex texts? 
●​ What strategies help uncover deeper meaning and theme in a text? 
●​ How does an author's structure and style impact our reading experience? 
●​ Why is it important to choose texts that resonate with us personally? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Independent reading builds critical thinking, comprehension, and engagement with literature. 
●​ Effective analysis involves citing relevant textual evidence and identifying central ideas. 
●​ Plot structure, tone, and style all contribute to a text’s overall meaning and impact. 
●​ Personal reading choices can foster lifelong reading habits and deeper personal reflection. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can cite relevant text evidence that supports strong analysis of messages from the text. 

(R.11-12.1) 
●​ I can create themes that match the central idea of the text. (R.11-12.2) 
●​ I can summarize complex texts. (R.11-12.2) 
●​ I can analyze how different aspects of plot structure create meaning and impact the reader. 

(R.11-12.5) 
●​ I can create writing that matches the style and purpose of the task. (W.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Select and read a complex text independently, tracking comprehension and insights. 
●​ Cite strong, relevant evidence to support analysis of theme, message, and structure. 
●​ Summarize key ideas and plot points accurately and concisely. 
●​ Analyze how an author’s use of plot structure shapes meaning and reader experience. 
●​ Produce writing that demonstrates critical analysis and aligns with a clear purpose and style. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: independent reading, plot structure, theme, central idea, textual evidence, 
summarize, analysis, style, tone, comprehension, reflection, literary elements, interpretation, author’s 
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craft, purpose 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Graphic organizers 
●​ Role-playing 
●​ Peer-review 

 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

WI DPI ELA Standards 
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/ELAStandards2020.pdf

