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English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence
And Unit Plans

Course Name: Mythology Time Frame: Semester

Grade Level: 11-12th Grade Department: ELA

Course Overview:
e Classic and Modern Mythology offers the student a look at past and present myths. Students will

explore the connection between current science fiction and mythology. This course covers units
on ancient Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology and ancient regional mythologies. The course
proceeds to examine present-day mythology (current science fiction). Activities include reading
and discussing stories and books by ancient mythological authors and current science fiction and
fantasy authors, writing creative and expository essays based on readings, and reading and
reviewing various short stories and essays. This course will often involve nightly readings to be
prepared for the next day’s class.

Units: Time Frame:
Unit 1: Greek/Roman Mythology Quarter 1
Unit 2: Norse Mythology Quarter 1
Unit 3: Fahrenheit 451 Quarter 2
Unit 4: Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy Quarter 2
Standards supporting learning targets

Primary Resources Used:
e See units below

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*
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Unit 1: Greek/Roman Mythology

Broad Goals of the Unit:

e Students will understand the role of mythology in shaping cultural values, beliefs, and literary
traditions.

e Students will analyze how Greek and Roman myths reflect the cultures that created them and
reveal universal human experiences.

e Students will explore the characteristics of mythological heroes and how they embody cultural
ideals and human flaws.

e Students will develop skills in literary analysis, critical thinking, and creative writing through the
study of mythological texts.

Essential Questions:

e What is the role of mythology in culture?

e Why have all civilizations created their stories: what do myths signify?

e What do the Greek/Roman myths, in particular, say about their culture and their view of
humankind?

e How does a creation myth reflect the specific culture which generated it as well as universal
human values and needs?

e What role or purpose does religion or spirituality serve in a culture?

e How do heroes reflect the specific culture which celebrated them?

e How do heroes reflect universal human values and needs?

Enduring Understandings:
e Mythologies may all be equal (cultural bias aside), but very few of them leave the literary legacy of
the Greeks and Romans.
e Religion and spirituality serve a specific role or purpose in a culture.
e Human beings can relate to and experience their god(s) in many ways.
e Heroes are flawed personalities who reflect the human experience of the culture who created
them.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite quality textual evidence to support an argument. (R11-12.1)

| can analyze the cultural impacts of choices an author has characters make. (R.11-12.3)

| can analyze how an author's cultural point of view, perspective, and purpose shape their

message. (R.11-12.6)

e | can create writing that is organized, utilizes transitions, and uses culturally-sustaining and
domain specific vocabulary. (W.11-12.3)

e | can compare and contrast different heroes in various mediums. (R.11-12.7)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

The major pantheon of gods from Greek/Roman myth
The importance of major myths on Greek/Roman culture
How Greek/Roman heroes represent their cultures

Why creation stories are the basis of all mythologies
Summarize complex texts

Analyze the importance of characters to culture

Explain geographic location and cultural perspectives
Write creatively and originally in the form of a myth
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e Compare various heroes and their qualities

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD
e TBD Other:

e Quizzes

Unit test

Original myth project
Study guide

Class discussions

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: myth, mythology, pantheon, archetype, epic hero, hero ideal, creation myth,
tragedy, tragic flaw (Hamartia), immortal vs. mortal, allegory, symbolism, cultural values, oral tradition,
deity, fate vs. free will, narrative structure, hero’s journey

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods e The use of audiobooks for struggling readers
and Heroes - Edith Hamilton e Modified tests that chunk matching answers

Unit 2: Norse Mythology

Broad Goals of the Unit:

This course is an introduction to the religion and mythology of the pre-Christian Norsemen,
especially from the Viking age, through the study of literary mythological texts (Neil Gaiman’s
Norse Mythology). By the end of the unit, students will have a broad-based understanding of the
world-view and culture of the Scandinavian Viking Age, how the view of vikings is continually
re-invented and employed in modern popular culture, and achieve an understanding of the
influence of Norse mythology on the genre of Fantasy and how the mythology is re-interpreted in
modern works of literature.

Essential Questions:

What is the role of mythology in culture? Why have all civilizations created their stories: what do
myths signify? What do the Norse myths, in particular, say about the Germanic/Norse culture and
their view of humankind?

Does mythology, particularly Neil Gaiman's volume, have relevance today? Are they universal
cautionary tales? Do they offer age-old wisdom? Or are they primarily for entertainment?

How do the Norse myths compare—are there similarities with any other group of myths that you
are familiar with?

In Norse mythology all roads lead to Ragnarok. How did they get there? Is the cataclysmic end
inevitable—is it dictated by fate or by the innate nature of the gods?

How does a creation myth reflect the specific culture which generated it as well as universal
human values and needs?

Enduring Understandings:
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Mythologies may all be equal (cultural bias aside), but very few of them leave the literary legacy of
the Norse.

Religion and spirituality serve a specific role or purpose in a culture.

Human beings can relate to and experience their god(s) in many ways.

Ancient stories can be modernized and reinterpreted for entertainment purposes.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite quality textual evidence to support an argument. (R11-12.1)
e | can analyze the cultural impacts of choices an author has characters make. (R.11-12.3)
e | can analyze how an author's cultural point of view, perspective, and purpose shape their
message. (R.11-12.6)
e | can write a developed argument with supported evidence. (W.11-12.2)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e The major pantheon of gods from the Norse
How the Norse gods compare to the Greek gods
The importance of major Norse stories on the Scandinavian culture
How authors can modernize ancient stories
Summarize complex texts
Analyze the importance of characters to culture
Explain geographic location and cultural perspectives
Write supported claims based on author’s choices

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD

e Students will demonstrate their Other:
understanding of character, theme, e Quizzes
and culture throughout the unit with e Unit test
reading strategies. e Observations of in-class speaking responses

e Both quizzes and the unit test will e Reading strategies study guide
focus on the essential questions as
proven with the standards and
skills

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Norse Pantheon, Asgard, Midgard, Hel, Nine Realms, Yggdrasil, Aesir, Vanir,
Ragnarok, fate (Wyrd), Odin, Thor, Loki, Valhalla, runes, saga, allusions, cultural perspective, mythic cycle,
reinterpretation, adaptation, heroic archetype

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e n/a e The use of audiobooks for struggling readers
e Modified tests that chunk matching answers

Unit 3: Fahrenheit 451

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Students will explore the characteristics and themes of dystopian literature and science fiction.
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e Students will analyze how Fahrenheit 451 reflects societal fears and issues relevant both in
Bradbury’s time and today.

e Students will examine literary techniques used in science fiction to convey themes and messages.

e Students will develop critical reading and analytical skills through close reading of complex texts.

Essential Questions:

What is dystopian literature and why is it still so powerful and important?

What qualities of classic mythology are reflected in the novel?

How has society evolved to reveal Bradbury's fears of what might become?

What are the techniques that Science Fiction writers employ to further the theme?

Enduring Understandings:
e The student will understand that Dystopian literature, and much science fiction, warns the reader
about what might become.
e The student will understand that Science Fiction is not only what is to come in the future, but a
reflection of what is today.

“I can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite quality textual evidence to support an argument. (R11-12.1)
e | can identify the main topic of a text. (R.11-12.2)
e | can analyze how an author uses point of view, perspective, and purpose to fit their work within a
selected genre. (R.11-12.6)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Summarize complex texts

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD

e TBD Other:

e Quizzes

Unit test

Original myth project
Study guide

Class discussions

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: dystopia, dystopian literature, science fiction, censorship, conformity,
individualism, propaganda, cautionary tale, allegory, symbolism, theme, motif, point of view, perspective,
genre, satire, technological control, social critique, imagery, allusion, paradox

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Fahrenheit 451 - Ray Bradbury e The use of audiobooks for struggling readers
e Modified tests that chunk matching answers

Unit 4: Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Students will explore satire as a literary device used to critique society and provoke thought.
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e Students will analyze the role of motifs in creating thematic continuity in a novel.

e Students will examine character development and the impact of setting on narrative interest.

e Students will develop analytical skills by interpreting complex texts and understanding author’s
perspective.

Essential Questions:
e Why do writers use satire to provoke change in the way people think?
e How does the use of motif create continuity in a novel?
e What causes characters to grow and change over time?
e How do exotic or unusual settings add interest to a novel?

Enduring Understandings:
e The student will understand that satire is used by writers to humorously attack the vices of
society and provoke a change in the people.

e The student will understand that some authors use satire as a means to attack Science Fiction as
a literary genre.

e The student will understand that characterization is an essential building block of literature.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can cite quality textual evidence to support an argument. (R11-12.1)
e | can analyze how an author's use of satire influences their message and analyze how their
geographic location, identity, and culture affect their perspective. (R.11-12.6)
e | can analyze a motif in a text. (R.11-12.2)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Summarize complex texts

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: TBD

e TBD Other:

e Quizzes

Unit test

Original myth project
Study guide

Class discussions

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: satire, parody, irony, motif, theme, characterization, dynamic character, static
character, setting, world-building, absurdism, allegory, social commentary, tone, hyperbole,
understatement, point of view, author’s purpose, narrative structure, science fiction tropes

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy e The use of audiobooks for struggling readers
- Douglas Adams e Modified tests that chunk matching answers

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

WI DPI ELA Standards
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https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/standards/New%20pdfs/ELAStandards2020.pdf
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