
 
English Language Arts Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: English III Honors Time Frame: Full Year 

Grade Level: 11th Grade Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
●​ This challenging course for motivated students includes the study of British Literature from the 

Anglo-Saxon Age through the present time. The course is taught through a humanities 
perspective. Activities include reading and analysis of literature in the anthology. Macbeth, A Tale 
of Two Cities, and other selected literature by great authors. Students are required to write a 
literary analysis paper each quarter as well as other written assignments and essay tests. The 
background in literary analysis and writing provided by this course prepares a student for 
additional study at the college level, including future Advanced Placement English courses.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Anglo- Saxon Era 

Semester 1 Unit 2: Medieval Era 
Unit 3: Elizabethan Era 
Unit 4: Drama: Macbeth 
Unit 5: 17th and 18th Century Semester 1 and 2 
Unit 6: Romanticism 

Semester 2 Unit 7: Victorian Era 
Unit 8: Victorian Era: A Tale of Two Cities 
Unit 9: 20th Century Literature or British Culture 
Standards supporting learning targets 
 
Primary Resources Used:  

●​ See units below 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 1: Anglo- Saxon Era 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ In this unit, the focus will be on exploring the origins of English literature. Students will study the 

Anglo-Saxon epic tradition, Anglo-Saxon poetry, and some of the first historical writing. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do hero tales display the values of the culture from which they come?  
●​ How does fate control our lives? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The student will understand that epics convey the values of the culture from which they come. 
●​ The student will understand that the oral tradition uses techniques to gain the attention of the 

audience. 
●​ The student will understand that literature that has been translated will vary depending on the 

translator. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze the use and importance of literary devices to a text. (R.11-12.4 ) 
●​ I can explain the difference between epic and lyric poetry. (L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can reflect historical context to analyze the importance of the epic hero to Anglo-Saxon life. 

(R.11-12.3) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The student will know how to recognize the values of the Anglo-Saxon culture. 
●​ The values of the Anglo-Saxon culture are physical strength, boasting, loyalty, fate (wyrd). 
●​ The students will know how to recognize the qualities of an epic. 
●​ Analyze the use and importance of literary devices to a text. 
●​ Explain the difference between epic and lyric poetry. 
●​ Use historical context to analyze the importance of the epic hero to Anglo-Saxon life. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Reading Check Quiz 
●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: epic, epic hero, Anglo-Saxon poetry, oral tradition, lyric poetry, boasting, Wyrd 
(fate), literary devices, historical context 

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 
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Unit 2: Medieval Era 

Broad Goals of the Unit:   
●​ In this unit, the focus will be on understanding the cultural shift that occurred in Britain due to the 

Norman invasion in 1066.  

Essential Questions:  
●​ How did the Norman Invasion impact the development of the English language? 
●​ How do authors create believable characters? 
●​ How can literature reflect the importance of the code of chivalry? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The student will understand that literature can be used to understand a culture. 
●​ The student will understand that Arthur legends represent a mythology for the British people. 
●​ The student will understand that authors create believable characters using a variety of 

techniques.  
●​ The student will understand that the code of chivalry influenced how people lived their lives during 

the Medieval Era. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can identify and explain the concepts of a folk ballad in a cold poem analysis. (R.11-12.6) 
●​ I can expand on the importance of characterization to Medieval literature - including the use of 

satire, motif, and the characteristics of Medieval Romance. (R.11-12.4 ) 
●​ I can analyze the use and importance of literary devices to a text. (R.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The student will know how to recognize and analyze the importance of frame story. 
●​ The student will know how the folk ballad represents the Medieval time period. 
●​ The student will know the code of chivalry and its importance to the Medieval Era. 
●​ The student will understand Chaucer’s literary importance and writing style. 
●​ Analyze the use and importance of literary devices to a text. 
●​ Identify and explain the concepts of a folk ballad in a cold poem analysis. 
●​ Expand on the importance of characterization to Medieval literature - including the use of satire, 

motif, and the characteristics of Medieval Romance. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ TBD 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Reading Check Quiz 
●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Norman Invasion, Anglo-Saxon, folk ballad, frame story, chivalry, medieval 
romance, satire, motif, characterization 

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 
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Unit 3: Elizabethan Era 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ In this unit, the focus will be on the beauty and structure of the lyric poem and its influence on 

Elizabethan society. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does knowing the sonnet's structure help one better understand the poem? 
●​ Why were pastoral poems so popular? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The student will understand that sonnet form was highly influential. 
●​ The student will understand that pastoral poetry was influenced by the time period. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze a sonnet for meaning, theme, tone. (R.11-12.3) 
●​ I can understand meaning beyond the surface level.  (L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can relate the author's technique, message and central ideas as they relate to the times. 

(L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can identify the tone based on diction. (R.11-12.4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The characteristics of a sonnet. 
●​ How to distinguish between Shakespearean and Petrarchan sonnets (organization of ideas, 

location of the volta, rhyme scheme). 
●​ Analyze a sonnet for meaning, theme, tone. 
●​ Understand meaning beyond the surface level, specifically the theme.  
●​ Identify the tone based on diction. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Unit test 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: sonnet, Shakespearean Sonnet, Petrarchan Sonnet, volta, pastoral poetry, rhyme 
scheme, tone, diction 

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 4: Drama: Macbeth 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
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●​ In this unit, the focus will be on the structure and plot development of dramatic literary genre 
through the reading of Shakespeare's Macbeth. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ Are "monsters" born or made?   
●​ Is the nature of ambition inherently evil?   
●​ Are lives directed by mere fate or are they a result of conscious decision-making? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Students will interpret how authors represent human responses to tragedy through literature. 
●​ Students will understand the deeper, darker messages conveyed through an authors use of satire 

and verisimilitude 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can understand various literary techniques and craft a piece written in iambic pentameter. 

(L.11-12.3) 
●​ I can identify how characters impact one another and drive a plot. (R.11-12.3) 
●​ I can use textual evidence to support various themes and arguments related to text. (W.11-12.2) 
●​ I can understand that what humanist writing explores. The students will understand that humanist 

criticized society in order to bring about social change. (W.11-12.3) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The structure of dramatic literature 
●​ The underlying themes within Shakespeare's Macbeth 
●​ How to find in-text evidence to support essential questions related to theme & character 

development 
●​ Understand & write in iambic pentameter 
●​ Identify how characters impact one another and drive a plot. 
●​ Use textual evidence to support various themes and arguments related to text. 
●​ The students will understand that what humanist writing explores. The students will understand 

that humanist criticized society in order to bring about social change. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Theme Assessment and Analysis 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 
●​ Reading Checks 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Iambic Pentameter, tragedy, ambition, fate vs. free will, theme, character 
development, motif, humanism 

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 5: 17th and 18th Century 
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Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ In this unit, the focus will be on the impact of social tragedies during the 17th and 18th centuries 

in the British empire.   
●​ Students will appreciate the use of satire and verisimilitude to elucidate the human reactions 

(both citizenry and governmental) to the Black Plague and other social struggles. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do humans respond in the face of tragedy?   
●​ How do social structures change as a result of human tragedy and death?   
●​ How do citizens living in different eras respond similarly or differently to disaster? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Students will interpret how authors represent human responses to tragedy through literature. 
●​ Students will understand the deeper, darker messages conveyed through an authors use of satire 

and verisimilitude 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can understand the deeper meaning behind satire. (R.11-12.6) 
●​ I can write in a satirical manner and grasp the different nuances between horatian and juvenalian 

satire. (W.11-12.1) 
●​ I can recognize factual and fictional aspects of verisimilitude. (L.11-12.3) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The techniques used to write satire 
●​ The techniques used to write verisimilitude 
●​ The relationship between cultural issues and literature 
●​ Understand the deeper meaning behind satire 
●​ Have a basic ability to write satire 
●​ Recognize factual and fictional aspects of verisimilitude 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Unit Test 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: satire, Horatian satire, Juvenalian satire, Verisimilitude, social tragedy, black 
plague, cultural response, human reaction 

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 6 Romanticism 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Students will explore key themes and characteristics of Romantic literature, including the 
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celebration of nature, individual emotion, and the role of imagination. They will analyze the 
structure and literary devices in Romantic poetry and understand archetypes such as the Byronic 
hero. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the defining characteristics of Romanticism in literature? 
●​ How do Romantic poets like Wordsworth express emotion and connect with nature? 
●​ What literary devices and structures are commonly used in Romantic poetry? 
●​ What is a Byronic hero, and how does this character reflect Romantic ideals? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Students will understand that Romanticism emphasizes nature, emotion, individualism, and 

imagination. 
●​ Students will understand how poets use literary devices and structure to convey meaning and 

emotion. 
●​ Students will understand the traits of a Byronic hero as an important Romantic archetype. 
●​ Students will understand how Romantic literature contrasts with earlier literary movements. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I  can recognize that Wordworth's poems display a love of nature, personal emotion, spontaneity 

and a focus on the individual. (R.11-12.4) 
●​ I can analyze poems for structure and literary devices. (L.11-12.1)  
●​ I can recognize the characteristics of a Byronic hero. (L.11-12.1 a.) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Identify and explain key themes in Romantic poetry, especially those by Wordsworth. 
●​ Analyze the structure and literary devices used in Romantic poems. 
●​ Recognize the characteristics of a Byronic hero and explain their significance. 
●​ Interpret and discuss Romantic texts using evidence from the text to support ideas. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Unit test 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: romanticism, nature, emotion, individualism, imagination, byronic hero, literary 
devices, poetic structure, archetype 

Resources:  
●​ n/a 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 7 Victorian Era 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ In this unit the focus will be on reading and analyzing the poetry of the Victorian Era. 
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Essential Questions:  
●​ Why can progress be a problem?  
●​ Why do some authors choose to write about facing reality while others choose to write about 

escaping it?  
●​ Is it better to face or escape reality?  
●​ How do literary devices impact the overall meaning of a work? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The student will understand that there was a shift away from Romanticism toward Realism during 

this time period. Furthermore, Realism led the way to Psychological Realism and Naturalism.  
●​ The student will understand that it is important to understand the historical context of the time 

period in order to fully grasp the meaning of a selection. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can pick out the characteristics in a poem that make it a dramatic monologue.(L.11-12.1) 
●​ I can understand the historical context of the time period in order to fully grasp the meaning of a 

selection. (R.11-12.3) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The students will be able to analyze poetry for structure and literary devices. 

○​ Description: The students will be able to analyze poetry for the following devices: sprung 
rhythm, extended metaphor, allusion, humor, irony, symbolism. 

●​ The student will be able to pick out the characteristics in a poem that make it a dramatic 
monologue. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Unit Test 

 

Summative: 
●​ TBD 

Other: 
●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Victorian Era, realism, psychological realism, naturalism, dramatic monologue, 
sprung rhythm, extended metaphor, allusion, humor, irony, symbolism, literary devices 

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 

Unit 8 Victorian Era: A Tale of Two Cities 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ The students will read and analyze a Victorian novel. Currently Charles Dickens A Tale of Two 

Cities 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What are the causes and effects of social and economic struggles within a society?  
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●​ How do writers use literary devices to help convey meaning?  
●​ When should one place duty over desire? 
●​ How do we determine the morals and values of a character? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Students will understand how an author uses contrasting images, settings, characters, etc. to 

convey meaning.  
●​ Students will understand that the historical context in which the novel was written AND the 

historical context in which the novel is set both impact the work as a whole. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze literary devices and explain their purpose and function. (R.11-12.4) 
●​ I can identify, explain and analyze figurative language, characterization, allusions, dramatic irony, 

symbolism, setting, and foreshadowing. (L.11-12.3 a & b) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Basics of the  French Revolution such as the Reign of Terror, Robespierre, the guillotine, Marie 

Antoinette and Louis XVI, Causes and Results of the Revolution, and the Bastille. 
●​ The student will be able to analyze literary devices and explain their purpose and function in the 

play. 
●​ The students will be able to identify, explain and analyze figurative language, characterization, 

allusions, dramatic irony, symbolism, setting, and foreshadowing. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Unit Test 

Summative: TBD 
Other: 

●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: Victorian Era, Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities, French Revolution, Reign of 
Terror, Robespierre, Guillotine, Marie Antoinette, Louis XVI, Bastille, figurative language, characterization, 
allusion, dramatic irony, symbolism, setting, foreshadowing, literary devices, contrast, duty vs. desire  

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 
 

Unit 9 20th Century Literature and British Culture 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​  In this unit, the focus will be on reading and analyzing both poetry and short prose pieces from 

20th Century British Literature. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does the context in which a piece is written influence the theme?  
●​ Why do people rebel against the norm? 
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Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The students will understand that a wide variety of events impacted the authors of the time.  
●​ The students will understand that many authors experimented with writing in new and different 

ways. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can differentiate between biased and unbiased sources, and use that when conducting thorough 

research. (W.11-12.8)  
●​ I can evaluate the information provided in a source and select important supporting points. 

(RL.11-12.1) 
●​ I can write a formal and persuasive business letter with a specific audience in mind. (W.11-12.2a) 
●​ I can demonstrate analytical skills in looking at texts by completing an all-encompassing final 

product. (W.11-12.1) 
●​ I can participate in productive discussions. (SL.11-12.1) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ The concepts of Modernism such as stream of consciousness, epiphany, lack of form and 

structure, and the heavy use of imagery and symbolism. 
●​ The student will be able to recognize these characteristics of a pastoral poems: idealized rural 

setting, addresses a shepherdess, courtly speech, songlike patterns and rhyme schemes 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Unit Test 

Summative: 
●​ TBD 

Other: 
●​ Class Discussions 
●​ Assigned questions 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: modernism, stream of consciousness, epiphany, imagery, symbolism, pastoral 
poem, courtly speech, rhyme scheme 

Resources:  
●​ McDougal Littell Literature: The 

British Tradition 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Choice based reading and analysis 
●​ Tiered assessments 

 
 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

WI DPI ELA Standards 
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