— SCHOOL DISTRICT —
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

Art Course Scope and Sequence
And Unit Plans

#A WEST BEND
VAN 4

Course Name: Wheel Throwing Time Frame: One Semester

Grade Level: 9-12 Department: Art
Prerequisites: Ceramics & Sculpture

Course Overview:

Wheel throwing is an intermediate art course designed to teach skills and concepts focusing on ceramic
wheel throwing to support growing skill levels, abilities, and post-secondary goals. This course will
support the art program as a second-level course in a progression of ceramic-based art classes. Student
artists will explore art from different cultures, art history, and multiple wheel-throwing techniques using
clay. The Elements of Art and Principles of Design will continue to be studied and embedded in projects
that were introduced in the beginning level Ceramics & Sculpture course. Students may be asked to
furnish some of their own supplies.

Units: Time Frame:
Bowls 2-3 weeks
Plates 2-3 weeks
Scale vessel 2-3 weeks
Lidded Form 2-3 weeks
Multiples 2-3 weeks
Demonstrate Knowledge 2-3 weeks
Enclosed Form 2-3 weeks
Scale 2-3 weeks
Standards Supporting Learning Targets

Primary Resources Used: none
Digital Tool: n/a

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*
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Bowls
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Develop proficiency in wheel throwing techniques to create functional pottery bowls.
e Learn to produce consistent and matching sets of bowls demonstrating skill and craftsmanship.
e Refine and finish ceramic pieces for aesthetic and functional presentation.

Essential Questions:
e What are the key steps in creating bowls on the pottery wheel?
How can | achieve consistency in shape, size, and thickness when throwing multiple bowls?
What techniques help refine and finish pottery for durability and presentation?
How does the throwing process influence the final form and function of a bowl?

Enduring Understandings:

Mastery of wheel throwing requires practice, patience, and attention to detail.

e Consistency in form enhances the functionality and aesthetic value of pottery sets.

e Refining and finishing techniques impact the durability and visual appeal of ceramic work.

e Artistic development involves ongoing evaluation and improvement of technique and design.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create 4 matching bowls (CR1, CR2)
e | can develop and refine artistic work for presentation. (PR5)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Demonstrate proper wheel throwing methods for creating bowls.
e Produce a set of bowls that are consistent in size and shape.
e Apply trimming, smoothing, and finishing techniques to ceramic bowls.
e Assess and improve their work based on criteria for craftsmanship and presentation.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: wheel throwing, centering, pulling, trimming, consistency, wall thickness, foot (of
a bowl, rib tool, throwing process, finishing, functional pottery, aesthetic value, craftsmanship

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric

Tiered assignments

Modification of tools/ materials

Peer teaching/ groups

Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written

e Time flexibility
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Plates
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Develop skills in wheel throwing and handbuilding techniques to create functional plates of
various sizes.
e Understand the structural and aesthetic considerations involved in plate creation.
e Explore design and surface treatment techniques for ceramic plates.

Essential Questions:

What techniques are essential for creating plates on the wheel or by hand?
e How do size and form affect the function and design of plates?

e How can surface texture and decoration enhance ceramic plates?

e How do artists plan and conceptualize multiple related works?

Enduring Understandings:

Creating functional ceramic plates requires understanding form, balance, and proportion.
Artistic ideas are developed through experimentation and refinement of techniques.

Size variations influence the structural approach and aesthetic choices in ceramics.

The creative process involves planning, generating ideas, and applying craftsmanship skills.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create 3-4 small and 3-4 large plates (CR1, CR2)
e | can generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (CR1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Demonstrate techniques for creating plates of different sizes.
e Understand the relationship between plate size, function, and design.
e Apply surface treatments and decorative elements to ceramic plates.
e Assess their ceramic work and make improvements based on artistic and functional criteria.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: wheel throwing, handbuilding, slab method, centering, pulling, rim, foot (of a
plate), surface treatment, proportion, balance, structural integrity, decoration/glazing, consistency,
craftsmanship, functionality

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric

Tiered assignments

Modification of tools/ materials

Peer teaching/ groups

Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written

e Time flexibility
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Scale Vessel
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Develop the ability to create vessels that emphasize scale and proportion.
e Explore how size influences form, function, and artistic impact in ceramic vessels.
e Practice planning and executing scaled-up or scaled-down ceramic forms.

Essential Questions:
e How does changing the scale of a vessel affect its design and function?
e What techniques help maintain proportion and balance when working at different scales?
e How can artists use scale to communicate meaning or artistic intent?
e What criteria can be used to evaluate the success of a scaled vessel?

Enduring Understandings:

Scale plays a critical role in the visual and functional aspects of ceramic vessels.
e Maintaining proportion and balance is essential when altering scale.

e Artistic meaning can be enhanced through thoughtful manipulation of scale.

e Evaluation criteria help artists refine and improve their work to meet artistic goals.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create a scaled vessel (CR1, CR2)
e | can apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. (RE9)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Understand how scale influences ceramic form and function.
e Use techniques to create balanced vessels at various scales.
e Apply criteria to evaluate and refine their scaled vessel projects.
e Communicate artistic ideas through the manipulation of scale.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: scale, proportion, balance, form, functionality, artistic intent, scaling up, scaling

down, visual impact, evaluation criteria, centering, symmetry, craftsmanship, manipulation of scale,
iteration

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric

Tiered assignments

Modification of tools/ materials

Peer teaching/ groups

Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written

e Time flexibility
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Lidded Form
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Learn techniques for constructing functional and aesthetically pleasing lidded ceramic forms.
e Understand how lids integrate with the body of a vessel to create a cohesive artwork.
e Develop skills in refining and completing ceramic works with attention to detail and
craftsmanship.

Essential Questions:
e What are the key techniques for creating a well-fitting lid on a ceramic vessel?
How does the lid contribute to the form and function of a ceramic piece?
What challenges arise when creating lidded forms, and how can they be overcome?
How do artists refine and complete ceramic works to enhance their artistic impact?

Enduring Understandings:
e Successful lidded forms require precise construction to ensure the lid fits properly and
complements the vessel.
e The lid is both a functional and aesthetic component of the ceramic form.
e Refinement and attention to detail are crucial in completing high-quality ceramic artwork.
e Artists use critique and self-evaluation to improve and finalize their work.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create alidded form. (CR1)
e | canrefine and complete artistic work. (CR3)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Construct a ceramic vessel with a functional and well-fitting lid.
e Use techniques for smoothing, joining, and finishing ceramic forms.
e Refine and complete ceramic artwork with focus on aesthetics and function.
e Apply criteria to evaluate and improve their ceramic pieces.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: lidded form, functional lid, cohesive design, form, proportion, fit, refinement,
craftsmanship, smoothing, joining, aesthetics, critique, self-evaluation, functional component, iteration

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric

Tiered assignments

Modification of tools/ materials

Peer teaching/ groups

Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written

e Time flexibility
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Multiples
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Develop skills in creating a series of related ceramic pieces that explore repetition and variation.
e Understand the artistic and conceptual importance of multiples in art and design.
e Practice consistency in form, size, and technique across multiple works.

Essential Questions:
e How do artists create a cohesive series of related artworks?
What role does repetition and variation play in multiples?
How can multiples convey a concept or theme more effectively than a single piece?
What techniques ensure consistency and quality when producing multiples?

Enduring Understandings:

Multiples allow artists to explore ideas through repetition while incorporating subtle variations.

e Consistency in craftsmanship is essential to create a unified series.

e Producing multiples can enhance understanding of form, technique, and concept.

e Artistic ideas can be communicated differently when presented as a series rather than a single
object.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create matching forms. (CR1, CR2)
e | can generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (CR1)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

Plan and produce 5-8 matching or related ceramic pieces.

Demonstrate techniques for consistency in handbuilding or wheel throwing.
Analyze the role of repetition and variation in multiples.

Evaluate their series using criteria related to form, technique, and concept.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: multiples, cohesive series, repetition, variation, consistency, concept, theme,
handbuilding techniques, wheel throwing, craftsmanship, iteration, evaluation/critique, form, artistic
unity, presentation

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric

Tiered assignments

Modification of tools/ materials

Peer teaching/ groups

Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written

e Time flexibility
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Demonstrate Knowledge
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Reinforce and assess students’ understanding of specific ceramic handbuilding techniques,
focusing on pulling a handle.
e Develop skills in evaluating ceramic work using established artistic criteria.
e Encourage self-reflection and critique as part of the creative process.

Essential Questions:

How do | properly pull a handle for ceramic work?

What are the key steps and techniques involved in handle pulling?
How can | evaluate the quality and functionality of a pulled handle?
Why is evaluation important in refining my ceramic artwork?

Enduring Understandings:

Mastery of specific ceramic techniques requires practice and attention to detail.
Artistic evaluation helps improve craftsmanship and final presentation.
Constructive self-assessment supports artistic growth.

Applying criteria objectively can guide improvements in technical skill and design.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can demonstrate my knowledge of pulling a handle. (CR1)
e | can apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. (RE9)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Properly execute the technique of pulling a handle on pottery.
e Identify key qualities that make a well-crafted handle (e.g., strength, proportion, attachment).
e Use evaluation criteria to assess both their own and peers’ ceramic handles.
e Articulate improvements based on self and peer evaluations.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: handle pulling, pulling technique, attachment/score and slip, proportion,
strength/structural integrity, handbuilding, evaluation/critique, self-reflection, peer assessment,
craftsmanship, refinement, criteria, artistic growth, functionality, technical skill

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric

Tiered assignments

Modification of tools/ materials

Peer teaching/ groups

Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written

e Time flexibility
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Enclosed Form
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Develop skills in creating three-dimensional enclosed ceramic forms using handbuilding
techniques.
e Explore personal expression by connecting life experiences and knowledge to artwork.
e Strengthen conceptual and technical understanding of form, structure, and surface treatment.

Essential Questions:

What techniques are involved in creating an enclosed form in ceramics?

e How does the form'’s structure affect its function and aesthetic?

e In what ways can personal experiences influence the creation of enclosed forms?
e How can | combine technical skills and personal meaning in my ceramic work?

Enduring Understandings:
e Enclosed forms require careful planning and mastery of handbuilding techniques to ensure
structural integrity.
e Artistic meaning can be enhanced by integrating personal experiences and cultural knowledge.
e The synthesis of technical skills and conceptual ideas leads to more meaningful artwork.
e Evaluating both form and content is essential in developing artistic work.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create an enclosed form. (CR1)
e | can synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. (CN10)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

Understand the steps and techniques involved in creating enclosed ceramic forms.
Demonstrate handbuilding skills needed to construct stable enclosed forms.
Relate personal or cultural experiences to their artistic choices.

Assess their own work and articulate the connections between concept and craft.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD
Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: enclosed form, handbuilding, structural integrity, surface treatment, form,
functionality, concept/conceptual art, personal expression, planning/design process, evaluation/critique,
craftsmanship, synthesis, refinement, artistic intention, stability/balance

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric

e Tiered assignments

e Modification of tools/ materials
e Peer teaching/ groups
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e Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written
e Time flexibility

Scale
Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:

Explore the concept of scale in sculpture and pottery by creating vessels at varying sizes.
Develop technical skills to accurately construct vessels that demonstrate control of proportion
and scale.

Refine artistic work for presentation, focusing on craftsmanship and design decisions related to
scale.

Essential Questions:

How does changing the scale of an object affect its visual impact and function?

What techniques help maintain proportion and balance when creating larger or smaller works?
How do artists use scale intentionally to communicate ideas or emotions?

What criteria define a successful scaled vessel?

Enduring Understandings:

Scale is a fundamental design element that influences how artwork is perceived and experienced.
Technical skill and planning are essential to successfully create vessels at different scales.
Artists consider scale to enhance the meaning and aesthetic quality of their work.

Refinement and critique are key steps in preparing artwork for presentation.

“I can” statement with standards alignment:

| can create a scaled vessel to expectations. (CR1,CR2)
| can develop and refine artistic work for presentation. (PR5)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

Understand the principles of scale and proportion in three-dimensional art.
Demonstrate handbuilding or wheel-throwing techniques suitable for various scales.
Analyze how scale affects both the visual and functional qualities of vessels.

Refine and present their scaled vessels with attention to detail and craftsmanship.

Assessment Evidence

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD

Other: n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: scale, proportion, large-scale, small-scale, form, visual impact, balance,
handbuilding, wheel-throwing, craftsmanship, refinement

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies:

e Tiered rubric
e Tiered assignments
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e Modification of tools/ materials

e Peer teaching/ groups

e Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory,
written

e Time flexibility

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

National Art Standards:

Creating (CR)

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work.

Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR):

Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

Responding (RE):

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work

Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.

Connecting (CN):

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to
deepen understanding.
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