
 
Art Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Ceramics & Sculpture Time Frame: One Semester 

Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites: N/A 

Department: Art 

Course Overview: 
This course is designed to teach students the general methods of hand building pottery, and provides 
experience throwing on the potter’s wheel. Students learn various sculptural techniques and have the 
opportunity to create sculptures in clay and other materials. Students will study types of glazes and 
methods of glazing and surface decoration so they are able to choose surface finishes that will enhance 
the design of their artwork. Ceramics and sculpture from many art periods are studied through 
presentations, class discussions, and student research. Students learn strategies for planning their work 
prior to working with the medium. Critical thinking and problem solving strategies are stressed as well 
as aesthetics. Students will also develop their skills with art display and critique.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Pinch 2-3 weeks 
Coil Method 2-3 weeks 
Slab Method 2-3 weeks 
Sculptural 2-3 weeks 
Lidded Form 2-3 weeks 
Handled Form 2-3 weeks 
Sgraffito 2-3 weeks 
Final 2-3 weeks 
Wheel Attempts 2-3 weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: none 
Digital Tool: n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Pinch 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop foundational hand-building skills using the pinch pot technique. 
●​ Understand and apply basic ceramic construction methods to create three-dimensional forms. 
●​ Cultivate critical thinking and evaluation skills to assess artistic quality and craftsmanship. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does the pinch pot method help me create three-dimensional forms in clay? 
●​ What techniques improve the structural integrity and aesthetic qualities of ceramic work? 
●​ How can I evaluate and improve my own and others’ ceramic artwork? 
●​ In what ways do artists use criteria to assess the success of their work? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The pinch pot method is a fundamental technique in ceramics that allows artists to shape clay by 

hand. 
●​ Mastery of basic hand-building techniques provides a foundation for more complex ceramic 

construction. 
●​ Evaluating artwork using clear criteria helps artists refine and improve their creative process. 
●​ Artistic growth involves reflecting on and revising work based on thoughtful critique. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can demonstrate the pinch pot method (CR1, CR2) 
●​ I can apply criteria to evaluate artistic work (CR1, RE9) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Demonstrate the step-by-step process of creating a pinch pot using proper hand-building 

techniques. 
●​ Identify key criteria for evaluating the craftsmanship and artistic expression in ceramic work. 
●​ Apply feedback and self-assessment to improve their ceramic projects. 
●​ Understand the historical and cultural significance of hand-built ceramics. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: pinch pot, hand-building, coil, slab, score, slip, leather-hard, bisque firing, glaze, 
critique, craftsmanship, three-dimensional form 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 
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Coil Method 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop proficiency in the coil building technique for creating ceramic vessels. 
●​ Explore methods to refine and finish coil-built pottery with craftsmanship and artistic intent. 
●​ Understand the process of planning, constructing, and completing three-dimensional ceramic 

works. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does the coil method allow for the creation of varied ceramic forms? 
●​ What techniques help ensure structural stability and aesthetic quality in coil pottery? 
●​ How do artists refine and complete their ceramic works to express their creative intent? 
●​ What criteria can be used to evaluate the success of a coil-built vessel? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The coil method is a versatile hand-building technique that involves rolling and joining clay coils to 

form vessels. 
●​ Careful joining and smoothing of coils are essential for creating strong and visually cohesive 

pottery. 
●​ Refinement and finishing are critical steps in completing ceramic artwork that reflects 

craftsmanship and creativity. 
●​ Artistic evaluation involves applying criteria to assess technique, form, and expression. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a coil pot vessel (CR1) 
●​ I can refine and complete artistic work. (CR3, PR5) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Create a ceramic vessel using the coil building technique with attention to construction and form. 
●​ Apply techniques to smooth and refine coil pottery for structural integrity and aesthetic appeal. 
●​ Use artistic criteria to evaluate and improve their coil-built works. 
●​ Demonstrate understanding of the coil method’s role in ceramic art traditions. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: coil, coil method/coil building, slip, score, smoothing/blending, leather-hard, 
vessel, additive technique, craftsmanship, critique, structural integrity, three-dimensional form 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
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written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Slab Method 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop skills in creating ceramic forms using the slab building technique. 
●​ Explore how to plan, construct, and assemble flat clay pieces into three-dimensional objects. 
●​ Understand the artistic possibilities and structural considerations of slab-built ceramics. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does the slab method allow artists to create varied ceramic forms and structures? 
●​ What techniques ensure the successful joining and shaping of slab-built pieces? 
●​ How can artists use slabs to express their creative ideas and concepts? 
●​ What criteria help evaluate the craftsmanship and artistic intent of slab constructions? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The slab method involves rolling out flat pieces of clay and assembling them into 

three-dimensional forms. 
●​ Proper joining and handling of slabs are essential for structural integrity and artistic quality. 
●​ Artistic ideas can be conceptualized and realized through the design and construction of slab 

forms. 
●​ Evaluation of ceramic artwork includes consideration of technique, concept, and craftsmanship. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a slab form (CR1) 
●​ I can generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (CR1, PR4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Create a three-dimensional ceramic form using the slab building technique. 
●​ Apply joining techniques to assemble slabs securely and creatively. 
●​ Generate and develop artistic ideas for slab-based ceramic projects. 
●​ Use artistic criteria to evaluate their slab work and make refinements. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: slab, slab method/slab building, score, slip, seam/joint, leather-hard, additive 
technique, construction, form/structure, craftsmanship, concept/artistic intent, critique 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
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●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
written  

●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Sculptural 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop skills in creating three-dimensional sculptures using clay. 
●​ Explore the artistic process from conceptualization to the creation of a finished sculptural work. 
●​ Connect personal experiences and cultural knowledge to sculptural art. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists express ideas and emotions through three-dimensional clay sculptures? 
●​ What techniques are essential for shaping and refining clay sculptures? 
●​ How can personal experiences and cultural knowledge influence sculptural artwork? 
●​ How do artists evaluate and refine their sculptures to enhance meaning and craftsmanship? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Sculptural art involves shaping and manipulating materials to create three-dimensional forms. 
●​ Clay offers versatile possibilities for artistic expression through additive and subtractive 

techniques. 
●​ Personal and cultural experiences enrich the meaning and context of sculptural work. 
●​ The artistic process includes reflection, revision, and evaluation to strengthen the final piece. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a 3D sculpture out of clay (CR1) 
●​ I can synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. (PR4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Create a three-dimensional sculpture using clay techniques. 
●​ Apply sculpting methods such as modeling, carving, and texturing. 
●​ Incorporate personal and cultural ideas into their sculptural art. 
●​ Assess their work using artistic criteria and make thoughtful refinements. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: sculpture, additive technique, subtractive technique, modeling, carving, texturing, 
form/volume, armature, refinement/finishing, concept/artistic intent, cultural context, critique 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
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●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
written  

●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Lidded Form 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Learn how to design and construct functional ceramic vessels with fitted lids. 
●​ Understand the relationship between form and function in 3D art. 
●​ Apply design principles and craftsmanship to create cohesive lidded forms. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What makes a ceramic vessel both functional and artistic? 
●​ How do artists ensure that separate components (like a lid and base) fit together effectively? 
●​ How can craftsmanship impact the function and aesthetic of ceramic artwork? 
●​ What criteria can be used to evaluate a successful lidded ceramic form? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Form and function work together in ceramic vessels to meet both practical and aesthetic goals. 
●​ Attention to precision and craftsmanship is essential when creating parts that fit together. 
●​ Evaluation and critique help artists refine their work and improve technical skill. 
●​ Creating a lidded vessel requires planning, problem-solving, and an understanding of materials 

and structure. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can Create a vessel with a lid (CR1) 
●​ I can apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. (RE9) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Construct a ceramic vessel with a properly fitted lid using hand-building or wheel techniques. 
●​ Apply design and structural principles to ensure function and balance. 
●​ Use artistic vocabulary to describe and critique ceramic forms. 
●​ Evaluate their own and others’ lidded vessels using established artistic criteria. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: vessel, lid, form, function, hand-building, wheel-throwing, fit/precision, 
craftsmanship, balance/stability, design principles, critique, refinement 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
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●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
written  

●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 

Handled Form 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Explore the technical and design challenges of creating functional ceramic vessels with handles. 
●​ Understand how to attach and shape handles effectively and aesthetically. 
●​ Learn how form, function, and craftsmanship contribute to a successful ceramic piece. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What makes a handle both functional and visually effective? 
●​ How does the placement and design of a handle affect the overall form and use of a vessel? 
●​ What techniques ensure that handles are securely and properly attached? 
●​ How do artists refine their work to prepare it for presentation? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Functional forms require a balance between usability and aesthetic design. 
●​ Handles must be structurally sound and visually integrated with the vessel. 
●​ Craftsmanship is crucial in both the creation and refinement stages of the artistic process. 
●​ Artists continuously revise their work to improve form, function, and presentation quality. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a handled form (CR1) 
●​ I can develop and refine artistic work for presentation. (PR4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Design and construct ceramic vessels with handles that are functional and well-integrated. 
●​ Use score-and-slip or other appropriate techniques to securely attach handles. 
●​ Evaluate the form, balance, and function of their work and make adjustments as needed. 
●​ Refine and prepare their pieces for display or critique, demonstrating thoughtful craftsmanship. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: handle, vessel, function, form, hand-building, attachment/score-and-slip, 
craftsmanship, aesthetic/visual integration, balance/stability, refinement, critique, design principles 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 

​ ​ ​ Back to the top​ Last Updated 3.25.26​​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7 



●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
written  

●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 

Sgraffito 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Introduce students to the sgraffito technique as a decorative surface treatment in ceramics. 
●​ Develop students' skills in planning, carving, and designing imagery through layered surface work. 
●​ Explore how surface design can convey narrative, symbolism, or personal expression. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What is sgraffito, and how is it used in ceramic art? 
●​ How does surface decoration impact the meaning and visual appeal of a ceramic piece? 
●​ What role does planning and control play in successful sgraffito work? 
●​ How can artists use contrast and texture to enhance their work? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Sgraffito is a technique that allows artists to reveal layered surfaces through carving to create 

design and contrast. 
●​ Planning and control of line and imagery are essential to a successful sgraffito piece. 
●​ Surface design can add symbolic meaning and elevate the aesthetic value of a ceramic form. 
●​ Artists generate ideas from both observation and imagination, refining them for visual 

communication. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can demonstrate the skill of sgraffito (CR1) 
●​ I can generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (PR4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Define sgraffito and identify it in historical and contemporary ceramics. 
●​ Apply underglaze or slip to leather-hard clay and carve through it to reveal a design. 
●​ Use tools effectively to control line weight, shape, and texture. 
●​ Design and complete a ceramic piece that demonstrates craftsmanship, visual contrast, and 

personal expression. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: sgraffito, slip, underglaze, leather-hard, carving, surface design, contrast, line 
weight, texture, personal expression/symbolism, planning, visual communication 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
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●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Final 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Synthesize and demonstrate skills learned throughout the course in a culminating ceramic 

project. 
●​ Apply creative decision-making, craftsmanship, and personal voice in planning and executing an 

original work. 
●​ Critically evaluate both process and product using established criteria. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do I apply the skills and techniques I’ve learned to create an original piece of art? 
●​ What makes a final artwork successful in terms of technique, design, and meaning? 
●​ How can I evaluate my own work and others’ with honesty and thoughtfulness? 
●​ How do I communicate personal meaning or intention through my final ceramic piece? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Artists use learned techniques, creative problem-solving, and critical reflection to complete 

complex works. 
●​ Final projects are a culmination of artistic growth, combining form, function, and expression. 
●​ Evaluating art requires consideration of process, craftsmanship, originality, and intent. 
●​ Presentation and reflection help artists recognize progress and areas for growth. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a ceramic piece for my final project. (CR3) 
●​ I can apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. (RE9) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Plan and create a ceramic artwork that showcases their technical and creative abilities. 
●​ Choose appropriate methods and materials to support their artistic vision. 
●​ Present and explain their final piece with clarity and personal insight. 
●​ Evaluate their own and peers’ work using constructive feedback and criteria discussed in class. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: culminating project, personal voice, creative decision-making, craftsmanship, 
originality, artistic process, evaluation/critique, presentation, reflection, intent/meaning, technique, 
materials 
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Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Wheel Attempts 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Introduce students to the pottery wheel and basic wheel-throwing techniques. 
●​ Encourage persistence and experimentation through hands-on practice. 
●​ Support foundational skills in centering, pulling, and shaping clay on the wheel. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What techniques are used to create functional or sculptural forms on a pottery wheel? 
●​ How do artists develop confidence and skill through repeated practice? 
●​ What role do trial and error play in mastering a new artistic technique? 
●​ How can I use the pottery wheel to express my creative ideas? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Mastery of new tools and techniques requires patience, practice, and resilience. 
●​ The pottery wheel is a tool for both functional and expressive forms. 
●​ Each attempt on the wheel is an opportunity to learn through reflection and adjustment. 
●​ Clay responds to touch and movement, requiring control, timing, and sensitivity. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can practice creating on a pottery wheel (CR1) 
●​ I can generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. (CR1, PR4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Understand the basic steps and challenges of wheel-throwing. 
●​ Use hand coordination and pressure control to shape clay. 
●​ Accept and learn from failed attempts as part of the artistic process. 
●​ Apply foundational wheel techniques to future projects with greater confidence. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: pottery wheel, wheel-throwing, centering, pulling, shaping, functional form, 
sculptural form, trial and error, control/pressure, patience/persistence, clay response, foundational skills 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
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●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

National Art Standards: 
Creating (CR) 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work. 
Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR): 
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
Responding (RE): 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
Connecting (CN): 
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding. 
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